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Dental hygienist’s recognition of national health
insurance coverage of toothbrushing instruction

Jung—suk Gkuk - Jae—Ra Lee'

Dept, of Dental Hygiene, Mokpo Science College
]Dept, of Graduate School of Chosun University

ABSTRACT

Objectives : This study aimed to seek the national health insurance coverage and the efficient direction of
toothbrushing instruction and to contribute to establishing policy as auxiliary data, targeting 373 dental
hygienists who are working in some areas of Jeonnam,

Methods : A research method was questionnaire survey by individually self—administration method,

Results . It was indicated to agree to the national health insurance coverage of toothbrushing instruction
in the better understanding and cooperation level with toothbrushing instruction, in case of carrying out
toothbrushing instruction, and in the higher age group,

Conclusions : There will be a need of allowing the national health insurance coverage to be formed in the
direction at which the dental service providers and the dental service consumers can be satisfied, by being
performed a comprehensive and sufficient research for this (J Korean Soc Dent Hyg 2012;12(4):751-758)
Keywords : dental hygienist’s, national health insurancecoverage, recognition, toothbrushing instruction
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Table 1. Yes or no level on the national health insurance coverage of toothbrushing instruction according to

socio—demographic characteristics N(%)
National health insurance
Characteristics Total coverage of toothbrushing p—value
Yes No
Gender Male 6(1.6) 5(1.3) 1(0.3)
0.751
Female 367(98.4) 286(76.7) 81(21.7)
Age Under 29 years old 2492(64.9) 187(50.1) 55(14.7)
30-39 years old 112(30.0) 87(23.3) 5(6.7) 0,463
Over 40 years old 19(5.1) 17(4.6) 2(0.5)
Working place Dental clinic 195(52.3) 141(37.8) 54(14.5)
Dental hospital 174(46.6) 147(89.4) 27(7.2) 0.019*
Others(general hospital, 4(1.1) 3(0.8) 1(0.3)
health center)
Under 5 years 206(55.2) 161(43.2) 45(12.1)
Clinical career 6 years—under 10 years 98(26.3) 74(19.8) 24(6.4) 0.684
Over 11 years 69(18.5) 56(15.0) 13(3.5)
Professional bachelor 292(78.3) 220(59.0) 72(19.3)
Final academic background Bachelor 69(18.5) 60(16.1) 9(2.4) 0.057
Graduate school 12(3.2) 11(2.9) 1(0.3)

* p0.05



Table 2. Relative preference of dental caries
prevention method

Table 4. A reason for agreeing to the national
health insurance coverage of toothbrushing

prioritize Relative preference %
1 toothbrushing 37.3
2 sealant 242
3 fluorine use 22.2
4 diet control 16.3

multiple responses

Table 3. Patients’ understanding and cooperation
level given the toothbrushing instruction MzSD

Understanding

Reason N %

A change 1'n positive recognition of centering 159 42.6
on prevention

Preventive effect of oral disease 100 26.8
Occurrence of dental hygienist’s peculiar task 16 4.3
A rise in patient’s health medical benefits 15 40

Others 1 0.3

Table 5. A reason for being opposed to the
national health insurance coverage of

. and toothbrushing
Characteristics . p—value
cooperation
level Reason N %
National health Yes 38.54+0.62 Dental hygienist's heavy task 32 39.0
insurance coverage 0.000* ) ) o )
of toothbrushing No 3.21+0 49 There is no patient of desiring instruction 20 244
* 54005 Reduction in income due to insurance 1 134
coverage
Drop in medical—treatment quality 9 11.0
29k TH(p»0.05)(Table 1), . .
Exposure of income due to insurance 5 61
coverage :
32 ilol._?_A_!% 01|'é>“=.'=."°£ %Rél‘l:l‘__'l_ é';”—.* Others 5 6.2
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Table 6. Proper age, co—payment, and frequency per one patient given the national health insurance
coverage of toothbrushing instruction N(%)
National health insurance
Characteristics Total coverage of toothbrushing p—value
Yes No
Under youth 140(37.5) 105(28.2) 35(9.4
Proper age Senior citizens 40(10.7) 28(7.5) 12(3.2 0.142
Whole age groups 193(51.7) 158(42.4) 35(9.4
Under 5,000 won 147(39.4) 105(28.2) 42(11,3)
5,000 won — under “
Co—payment 10,000 won 148(89.7) 123(33.0) 25(6.7) 0.043
Over 10,000 won 78(20.9) 63(16.9) 15(4,0)
Once a year 29(7.8) 23(6.2) 6(1.6)
Twice a year 133(35.7) 100(26.8) 33(8.8)
Frequency perone patient Three times a year 80(21.4) 65(17.4) 15(4.0) 0.760
Four times a year 56(15.0) 46(12.3) 10(2.7)
Five times a year 75(20.1) 57(15.3) 18(4.8)
* p<0,05
Table 7. Factors of having influence upon the national health insurance coverage of toothbrushing
instruction
B SE Beta t p—value
Patients’ understanding and cooperation 0,278 0,058 0,240 4,818 0,000
Appearance of carrying out toothbrushing instruction 0,496 0,113 0,217 4,375 0.000
Age 0.114 0.056 0.101 2.040 0,042
Adjusted R? = 0,127, p=0,000
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