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ABSTRACT

Objectives : The purpose of this study was to investigate the image toward the elderly among
dental hygiene students,

Methods : The subjects were 348 college students, A self-reported questionnaire was filled
out by the students from May 15 to June 15, 2013, The questionnaire included general characteristics
of the elderly people and image toward the elderly.

Results : As for the elderly people-related general characteristics of the students, 79.9 percent
of the students had never received education on the elderly, Approximately more than half of
the students replied that they lived with elderly people and gave positive answers to living with
elderly people out of filial duty and respect for the elderly, They got a mean of 79.78+10.60
out of 140 in image toward the elderly, Those who believe in religion and have more siblings
tended to have a positive image toward the elderly people.

Conclusions : In order to have a positive image toward the elderly people, volunteer activity
for the elderly people in senior welfare centers can make the students more positive to the elderly
people.

Key Words : attitude toward the elderly, the department of dental hygiene, the elderly, image
of the elderly
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Table 1, Reliability of the questionnaire

1, Gl

BTt 20134 59 155 20134 69 159714 7HY
Ao} ATl 2| 918} S EE EH SO 35S HO|
ato] 2717|144 AEA A 3 1 shalct. 2l *2—‘%1]
= 359FE SHO| BT 1152 ALJgk 348kl tisfAl

A HIUEE AV IARES] ARk S49ud 2,
AR IAS] ol duba] Al 2, b Al
=9 eRlol| tigh oA EFOR o FojHint. 2AM O
AAe] el AR ARRS) telof] tiet ofwixjHd &
et olArH1989)7F 7Rt teklol] Hiek S-S o
o070 AAste] E4et e ARSI

3. MEX| MR BAM

1 Aol AR At AlEEE dop ] flaf Al
&= 71Z(Cronbach's Alpha Test)S AAFCE 1 A} ‘A
"2 EAY 147)) H8)0] AlR|% A4 0,705, wolo] thst
A4 ARk 2571 ko] AlE|E Alg= 0.809, =2l
ek e A 207 3o AlEE Al4= 079008
UEPS T Table 1),

4, SHEAMEH

ApRo] EA A BAL Spss 12,0 version for window-g
ol gatolet. AEE Foll P2 AR o] FA AR ARk
577 i‘?ﬂ&%‘_ URHA ARGl 159} Rl = g
H 2418 A, ANOVA
testO & BAGIY nE %74]?: % SWAlEl 08 7

Jak3lct.

o

Section

Number of questions Cronbach a

General features
Items related to knowledge of the elderly
Also of attitudes toward the elderly

14 0.705
25 0.809
20 0.790

T eronbach test
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Table 2. General features
Frequency Percentage
ltem (n=348) (%)
Age 21 and under 22 65.2
22 and over 121 34.8
Academic year Freshman 120 34.5
Sophomore 13 32.5
Junior 14 32.8
Senior 1 0.3
Religion Religious 142 40.8
Not religious 206 59.2
Marital status Single 341 9R.0
Married 7 2.0
The others _ _
(separated, divorced or separated by death)
Where have you grown Large cities 59 19
up? (metropolitan cities, small and mid—sized cities) :
Small and mid—sized cities 215 61.8
Rural areas 8l 23.3
Type of family Extended family(large family) 47 135
Nuclear family(small family) 300 86.2
The others 1 0.3
Number of sibling 0 17 49
1 200 57.5
2 87 25.0
3 or more 44 12.6
Total 348 100.0
o127} 3. thaxtel Lol ofaIXiol CHEt FA}

QHIRO| EM

1. SCHAXEe| Ydixol £
URHY EAJ ol A= 214 olab7} 65. 2% Woko, 151
34,50, 2813 32,50, 381 32,802 FAREQIC) Favt 9l
AR 59,200, M) E0] 341 98,000 LFEREOH | A4
oo L A|(EHA], FOIA] Z3D) 14.9%, ZAEA] 61.8%E
LERGAL, 7158l 86,2067 317150 Tk Table 2).
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Table 3. Elderly people—related general characteristics

