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ABSTRACT

Objective : The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship of the general characteristics of parents to
their children's oral health care. The subjects in this study were 117 parents and their children who resided in
rural communities in the region of K.

Methods : A survey was conducted with the consent of the parents from July 1 to 30, 2010. As for the survey on
the children, the children who were in the lower grades were interviewed, and the upper graders filled out the
questionnaires in person. A frequency analysis was carried out to find out the general characteristics of the par—
ents and children, and x2—test was utilized to grasp the links between the general characteristics of the parents
and the children's oral health care, A SPSS WIN 12.0 program was employed to analyze all the collected data. The
findings of the study were as follows:

Result : 1. As a result of investigating the relationship of the occupation of the parents to the children's regular
dental checkup, the 71.8 percent of the entire children didn't get a dental checkup on a regular basis. The biggest
percentage of the children of the self-employed parents(100%) got a regular dental checkup, and 90.9 percent of
the children of the government workers did that(p<.05). 2. As a result of checking the relationship of the occu-
pation of the parents to the children's dental—-caries experiences, 39.3 percent of the whole children had no such
experiences. The largest percentage of the children of the company employees(51.9%) had dental—caries experi—
ences(p<.05). 3. Concerning the links between the academic credential of the parents and the children's tooth—
brushing method, the biggest percentage of the children(40.2%) brushed their teeth up and down. The largest rate
of the children whose parents were high—school graduates(41.5%) brushed their teeth in that way(p<.05). 4.
Regarding the links between the toothbrushing time of the parents and the children's view, 43.6 percent found
their parents to take good care of their teeth to make them clean. 60 percent whose parents brushed their teeth
after having breakfast and dinner took the best view(p<.001). 5. As for the oral-health education experiences of
the parents and a time for the children's change of toothbrushes, 29.1 percent changed their toothbrushes every

two months, and 29.1 percent did that not on a regular basis but when the bristles of their toothbrushes got
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bent(p<.05).

Conclusions : The above—mentioned findings suggest that in order to promote children's oral health in considera—
tion of the characteristics of their parents, children should be urged to get a regular dental checkup, and the
development of oral-health education programs in which parents and children can participate together is urgent—
ly required.

Key word : oral health awareness, parents' behavior, toothbrushing
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H 1. General characteristics of the parents

pal

?_

Classification Frequency %
20—29years old 9 7.7
30—39years old 60 51.3
Age 40—-49years old 40 34.2
50-59years old 7 6.0
More than 60years old 1 0.9
Sex Male 15 12.8
Female 102 87.2
Civil servants(teachers) 1 9.4
Agriculture 7 6.0
Businessman 27 23.1
Job Housewife 46 39.3
Self—employed 12 10.3
Services 12 10.3
Other 2 1.7
Middle school graduate 1.7
High school graduate 41 35.0
Education University graduate 70 59.8
More graduate 3 2.6
Other 1 0.9
Smoking Smoking 9 7.7
NO smoking 108 93.3
After every meal 16 13.7
After breakfast, lunch and dinner 82 70.1
Toothbrushing time After breakfast, lunch 4 3.4
After breakfast, dinner 15 12.8
Oral health education experience ves o 525
o) 79 67.5
Total 117 100.0
¥ 2. General characteristics of children
Area Division Frequency %
10years old 55 47.0
1lyears old 17 14.5
Age 12years old 19 16.2
13years old 10 8.5
14years old ) 4.3
More 15years old 11 9.4
Sex Male 47 40.2
Female 70 59.8
Total 117 100.0




¥ 3. Child's dental checkup according to the parent's job

dAH - 8= 1053

P
=

Unit:Number(%)

Child's dental regularly dental checkup

Parental Occupation Total x%(p)
Regularly Not regularly

Ele:i;g;ams 1(9.1 10(90.9) 11(100)

Agriculture 14.3) 6(85.7) 7(100)

Businessman 11(40.7) 16(5.3) 27(100) 15.056
Housewife 15(32.6) 31(67.4) 46(100) (0.020%)
Self—employed 0(0) 12(100.0) 12(100)

Services 3(25.0) 9(75.0) 12(100)

Other 2.7) 0(0) 2(100)

Total 33(28.2) 84(71.8) 117(100.0)

*p<.05

¥ 4. Child's subjective experience caries tooth according to the parent's job

Unit:Number(%)

Child's subjective experience of tooth decay

Parental Occupation . . : Total x%(p)
Experience No experience Don't know

E;:iseeg)ants 5(45.5) 2(18.2) 4(36.4) 11(100.0)

Agriculture 2(28.6) 1(14.3) 4(57.1) 7(100.0)

Businessman 11(40.7) 14(51.9) 2(7.4) 27(100.0) 93 950a

Housewife 1021.7) 23(50.0) 13(28.3) 46(100.0) (0.026%)

Self—employed 3(25.0) 4(33.3) 5(41.7) 12(100.0)

Services 7(58.3) 2(16.7) 3(25.0) 12(100.0)

Other 2(100.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2(100.0)

