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[Abstract]

The purpose of this study is to critically review the global intellectual property regime, which has
been in full swing since the mid-1990s, from the perspective of postcolonialism. More specifically, by
looking at issues which were raised by the Postcolonial Piracy Studies, it attempted to relativize the
global IP system. This paper confirmed the postcolonialist view that universal concepts could never be
completely universal or pure, and confirmed the non-state legalities view of media piracy as a conduit
for participation in the global network through ‘porous legalities’ concept of Lawrence Liang. Finally,
this paper raised the need to understand various relationships between the informal media economy and

the formal media economy in a balanced perspective, rather than relying only on the neat dichotomy
logic of illegality/legal.
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I. Introduction
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II. Preliminaries
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III. Media Piracy and Porous Legalities
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Fig. 1. The Book Market as a Continuum [40]
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