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Abstract

A study on the actual conditions of the
oral health of the infants in kindergarten

according to mothers’ care

Hye-Jeong Song

Department of dental hygiene, Masan college

Key words : mother's dental hygiene care, children's orall health

This study was conducted to provide basic data required for the development of dental hygiene
project for babies by investigating the relationship between mothers’ dental hygiene activities and
their socio—economic characteristics and the dental hygiene activities of babies. The survey was
carried out with questionnaire to 306 babies of ages from 4 to 7 years and their mothers, from
January 5 to January 25, 2007, in 4 kindergartens in Masan, Korea.

The collected data was processed with SPSS v.12.0 for frequency analysis and x°> test per item, to

obtain following conclusions.

1. The frequency of toothbrushing of children is two times, accounted for 52.3%, they brush the
teeth by them, and accounted for 52.3%, Fluorine toothpaste 68.3%.

2. The frequency of meal of children is 3 times, accounted for 935%, they ingest
cariogenic snack 1 time, accounted for 45.4%, and they ingest protective and detergent snack
from dental caries 2 times, accounted for accounted for 45.1%.

3. The shorter the period of mothers’ duration of visit to dentists, the more experiences of fluorine
coating and help from parent in toothbrushing had the children (p<.01, p<.05).

4. Children of housewife mothers received help from parent in toothbrushing and take teeth care and
clean snack more than those of working mothers (p<.05, p<.01).

5. The children of working mothers had fluorine coating more than those of housewife mothers

(p<.05).
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The fluorine coating, toothbrusing, protection and eating green food of babies show significant

differences according to the frequency of mothers’ visit to dentists and occupation.
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