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ABSTRACT

Objective . This study was performed to investigate the recognition of the educators in preschool
education institutions on children's oral health promotion.,

Methods : The subjects of this study included 918 preschool teachers who have been performing an oral
health education program for children at preschool centers in Seoul, For this study, the survey was
conducted from September 2008 to November 2008 through a questionnaire,

Results : It has been found that 58 5% of the given preschool institutions have implemented an oral
health promotion program and 99,1% of the respondents recognized the importance of the oral health,
53.9% of the respondents used sweets as a reward for good deeds, Regarding the behaviors of oral health
promotion, the daily tooth—brushing and the implementation of a regular oral check—up accounted for
69.0% and 59,5% respectively, The subjects recognized that they have responsibility for the
tooth—brushing instruction(91,6%) and provision of an oral inspection(78.3%). It has been also found
that the case of performing the oral health program with older age and higher work experiences was
significantly high(p<0.05).

Conclusion : The recognition and performance of kindergarten teachers on children's oral health affects
daily life and healthful living habits of children, Therefore oral health education program for the
teachers has to be developed, (J Korean Soc Dent Hygiene 2010 ; 10(3) : 449-457)
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