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[Abstract]

As the starting point of a full-fledged historical study on amateur radio in Korea, this study deals
with the policy on amateur radio conducted by the U.S. Forces Korea Command around the
establishment of the government after Korea's liberation. More specifically, this study tried to investigate
the amateur radio policy of the U.S. Forces Korea Command, which has not been established in Korea,
through a U.S. document held by the U.S. National Archives and Archives (NARA), and on the other
hand, under the U.S. military government's policy, what the amateur radio activities of Koreans in
Korea were like until the Korean War after liberation. Since then, based on the theoretical perspective
of 'the social constructivism of technology', we have tried to clarify the historical significance of the
amateur radio policy of the U.S. Forces Korea Command. The amateur radio policy of the U.S. Forces
Korea Command was a kind of 'cold taming' policy, which had a significant impact on making the
image of a 'secret document created in the Cold War situation emerge rather than the 'square' imagery

on the basis of the institutional form of amateur radio ham.
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I. Introduction
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II. Theoretical Background

1. The Social Construction of Technology

: Acoustic Media as a Square
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2. The Early History of Amateur Radio Ham
as a Square
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III. Amateur Radio Policy of U.S.
Forces Korea Command Before and
After the Establishment of Government
and Meaning
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1. Amateur Radio Policy of the U.S. Forces Korea
Command during the U.S. Military Period
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Table 1. List of amateur radio stations in South Korea authorized on August 22, 1947
CALL CLASS LICENCEE GRADE MAILING ADDRESS
JBAAA "A" S. Guy Blencoe Major Signal Section, X XV Corps, APO 235
JBAAB "A" Ollie J. Allen Major Dept of Comm, USAMGIK, APQO 235 Unit 2
JBAAC "A" H.B.Whitehouse Major Dept of Agri, USAMGIK, APO 235 Unit 2
JBAAD "B" D. C. Gaumer Capt 7th Sig Co, 7th Inf Div, APO 7
JBAAE "B" J.E. Van Beever Pfc 76th Sig Serv Bn, APO 235
JBAAF "A" Irving Mentcher Cpl Hgs Kimpo Army Air Base, APO 712
JBAAG "B" N.K. Maxwell Capt 1st Inf Regt, 6th Inf Div, APO 6 unit 1
JBAAH "B" W.E. Rubin 1st Lt 7th Sig Co, 7th Inf Div, APO 7
JBAAI "B" W.W. Burt Civ RCA Communications, APO 235
JBACS "A" W.R. Plumlee M/Sgt 59th AACS Det, Kimpo AAB, APO 712
JBAAJ "B" C.A. Stanley Lt Col Dept of Comm, USAMGIK, APQO 235 Unit 2
JBAAK "B" Jack Hecht Capt 6th Sig Co, 6th Inf Div, APO 6
JBAAL "B" F.H. Finney, Jr. Civ Hgs Kimpo Army Air Base, APO 712
JBAAM "A" L.S. Gardner Lt Col Signal Section, X XV Corps, APO 235
JBAAN "B" E.A. Parrish Major 39th MG Co, APO 59
JBAAO "B" M.W. Neill Civ AFRS, WVTP, APO 235
JBASC "A" A.A. Merriam T/4 76th Sig Serv Bn, APO 235
JBAAP "A" P.S. Huston Capt 7th Div Sig Co (DH L-37), APO 7
JBAAQ "B" R.M. Morris Capt 48th F. A. Bn, APO 7
JBAAR "B" R.H. Brown T/4 4th Ord M M Co, APO 901
JBABC "A" T.J. Speer Capt Dept of Comm, USAMGIK, APO 235 Unit 2
* Source : “Memorandum from Brigadier General Roberts to Distribution: Authorized Amateur Radio Stations in Korea”,

January, 25, 1949(RG 338, KMAG, Adjutant General, Decimal File, 1948-53, Box 8)
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Table 2. List of amateur radio stations requested by
the then U.S. Forces Korea Command on 9 March 1949

T oo | 90

SIGNS (" STATION LICENCEE) CLASS
KIMPO AIRDRONE, APO 929 A

HL1AE | Jensen, M. G. Sgt” A
Hepner, Francis M/Sgt A
SEOUL, KOREA, APO 235

HL1BB | Hathaway, Geoge G. 1st Lt A
Channing, G.  Cpl A
SEOUL, KOREA, APO 235

HL1BJ Mawby, R. U. Captain”
FIHEI, KOREA, APO 235-1

HLTBN Erwin, H. 1st Lt B
ASCOM CITY, KOREA, APO 235-1

HL1B0 Dolan, Mh. WO0JG" B
SEOUL, KOREA, APO 235

HL1BP Lee, F. 2nd Lt B
SEOUL, KOREA, APO 235

HL1BQ Johnson, K. L. Col" B
SEOUL, KOREA, APO 235

HL1CQ Charles, 0. G. Lt Cpl” B
SEOUL, KOREA, APO 235

HLICN Hunter, E. H. Sgt” B

* Source @ “Amateur Radio Stations”, March 9, 1949(RG

554, AG676 Applications for USAFIK Amateur Radio
Station Licence 1949)
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Fig. 1. First Radio Monitoring Equipment R—390 Receiver
* Source : Central Radio Management Office, 2017, p.28.
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Table 3. Amateur radio station of the Korea
Military Advisory Group requested by the U.S.
Forces Korea Command on June 3, 1949
TYPE of
STATION NAME RANK LICENSE UNIT
HL1CQ Charles, 0. G Lt Col B KMAG
HL1BJ Mawby, R. U. Capt A KMAG
HL1BM Erwin, H. Tst Lt B KMAG
HL1BQ Johnson, K. L. Cpl B KMAG
HLTAE Hepner M/sgt A Kimpo
* Source : “Letter”, June 2, 1949(RG 554, AG676 Applications

for USAFIK Amateur Radio Station Licence 1949, W. A.
Gregory — Chief, Communications Bureau). “Letter”, June
3, 1949(RG 554, AG676 Applications for USAFIK Amateur
Radio Station Licence 1949, W. A. Gregory — Whang Kup
Sung, Chief, Communications Bureau).
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