Study on elements for effective infection
control at dental hospitals
Sung—Suk Bae - Myung—Sun Lee!

Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Hanseo University
lDept_ of Health Education & Management, Ewha Woman's University

ABSTRACT

Objectives : Based on the system and control activity for the monitoring system made of components for infection
control at dental hospitals and infection rate reporting, and the role of trained infection control staff, this study
tried to understand approaches to the effective infection control program by surveying infection control at dental
hospitals in Korea.

Methods : The survey was conducted from December 14,2010 to January 31,2011 for 121 dental hospitals in Korea.
For statistical analysis, PASW Statistic 18 was used.

Results : And following conclusions were reached. 1. As for the infection control system at dental hospitals, 54.7%
has an infection control committee, 58.7% infection control staff, 78.5% infection control rules, and 39.7% annual
infection control plan and record. 2. As for surveillance indexes to report infection rates, 50.4% has the reporting
system for staff s exposure to infectious disease and needle pricking. The average number of exposures to infec—
tious disease was 0.28+2.23 and that of needle pricking was 1.83+5.39. 3. As for infection control indexes, it was
reviewed whether infection control rules were implemented according to operation agents, general hospitals were
more active in staff infection control, and hospitals annexed to a dental university or special legal entity were
more active in microorganism control. As for use of personal protection gear, there was no significant difference
among operation agents. More than 71% of operators and their assistants said they did not replace their masks
between patients. 4. As for personnel indexes for effective infection control staff, most hospitals designated den—
tal hygienists, which was followed by dental doctors (or doctors). Where their workload was reviewed, the ratio of
other work such as treatment was relatively higher than that of infection control (n=71).

Conclusions : These results show dental hospitals in Korea have a certain level of infection control system. As
infection indexes are managed mainly for staff members, patient monitoring is needed, and trained and effective
infection control staff should be designated. This study reviewed surveillance, infection control and personnel
indexes. And further studies are needed in the future. (J Korean Soc Dent Hygiene 2011 ; 11(4) : 557-569)

Key words : infection control and prevention, infection control at dental hospitals, infection control index, infec—
tion personnel index, surveillance index
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