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The recognition on toothbrushing facilities and job
status of facility workers in school dental clinic

Jae—Yeon Jung - Soo—Hwa Kim - Su—Jin Han'

Dept, of Dental Hygiene, Hanyang Women's University,
]Dept, of Dental Hygiene, College of Health Science, Gachon University

ABSTRACT

Objectives . This study aims to analyze the tasks, recognition and obstacles in operation of school dental
clinics and to examine opinions on installation, operation and prerequisites for toothbrushing facilities,
Methods : It conducted a survey to the persons in charge at 378 school dental clinics in Korea and total
127 sheets, excluding incompletely answered data, were used for analysis by using SPSS 18,0,

Results : Two regular dental hygienists visit school dental clinics 2—3 times per week and work 4—6 hours
per week on average, Their tasks include oral health education, toothbrushing instruction, oral
examination, sending school newsletters, and dental sealants, The obstacles of operation include excessive
workload other than the work for the school dental clinic, lack of dentists, and lack of cooperation of
principals and teachers in school, The persons in charge think that the chief task of the school dental
clinic is the continuous oral health management, and it effectively affects students’ oral health
improvement, Most of them were for the installation of toothbrushing facilities, They said that it will be
effective in students having an adequate toothbrushing habit and their toothbrushing rate increasing
higher, They thought that if the school dental clinic is changed to toothbrushing facilities, it will improve
students’ oral health management, The prerequisites for toothbrushing facilities are the support of
manpower in charge, principal’s support, and development of operational programs,

Conclusions : The most effective function of school dental clinics is constant oral health management,
However, when public health doctors are reduced and dental sealants get included in health insurance, the
budget of local government will decrease and then it will eventually reduce the work of school dental
clinics, Therefore, it is needed to enhance support for school dental clinics or install a toothbrushing
facilities rather than a school dental clinic,(J Korean Soc Dent Hyg 2012;12(4):723-732)

Keywords : school dental clinic, toothbrushing facilities
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Table 1. General characteristics of the subjects
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Table 2. Characteristics related with duties of school dental clinic (n=127)
Variables N (%)
No. of school dental clinic(ordinary school)
none 6 (4.7
1 39 (30.7)
2 30 (23.6)
3 26 (20.5)
more than 4 26 (20.5)
No. of school dental clinic(special school)
none 92 (72.4)
1 35 (27.6)
Average visit frequency per week
less than 1 to 2 56 (44.1)
less than 2 to 3 59 (46.5)
more than 3 12 (9.4
No. of person in charge(person)
1 28 (22.0)
2 53 (41.7)
3 18 (14.2)
4 14 (11,0)
more than 5 1 (8.7
No response 3 (2.4)
Average work hour per week(hour)
less than 4 13 (10.2)
less than 4 to 6 37 (29.1)
less than 6 to 8 30 (23.6)
less than 8 to 12 24 (18.9)
more than 12 23 (18.1)
Duties*
oral health education 125 (98.4)
toothbrushing instruction 125 (98.4)
oral examination & sending school newsletters 124 (97.6)
pit & fissure sealant 124 (97.6)
scaling 119 93.7)
fluoride application 116 (91,3
to refer to a dental clinic 95 (74.8)
to promote school dental clinic 85 (66.9)
dietary control 52 (40.9)
miscellaneous 52 (40.9)
Supporting worker
health teacher 99 (78.0)
school teacher 5 (3.9
miscellaneous 3 (2.4)
none 20 (15.7)
Difficulties in managin,cg)r
heavy workload except duties of school dental clinic 71 (55.9)
shortage of dentists 46 (36.2)
lack of coordination with principal and teachers in school 40 (31.5)
absence of person in charge 33 (26.0)
lack of coordination with dentists 30 (23.6)
lack of program 14 (11.0)
lack of material resources 14 (11.0)
lack of awareness of a director in health center 13 (10.2)
lack of coordination with a superior in health center 6 (4.7
miscellaneous 9 (7.1

tmultiple choice
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Table 3. Job performance pattern in school dental clinic (n=127)
Ranking
Performance pattern N (%) ; 5 3 5 total weight T

with a dentist 118 (92.9) 104 14 0 0 576

alone 68 (53.5) 16 46 5 0 281

with other dental hygienist 22 (17.3) 3 14 4 0 85

with an assistant 15 (11.8) 1 11 2 1 56

with other person 10 (7.9 1 4 3 1 33

fTotal weight calculated after applying weight by the ranking (Ist=5, 2nd=4, 3rd=3, 4th=2, 5th=1),

Table 4. Recognition on school dental clinic (n=127)

Variables Classification N (%)

Main tasks continuous oral health care 57 (44.9)
oral health education 32 (25.2)
preventive treatment 32 (25.2)
treatment for oral disease 6 4.7

Operating state very good 26 (20.5)
good 65 (51.2)
average 30 (23.6)
bad 6 4.7

Effect on improvement very effective 77 (60.6)

of oral health effective 41 (32.3)
average 8 (6.3)
ineffective 1 (.8)

The reason why it is prevention of oral disease 77 (65.3)

effective(n=118)Jr improvement of oral health 64 (54.2)
habituation of oral care 56 (47.5)
improvement of attitude on oral health 49 (41.5)
improvement of knowledge on oral health 39 (33.1)
data collection of oral health status 28 (23.7)

The reason why it is lack of manpower for repeated education 5 (55.6)

ineffective(n=9)* preventive treatment limited to some students 4 (44.4)
lack of behavioral intention 3 (33.3)
lack in bridging the knowledge—behavior 3 (33.3)
lack of program to induce interest 2 (22.2)
not to reflect data in planning 1 (11.1)

fMultiple choice, N(118) includes the respondents who answered 'very effective(77)' and 'effective(41)',

*Multiple choice. N(9) includes the respondents who answered 'average(8)' and 'ineffective(l)'.
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Table 5. Opinions on toothbrushing facilities (n=127)

Variables N (%)
pros and cons of installation
quite favorable 74 (58.3)
favorable 34 (26.8)
general 17 (13.4)
opposite 1 (0.8
quite opposite 1 (0.8
operation effects
very effective 71 (55.9)
effective 41 (32.3)
average 13 (10.2)
ineffective 2 (16)

if school dental clinic changes to toothbrushing facility,
the effectiveness of management is

much more effectively 41 (32.1)
more effectively 49 (33.3)
nothing changed 12 (9.4
more ineffectively 23 (18.1)
much more ineffectively 9 (7.1

if school dental clinic changes to toothbrushing facility,
the operation of toothbrushing facility is

much easier 9 (7.1
easier 55 (43.3)
similar 31 (24.4)
more difficult 24 (18.9)
much more difficult 8 (6.3
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Table 6. Prerequisite for toothbrushing facilities
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