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The effects of bamboo salt solution on

remineralization of artificial caries—like lesions

Han—Na Oh - Suk—Jin Hong - Hye—Jin Lee - Choong—Ho Choi

Dept. of Preventive and Public Health Dentistry & Brain Korea 21 Project & Dental Science Research
Institute Chonnam National University School of Dentistry, Gwanju city 501-757, Korea

ABSTRACT

Objectives : The aim of this investigation was to evaluate the remineralization effect of Bamboo salt and
NaF+Bamboo salt solutions on bovine enamel formed incipient artificial enamel caries by microcomputed tomog—
raphy (micro CT).

Methods : Experimental solutions were distilled water(negative control), 2% sodium fluoride solution (2% NaF
group), 3% bamboo salt solution (3% BS group) and the solution mixed 2% sodium fluoride solution and 3% bam-—
boo salt solution (2% NaF+3% BS group). Specimens were prepared from extracted bovine teeth and divided into 4
groups of 10 specimens each by randomized blocks according to density. Then the specimens surface were divided
equally into three parts to observe sound enamel area, incipient enamel carious area and remineralized enamel
area. Only one—third of specimen surface was coated with nail varnish and these were exposed to a lactate car—
bopol buffer system for 72 hours. Then one—half of the demineralized enamel area was coated with nail varnish.
The specimens were carried out under pH cycling model for 14 days as follows; samples were immersed in each
experimental solution for 2 mins 3 times per day, demineralized for 4 hours and in mixed saliva for the remaining
hours. After pH cycling, density was measured using micro CT.

Results : All experimental groups showed remineralization effects except for negative control group(p<0.05). The
differences of density after experimental solution treatment were statistically significant difference among 4
groups (p<0.01). The density difference values of groups were 0.04+0.01 in negative control group, 0.19+0.01 in
2% NaF group, 0.14+0.01 in 3% BS group, and 0.21+0.01 in 2% NaF+3% BS group.

Conclusions : The bamboo salt solution showed remineralization effects on incipient artificial enamel caries and the
solution mixed sodium fluoride solution and bamboo salt solution showed more remineralization effects than the
bamboo salt solution. Thus, it is suggested that bamboo salt can be used as remineralization agent in incipient
enamel caries lesion.(J Korean Soc Dent Hygiene 2012:12(2):335-343)

Keywords : Bamboo salt, Microcomputed tomography, Remineralization
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Table 1. Composition of experimental solution

Experimental solution N Concentration (%)
NaF BS
Distilled water 10 - -
2% NaF solution 10 2.0 -
3% BS solution 10 - 3.0
2% NaF + 3% BS solution 10 2.0 3.0

NaF': Sodium fluoride, BS: Bamboo salt
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S : Sound enamel surface
D : Demineralized enamel surface
R : Remineralized enamel surface

Fig. 1. Specimen surface by sort of treatments.
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Table 2. The treatment schedule used for chemical model
Time Treatment
8:00 — 8:02 Treatment solution (experimenta solution)
8:02 —12:00 Remineralizing solution (mixed saliva™®)
12:00 — 12:02 Treatment solution (experimenta solution)
12:02 — 14:00 Remineralizing solution (mixed saliva™)
14:00 — 18:00 Demineralizing solution (0.1 M lactic acid, 0.2% Carbopol solution)
18:00 — 18:02 Treatment solution (experimenta solution)
18:02 = 8:00 Remineralizing solution (mixed saliva™®)
* Mixed saliva was consisted of a 50% human saliva and 50% artificial saliva
Table 3. The density changes after treatment among groups Unit : g/cm3
Experimental group N Sound Demineralization Remineralization Re-De**
Distilled water 10 1.00£0.01 0.70£0.01 0.74£0.00 0.04+0.01°
2% NaF* 10 0.99£0.01 0.70+0.01 0.90+0.02 0.19£+0.01°
3% BS* 10 1.02£0.01 0.71£0.01 0.85£0.00 0.14£0.01°
2% NaF+3% BS* 10 1.00+0.00 0.71+0.00 0.91+0.01 0.21+0.01°

All values are Mean+SD

* 1 p<0.05 by Wilcoxon signed rank test between demineralization and remineralization
#% 1 p<0.01 by Kruskal-Wallis test, Re—De: Remineralization minus demineralization
2 b.¢: The same letter indicates no significant difference by Mann—Whitney test at 2=0.05



Fig. 2. 3D reconstructed images of specimens. (A) Distilled water, (B) 2% NaF group,
(C) 3% Bamboo salt group, (D) 2% NaF + 3% Bamboo salt group.
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