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ABSTRACT

Objectives : The purpose of the study is to investigate the influencing factors on English
interest and anxiety in dental hygiene students.

Methods : A self-reported questionnaire was filled out by 1,040 dental hygiene students in
six universities in Busan and Gyeongnam from April 1 to 30, 2013, The questionnaire consisted
of general characteristics, foreign language performance anxiety scale, and English interest, The
data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, independent t-tests, one-way ANOVA, and multiple
regressions,

Results : Those who travelled abroad tended to have a liking for English. English credits
significantly influenced on English interest. and employment. The period of English study was
proportional to interest and grade of English.

Conclusions : The interest and anxiety for English was the major factor to improve the mastery
of English, The dental hygienists must try to improve the mastery of language proficiency.
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Table 1, Distribution of English interest and English

anxiety
Categories Mean=+SD

English interests 13.9343 45
English interests for school grades

English interests

+

for Employment for Employment 23.10+4.61

Aspiration on English 19.47+5.21

Production anxiety 49.16+11.96
English anxiety ig;i}f;nzﬂua“m 19,05+5.39

Literacy anxiety 29,20£6,57
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Table 2. General characteristics of study subjects™

(p€0.001), +-AFS] F=2 Ay L.
9] Al sH1ofA4 234 Cronbach's @ = 0.811, U

oJ3H4] Cronbach's @ = 0,863, G} Gronbach's ¢ = 0,7260]

Variables N %
Grade(n=1,025) Freshman 336 371
Sophomore 243 23.4
Junior 373 35.9
Senior 23 2.2
Native speaker Yes 157 151
(n=1,040) No 833 84.9
Visit in overseas Yes 853 82.0
(n=992) No 139 13.4
Current studying English Yes 548 52.7
(n=1,040) No 492 47.3
TOEIC score Yes 634 61,0
(n=1,040) No 406 39.0
Ideal English teacher Native speaker 674 64.8
(n=1,022) Korean 348 33.5
Ideal terminology teacher Native speaker 167 16.1
(n=1,017) Korean 850 8L7
English credits Very high 26 2.5
(n=1,004) High 83 8.5
Moderate 363 34.9
Low 335 32.2
Very low 192 18.5
Overall school record Very high 13 10.9
(GPA)(n=1,021) High 308 29.6
Moderate 364 35.0
Low 170 16.3
Very low 66 6.3
Purpose for studying Employment 259 24.9
English(n=1,040) Self development 409 39.3
Go on to graduate school 92 8.8
Nothing special reasons 280 26.9

‘There were missing values,
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Table 3. English interests and anxiety according to the general characteristics

English interests

English anxiety

English English
. . L . Aural & .
Variables N interests interests Asplratl.on Produ_ctlon Evaluation ther_acy
for school for on English anxiety . anxiety
grades Employment Apprehension
Mean=*SD Mean=+SD Mean=*SD Mean=*SD Mean=+SD Mean=*SD
Native Yes 157  1355+316  2327+384 20204477  45.83+8.96 18.54+6.18 27.92+4.81
speker No 883 13174350 2307474 19344528  49.75+12.33 19.1445.24 29.43+6.82
D 0.208 0.618 0.057 <0,001 0,197 0,008
Vigt i Yes 853  13.23+356  22.96+4.75 19234537  49.55+12.38 19.18+5.59 29.41+6,72
overseas O 139 13214285 23954380 20.35+4.118  47.79+10.3 18.60+4.41 98.45+6.12
D 0.941 0.020 0.019 0.113 0.251 0.116
ropic Yes 634 13194278 22994360  19.34+4.16  47.7849.03 1847+4.09  28.45+4.69
coore No 406 13294430  2327+586  19.69+653  51.32+1524 19.9746.87  30.36+8.62
D 0.681 0.375 0.289 <0,001 <0.001 <0.001
Freshman 386 13754280 2327+3.82 19114498  49.03+9.87  18.89+4.98"  29.23+4.80
Sophomore 243 13424491 23444674  2010+7.55°  50.58+17.69  19.56+7.33"  30.51+10.5
Grade  Junior 373 1267284 22844367 19604421  4853+9.98 1898+4.30  28.50+4.58
Senior 23 15742500 21524359 17134397  47.39+896  17.78+4.97"  27.83+4.21
D 0.002 0,152 0.035 0.269 0,428 0,002
Very high 26 1331£3.00° 226243627 21.624366° 44544878  16.88+505"  26.35+5.3%"
High 88 14.09+2.86°  23.77+4.10°  2191+4.61°  4375+1054" 17474493  26.66+4.98
English Moderate 363 13234244  92.82+349° 19514367  4593+7.39  17.72+330"  27.49+3.60"
credits  Tow 353 12.90+261"  23.01+392"° 18.86+373°  50.38+7.92° 19.55+4.64° 29914453
Very low 192 12.30+319"  22.404360° 17414435  52.44+994°  20.07+4.35"  30,48+4.35
P <0,001 <0,001 <0,001 <0,001 <0,001 <0,001
Very high 13 13134280  2381+£342° 1976+4.31 4883+10.28°  19.06+4.48"  98.67+4.92"
High 308 13104277 233243510  19.66+4.29  481U+871  18.69+3.88"  92871+4.30"
S;’Eza;} Moderate 364 12914264 22,39i3,541 18,79+3.89 47,6o¢8,50: 18,19ir3,782 28,31i3,95z
roord OV 170 13184271  2246+389" 18884389  50.37+8.66 19.44+398° 29784543
Very low 66 12.94+302 225243600 19.27+418  4826+1011°  19.79+7.98  9897+4.26"
D 0.801 <0,001 0,028 0.019 0.005 0.013
Clinics 237 1279+4.85%  22.95+650°  19.27+7.27  SL.84+1711°  19.88+7.03  30,43+9.78
Employ Hospital 481 13194282 22.92¢3.81f 19.2144.34 48424947  18.98+4.94"  28.89+4.73
Cpent | Reseachers 258 1393299  2378+4.05" 20004461 4816+1040°  1857+450'  28.83+6,04°
Non—relative 64  12.33+279" 22204353  19.66+4.19  48.86+1018"  1853+4.76°  28.22+531"
D <0,001 0,029 154 0,001 .038 0,010

