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[Abstract]

This study examined the structural relationship between parental support and career attitude
decisiveness and the sequential mediating effects of self-esteem and social withdrawal. Data from 1,773
multicultural adolescents in Wave 6 of MAPS II were analyzed using confirmatory factor analysis,
structural equation modeling, and bootstrapping. Parental support was positively associated with
self-esteem and career attitude decisiveness and negatively associated with social withdrawal. Self-esteem
was negatively associated with social withdrawal and positively associated with career attitude
decisiveness, while social withdrawal was negatively associated with career attitude decisiveness. The
sequential indirect effect through both mediators was significant. These findings clarify the
interconnected roles of self-esteem and social withdrawal and suggest considering parental educational

support and interest alongside these factors in career support for multicultural adolescents.

» Key words: Multicultural Adolescents, Parental Support, Self-Esteem, Social Withdrawal,
Career Attitude Decisiveness, Sequential Mediation
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I. Introduction
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II. Theoretical Background

1. Related works
1.1 Parental Support

H2X|X|(parental support):= 27} XP0]A| A|-55}
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1.3 Social Withdrawal
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1.4 Career Attitude Decisiveness
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1.5 Relationships Among Variables
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IlI. Research Method

1. Research Model
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PS: Parental Support, SE: Self-Esteem
SW: Social Withdrawal, CAD: Career Attitude Decisiveness

Fig. 1. Research model

2. Research Hypotheses
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3. Analytical Data
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IV. Empirical Analysis

1. General Characteristics of Participants
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Participants
Variables | Categories frequency | percent
Gender Male 915 51.6

Female 858 48.4
Metropolitan City 560 31.6
Small/Mid-Sized City 929 52.4
Al Rural Area 284 16.0
(Eup/Myeon) ’
Very Difficult 63 3.6
Difficult 468 26.5
INC” Average 1,136 64.4
Affluent 94 5.3
Very Affluent 4 0.2
Very Low 80 45
Low 391 22.1
SACH™ Average 903 50.9
High 351 19.8
Very High 48 2.7
* Perceived Household Economic Status
*x! Subjective Academic Achievement
Note. For perceived household economic status, valid n =
1,765 due to 8 missing cases.

2. Descriptive Statistics, Reliability, and
Correlations
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Table 2. Descriptive Statistics, Reliability, and
Correlations among Study Variables
(n =1,773)
(m (2) (3) (4)
PS (1) 1
SE (2) 0.447"" 1
SW (3) =171 -.239" 1
CAD (4) 0.151™ | 0.186" -.208" 1
M 3.243 3.233 2.222 2.491
SD 0.486 0.559 0.795 0.665
Skewness -0.194 -0.283 0.101 0.227
Kurtosis 0.321 0.339 -0.739 -0.277
Cronbach’s o 0.873 0.891 0.858 0.883
"p<.001
PS: Parental Support
SE: Self-Esteem
SW: Social Withdrawal
CAD: Career Attitude Decisiveness

3. Confirmatory Factor Analysis of the
Measurement Model
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RMR=.030, RMSEA=.062(90% CI=.059~.065)2 LtEbyd
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Table 3. Goodness-of-Fit Indices for the Initial and
Final Measurement Models

Initial model Final model

52 2,750.227(203)™" 1,124.730(144)™
CMIN/DF 13.548 7.811
GFI 0.832 0.936
AGFI 0.791 0.915
NFI 0.865 0.938
IFI 0.873 0.946
TLI 0.856 0.936
CFI 0.873 0.946
RMR 0.039 0.030
RMSEA 0.084 0.062

"*p<0.001
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4. Structural Model Analysis
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Table 4. Results of Confirmatory Factor Analysis, Convergent Validity, and Construct Reliability
Variable B B C.R. AVE CR
psi 1.000 .703 -
ps2 1.147 790 30.427 **=
ps3 1.227 826 31.624%*x
2 psd 1.234 758 29.312%*x 0.543 0.876
ps5 1.052 740 28.660%*x
psé 812 .580 22.726%*x
sel 937 874 43,157 **x*
SE se2 935 .853 42 147 %% 0.734 0.892
se3 1.000 .843 -
swi 977 823 34.845**x
SW sw2 914 821 34.803**x 0.669 0.859
sw3 1.000 810 -
cadl 1.000 874 -
cad3 .888 751 34.729%*x
cadé 718 597 26.514%*x
CAD cad? 976 .803 38.3371*x*x 0.507 0.876
cad8 751 .638 28.873%*x
cad9 768 636 28.661%*x
cad10 778 .638 28.787**x
Note. B=unstandardized factor loading: P=standardized factor loading; C.R.=critical ratio; AVE=average variance
extracted; CR=construct reliability. ***p<.001.
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Table 5. Goodness-of-Fit Indices for the Structural
Model
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Table 6. Path Coefficients of the Structural Model

Table 7. Bootstrap Tests of Specific and Total
Indirect Effects

Path B S.E. B p C.R.
PS — SE 648 036 496 <.001 17.819 Indirect path B BC 95% CI p
PS — SW -.173 .058 | -.095 | .003 -2.986 PS>SE—>CAD 109 [.047, 177] <001
e Il ol IR A ol B ied PS—SW—CAD 026 | [008, .051] | .003
> - > - > PS—SE—SW—CAD .031 .018, .049 <.001
SE = CAD 182 042 139_| <.001 4312 To?alsindirsect eifect [1]26 {?Oj .2391 <.881
SW — CAD | -.156 .027 -.164 | <.001 -5.858 - — L
+p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001 Note. B=unstandardized indirect effect: BC=bias-corrected:

Fig. 2. Results of the Structural Model
Note. Standardized path coefficients are presented. Gender
and perceived household economic status were controlled.
*p<.05, **p< .01, **xp< 001
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Cl=confidence interval; Bootstrap resamples=5,000; GEN and

INC were controlled.
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