Total 40(34.2) 46(39.3) 31(26.5) 117(100.0)

*p<.05

¥ 5. Importance of managing the child's teeth according to education of parents

Unit:Number(%)

Attract the importance of managing

Parental educa-

tion Very Some Not Not very Total x*(p)
. . Usually . .
important  important important  important
iddle school
Middle schoo 1(50.0) 1(50.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2(100.0)
graduate
Hlfh school grad= 10 0q 5) 7(17.1) 8(19.5) 5(12.2) 9(22.0) 41(100.0)
uate
- 15.807
U ty gradu— :
tmvem VEET 140000 16(22.9)  11015.7% 9(12.9)  20(28.6) 70100.0)  (0.407)
ate :
More graduate 1(33.3) 2(66.7) 0(0.0 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 3(100.0)
Other 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(100.0) 0(0.0) 1(100.0)
Total 28(23.9)  26(22.2) 19(16.2) 1512.8)  29(24.8) 117(100.0)
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¥ 6. Child's toothbrushing according to parents' education Unit:Number(%)

Child's tooth brushing method

Parental edu- . . .Brushing . Total ,
- Brushing  Brushing up right to left ~ Brushing \ \ ota x“(p)
right and left and down and up to rotation wrist 9 y
down
iddl hool
Middle schoo 0(0.0) 1(50.0) 0(0.0) 1(50.0) 0(0.0% 2(100.0)
graduate
High school
181 5eRo0 5(12.2) 17(41.5) 8(19.5) 4(9.9) 707.1) 41(100.0)
graduate
. . 30.414
University .
4 2 1 1(44 1 4 1 ®
graduate 5.7 6(37.1) 31(44.3) 5(7.1) (5.7 70(100.0) (0.016%)
More graduate 0(0.0) 3(100.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 3(100.0)
Other 1(100.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(100.0)
Total 10(8.5) 47(40.2) 39(33.3) 10(8.5) 1109.4) 117(100.0)
*p<.05
¥ 7. Child's toothbrushing time period according to the parents Unit:Number(%)
Child's toothbrushing time
Parents tooth After break- 2
. : _ - Total x“(p)
brushing time After every After break— After break
9 meal 5, Ignch fast, lunch fast, dinner Ot
and dinner
After every meal 5(31.3) 7(43.8) 0(0) 4(25.0) 0(0.0)  16(100.0)
After breakfast
er breaitast, 8(9.9) 56(68.3) 0(0) 15(18.3) 33.7)  82(100.0)
lunch and dinner 11.478
After breakfast '
er breaicast, 0(0.0) 3(75.0) 0(0) 125.00  00.0)  4(100.0) (0.244)
lunch
After breakfast
e breakiast, 0(0.0) 11(73.3) 00) 4267 00.0)  15(100.0)
dinner

Total 13(11.1) 77(65.8) 0(0) 24(20.5) 3(2.6) 117(100.0)
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¥ 8. Child s subjective opinion according to the parents toothbrushing time period Unit:Number(%)

Toothbrushing and opinions about the parents

Parents tooth  Keeping par-  Keeping Do not par- Do not par- x2(p)
brushing time  gnt's teeth parent's usually  ent's teeth ent's teeth
very clean teeth clean clean very clean
After every meal 11(68.8) 4(25.0) 1(6.3) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 16(100.0)
After breakfast
er breaxtast, 20(24.4) 38(46.3) 19(23.2) 33.7) 22.4)  82(100.0)
lunch and dinner
After breakfast 385192
lun‘z; reatast, 1(25.0) 0(0.0) 125.00  2(50.0) 0(0.0) 4(100,0)  (0.000%%%)
After breakfast
JLen breastast, 2(13.3) 9(60.0) 4(26.7) 0(0.0) 00.0)  15(100.0)
dinner
Total 34(29.1) 51(43.6) 25(21.4) 5(4.3) 2(1.7) 117(100.0)

5% p< 001, **p<.01, *p<.05

¥ 9. Child's experience dental care according to oral health education experience of parents
Unit:Number(%)

Dental treatment experience

Oral health education experience x%(p)
Yes No Total

Yes 20(52.6) 18(47.4) 38(100.0) 0.033

No 43(54.4) 36(45.6) 79(100.0) (0.855)

Total 63(53.8) 54(46.2) 117(100.0)
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¥ 10. Child's subjective toothbrush replacement according to oral health education experience of
parents Unit:Number(%)

Toothbrush replacement

Oral health at intervals At intervals At intervals \1e amount of

education of one of two of three :jhoee;o:;TZr:r?:d— Don't Can't Total x*(p)
EXperience month to month to month to ule a lot 1o No replace
replace replace replace replace if bent
Yes 15(39.5) 9(23.7) 5(13.2) 8(21.1) 12.6)  0(0.0) 38(100.0) 14.689
No 8(10.1) 25(31.6) 14Q17.7) 26(32.9) 4(5.1)  2(2.5) 79(100.0)  (0.012%)
Total 23(19.7) 34(29.1) 19(16.2) 34(29.1) 5.3 217 117(100.0)
*p<.05
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