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Table 1. Socio—demographic and job-related characteristics of study subjects

Variables N %
Age(year)
=26 127 62.9
271< 75 371
Marital status
Single 150 74.3
Married 52 25.7
Education
Junior College 182 90.1
College & Over 20 9.9
Clinical career(year)
=4 135 66.8
5= 67 33.2
Job work(hour/day)
=9 176 87.1
0= 26 12.9
Overtime work(hour/week)
<1 146 72.3
2= 56 21.7
Patient number(day)
<40 131 64.9
4= 7 35.1
Sense of satisfaction in work
Satisfaction 130 64.4
Dissatisfaction 2 35.6
Fit to the job
Fit 157 1.7
Unfit 45 22.3
Personal relation with peer works or supervisors
Good 180 89.1
Poor 22 10.9
Total 202 100.0
& AYERE (et e F 77.7%2, TAgd 3.2, REFE
A A R fdBAERE TR EA 321 QTR S8 25 E
7} EohE 7 89.1%% 18X o FHTE =9t A ALIAEY] S ST
tHTable 1). o] gitk= B4 ol 80.2%, BF ol &%
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Table 2. Distribution of depression by socio—demographic characteristics

Depression

Variables N <500 s0=2 p—value*
Age(year) 0.499
=26 127 100(78.7) 27(21.3)
21< 75 62(82.7) 13(17.3)
Marital status 0.354
Single 150 118(78.7) 32(21.3)
Married 52 44(84.6) 8(15.4)
Education 0.247
Junior College 182 144(79.1) 38(20.9)
College & Over 20 18(90.0) 2(10.0)
Total 162(80.2) 40(19.8)

Normal range group, ?Depression group

Table 3. Distribution of depression by job-related characteristics

Depression

Variables N <500 s0=2 p—-value*
Clinical career(year) 0.635
=4 135 107(79.3) 28(20.7)
5< 67 55(82.1) 12(17.9)
Job work(hour/day) 0.042
<9 176 145(82.4) 31(17.6)
0= 26 17(65.4) 9(34.6)
Overtime work(hour/week) 0.123
<1 146 121(82.9) 25(17.1)
2= 56 41(73.2) 15(26.8)
Patient number(day) 0.728
<40 131 106(80.9) 25(19.1)
N 71 56(78.9) 15(21.1)
Sense of satisfaction in work 0.000
Satisfaction 130 116(89.2) 14(10.8)
Dissatisfaction 72 46(63.9) 26(36.1)
Fit to the job 0.003
Fit 157 133(84.7) 24(15.3)
unfit 45 29(64.4) 16(35.6)
Personal relation with peer works or supervisors 0.039
Good 180 148(82.2) 32(17.8)
Poor 22 14(63.6) 8(36.4)
Total 162(80.2) 40(19.8)

Normal range group, ?Depression group
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Table 4. Distribution of depression

by health-related behaviors

663

Depression

Variables N <500 50=2 p—-value*
Coffee drinking 0.938
Yes 176 141(80.1) 35(19.9)
No 26 21(80.8) 5(19.2)
Having breakfast 0.712
Yes 50 41(82.0) 9(18.0)
No 152 121(79.6) 31(20.4)
Cigarette smoking 0.172
Yes 15 10(66.7) 5(33.3)
No 187 152(81.3) 35(18.7)
Regularly exercise 0.195
Yes 68 58(85.3) 10(14.7)
No 134 104(77.6) 30(22.4)
Alcohol drinking 0.048
Everyday/Sometimes 141 118(83.7) 23(16.3)
Never 61 44(72.1) 17(27.9)
Sleeping hours(/day) 0.154
7~8 140 116(82.9) 24(17.1)
<7 or 8< 62 46(74.2) 16(25.8)
Subjective health status 0.000
Healthy 159 139(87.4) 20(12.6)
Unhealthyh 43 23(53.5) 20(46.5)
Total 162(80.2) 40(19.8)

Normal range group, ?Depression group
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p—-value
0.000
0.000
0.002
0.009
0.000

Depression

Correlation coefficients
0.332

0.353
0.215
0.183
0.333

=-
f=-
f=-
f=-
f=-
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Variables
Personal relation with peer works or supervisors

Sense of satisfaction in work
Alcohol drinking

Fit to the job
Subjective health status

Table 5. Pearson correlation coefficients between depression and its related factors
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Abstract

A study on the degree of depression in
dental hygienists

Se-Young Han - Ka-Yean Lee!
Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Hyejeon College
1Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Sorabol College

Key words : dental hygienist, depression

Objectives : The degree of depression in dental hygienist was analyzed to reveal the various fac-
tors related to them.

Methods : The self-administered questionnaires were filled out from 202 dental hygienist in
Daejeon City. The survey items included subjects' socio-demographic and job-related characteristics,
health-related behaviors, depression. Chi-Square analysis and Pearson's correlation coefficient was
put into survey results, in which a degree of depression was dependent variable and others were
independent variable.

Results :

1. The distribution for depression degree has shown the rate as 80.2% in normal range group and

19.8% in depression group.

2. As for depression, long working hours(p=0.042), poor sense satisfaction in work(p=0.000), not fit
to the job(p=0.003), low personal relation with peer works or supervisors(p=0.039), without alco-
hol drinking(p=0.048), poor subjective condition of health(p=0.000) than their respective counter-
parts.

3. Concerning correlation between depression and various factors, poor sense satisfaction in
work(r=-0.332, p=0.000), not fit to the job(r=-0.353, p=0.000), low personal relation with peer
works or supervisors(r=-0.215, p=0.002), without alcohol drinking(r=-0183, p=0.009), poor subjec-
tive condition of health(r=-0.333, p=0.000).
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Conclusions : These results showed that depression state could be influenced by various factors,
which include socio-demographic, job-related characteristics and health-related behaviors.
Therefore, in order to reduce depression state of dental hygienists, development and application of
programs to manage and research for them are required to be revitalized as well as socio-demo-

graphic and job-related characteristics and health-related behaviors.
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