Yalues were mean tstandard deviation
“p—values were determined by independent t—test or one—way ANOVA procedure
*> The same letter denoted that there was no significant difference between groups by Duncan's multiple comparison(py0.05).
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Table 4, The correlation of English interests and anxiety
. Aural, . .Engl|sh English Aspiration
Classification Prodt,!ctlon evaluation ther.acy Interests interests for on
anxiety apprehension anxiety for school employment English
grades

Production 1

anxiety -

Aural, evaluation 0,827 1

apprehension

Literacy anxiety 0. 882 0. 784 1 -

English interests 0,361 0.364 " 0,424~ 1

for school grades

English interests 0,445 0.373" 0.492 0.677 1

for employment - - , - ,

Aspiration on 0.338" 0.377 0,398 0.671 0,697 1

Fnglish

The data were analyzed by Pearson correlation coefficient
p<O 001
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Table 5. The effect factors on English interests

English interests

English interests for

Variables e e Aspiration on English Englishinterests(Total)
8 t p 8 t p 8 t p B t p

Period of

studying 0.073 2302 002 0068 2101 0036  0.09 3,086 0.002% 0,099 3129 0,002

English

English N

credits -0.151 —4.583 0000 -0.013 -038 0703 -0263 8218 0.000* -0182 5566 0.000

GPA 0.038 1,172 0242 0114 3494 0.000  0.003 0.100 0920 -0.03 -1034 0.279
R2=0.031,p—value=0.000,  R2=0.019, p—value=0.000, R2=0.089, p—value=0.000 R2=0.065,p—value=0.000
F=10.730 F=6.471 F=32.257 F=19.263

p(0.05, pc0.01,  pc0.001

Table 6. The effect factors of English Anxiety

Production anxiety L G Literacy anxiety English
apprehension anxiety(Total)

8 t p 8 t p 8 t p 8 t p
Number of 0,014 -0174 0862 0013 -0165 0869 —0129 —-1604 0111 -0048 -0.600 0.550
visiting
overseas ) )
Period of —0.272  —3.206 0,002* -0.076 -0.872 0334 —0133 -1544 0125 -0.204 —2400 0.018*
studying
English
TOFIC score  0.066 0806 0422 0121 11421 0157 0062 0737 0463 0094 1141 025
Native -0112 -1400 0164 0171 -2.083 0039 -0148 -18% 0069 0159 -1996 0,048
speakers
Frequency 0.149 —-.149 0.057 0.083 1,038 0.301 0.133 1,683 0.094 0.143 1,839 0.068
of meeting
with native
speakers
R2=0,128, p—value=0,001, R2=0,072, p—value=0,044, R2=0,099, p—value=0,007, R2=0.125, p—value=0,001,
F=4.432 F=2.342 F=3.320 F=4.301
"p<0.05, pd0.01,  p{0.001
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