Frequency Percentage
Item (n=348) (%)
. . e Experienced 13 32.5
Work experience in medical institutions Not experienced 995 675
. Educated 70 20.1
Education related to the elderly Not. educated 773 79.9
. Experienced 220 63.2
Volunteer work experience for the elderly Not expetienced 193 6.8
. . . Experienced 195 56.0
Experience of living with elderly people Not. experienced 153 44.0
Positive 118 60.5
Feelings about living with elderly people Negative 14 7.2
Have little idea 63 32.3
Quite necessary &0 23.0
Tnhering the ideas of filial duty and respect for the L CooSAY 183 92,6
cldorl So—s0 82 23.6
Y Unnecessary 3 0.9
Quite unnecessary - -
Total 348 100.0
Table 4. Image of the elderly
Item Mean+SD
1. Wise ——————— Foolish 3154111
2. Kind ——————— Unkind 3.49+1.22
3. Well-informed ——————— ignorant 3.70+1,06
4, Happy ——————— Sad 4.13+1.07
5. Reliable — Unreliable 3.19+1.16
6. Generous ———————— Selfish 3.41+1.27
7. Active ————— Passive 4,48+1.30
8. Neat ——————— Untidy 3.87+1.24
9. Friendly ————— Unfriendly 3.42+1.14
10. Interesting ————— Boring 4,49+1.12
1. Productive ————— Unproductive 4.58+1.12
12. Healthy —————— m 4,98+1.26
13, Good ———————— Bad 3.23+1.10
14, Flexible —— Unflexible 4,014+1,30
15, Independent ————— Dependent 4.31+1.35
16, Progressive ————— Conservative 5.26+1.24
17. Attractive ————— Unattractive 4.35£0,97
18, Patient — Impatient 3.40+1.37
19, Optimistic ————— Pessimistic 4.07+1.13
20. Non—complaining ——— Grouchy 4.44+1.26
Overall Image to the elderly 79,78+10.60
R 471504 wmelo] Tt ofu Az FAAelgl = kol T AL ARlo] Qs TP 787, el
C}(Table 5). O A% iz tAAF 78,67, ol Aol 94
Hololel ikt 76,7, ARRA A Al FHA
5. QI 2 UUbx] ARato]| wE =21 0|O0|X| B 3 giREe] 75.9%4, 79.98 02 197 okd i)
ZA} AFE T} 0l o ofu A A0l A0 A
YRS % teola el Eof w2 ojulx) Aol L, ol FAHOEE O3t AUHULHTable 6).
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Table 5. Image according to the general characteristics for the elderly
Frequency
+ =
Item Mean+SD t,F—value (n=348)
AgeT 21 and under 79.5+11.0 —0,616 227
22 and over 80.3%£ 9.9 121
Academic yearﬁf Freshman 79.94+11 1% 0.343 120
Sophomore 79.24+10,7 113
Junior 80.3+10,1° 114
Senior 75,0+ 0.0 1
Religion ' Religious 78.4410,9 -2.106 142
Not religious 80.8+10.3 206
Marital status’ Single 79.9410,7 2.257 341
Married 75,2+ 4.0 7
The others B _
(separated, divorced or separated by death)
Where have you Large cities
+
grown up?’ (metropolitan cities, small and mid—sized cities) 8.8+ 9.3 1028 52
Small and mid—sized cities 79.5+11.2 215
Rural areas 79.4+ 9.7 8l
Type of family Extended family(large family) 80.0£8.3 0.048 47
Nuclear family(small family) 79.8+10.9 300
The others 77.0£ 0.0 1
Number of sibhnggr 0 84.3+ 7.7 6.076 17
1 79.7+ 9.5° 200
2 81.9+12.9° 87
3 or more 74.4+ 9.1° 44
Total i 348
"Student T—test, 'ANOVA test(Kruskal-Wallis analysis), p<0.05, p<0.0L
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Table 6. Image of the elderly according elderly people-related general characteristics,

Item Mean=+SD t,F—value freq.

. . e Experienced 79.3+10.4 —0.550 13

Work experience in medical institutions Not, experienced 80,0410.7 935
. + FEducated 80.8+11.6 0.859 70
Education related to the elderly Not. educated 79.5+10.3 978
. " Experienced 787+ 9.7 —2.514 220

Volunteer work experience for the elderly Not, experienced 8164119 .‘ 198
. . . + Experienced 78.6+10.7 -2.279 195
Experience of living with elderly people Not experienced 819410.4 153
Positive 76.7+ 9.6 9.589 118

Feelings about living with elderly people* Negative 88.56£17.0 14
Have little idea 80.0£ 9.2 63

Quite necessary 75.9410,6" 6.755 80

. . " Necessary 79.9+ 9.6° 183
iﬂgfnfg the ideas of filial duty and respect for the Yoso 8394117 29
v Unnecessary 82.3+ 6.7 3

Quite unnecessary — —

"Student T—test, TANOVA test(Kruskal-Wallis analysis), p<0 05,
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