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ABSTRACT

Objectives: The purpose of the study is to investigate the influence of socio-demographic characteristics and ethical type on self-esteem
in dental hygiene students.

Methods: A self-reported questionnaire was completed by 657 dental hygiene students in J region from November 10 to December
10, 2014. Data were analyzed by SPSS 12.0 program. The study instrument consisted of ethical type and self-esteem by Liker 5 scale.
Ethical type was adapted from Ethics Position Questionnaire by Forsyth and self-esteem was adapted and modified from Rosenburg
instrument. Cronbach alpha was 0.850 in ethical type and 0.840 in self-esteem.

Results: Ethical type of dental hygiene students showed higher idealism of 3.87 and relativism of 3.59. Self-esteem was 3.49. Extroverted
personality tended to show higher self-esteem. Age, monthly income of parents, family atmosphere had an influence on self-esteem.
The explanatory power of the study was 35.0%.

Conclusions: The ethical type and self-esteem were the important factors to the dental hygiene students in career development.
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Table 1, General characteristics of the subjects
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Division N %
Age(y) 18~20 312 52.0
21~22 248 413
23~25 32 5.3
26< 8 1.3
Religion Christianity 160 26.7
Catholic 40 6.7
Buddhism 16 2.7
No religion 376 62.7
Others 8 1.3
GPA(Grade point average) Lower than 2.4 32 5.3
2.5~3.0 96 16.0
3.1~35 184 30.7
3.6~4.0 240 40.0
Higher than 4.0 48 8.0
The average monthly income of <200 144 24.0
the parents(Unit: million won) 200~299 144 24.0
300~399 176 29.3
400~499 72 12.0
=500 64 10.7
Home atmosphere Not a very harmonious 8 1.3
Not a harmonious 8 1.3
Normally 200 333
It is harmonious 240 40.0
It is very harmonious 144 24.0
Personality type Introverte 96 16.0
Normally 296 493
Extroverte 176 29.3
It is a very extrovert 32 53
Total 600 100.0
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Table 2, Subject of ethical type and self esteem cognitive level

N Mix Max Mean+SD
Ethical type Idealism 600 3.00 5.00 3.87+0.43
Relativism 600 2.70 5.00 3.59+0.51
Self-esteem 600 2.10 5.00 3.49+0.60
Table 3, Self—esteem according to socio—demographic characteristics
Division Self-esteem _
N Mean+SD F(t) p-value
Age(y) 18~20 312 3.43+0.60°
21~22 248 3.55+0.61°
23~25 32 3.43+0.35° 8.712 <0.001
26< 8 4.40+0.00°
Religion Christianity 160 3.61+0.54*
Catholic 40 3.54+0.30°
Buddhism 16 3.60+0.96* 6.466 <0.001
No religion 376 3.45+0.73%
Others 8 2.60+0.56
GPA Lower than 2.4 32 3.40+0.52°
(Grade point average) 25~3.0 96 3.45+1.82°
3.1~35 184 3.50+0.54% 0.438 <0.001
3.6~4.0 240 3.51+0.60"
Higher than 4.0 48 3.55+0.33°
The average monthly <200 144 3.33+0.61°
income of the parents 200~299 144 3.34+0.51°
(Unit: million won) 300~399 176 3.38+0.49° 32.734 <0.001
400~499 72 3.90+0.51*
=500 64 4.01£0.64"
Home atmosphere Not a very harmonious 8 3.10+0.00
Not a harmonious 8 2.90:£0.00
Normally 200 3.23+0.61° 25.527 <0.001
It is harmonious 240 3.55+0.51*
It is very harmonious 144 3.80+£0.59°
Personality type Introverte 96 3.33£0.41™
Normally 296 3.47+0.58°
Extroverte 176 3.56+0.68" 7375 <0.001
It is a very extrovert 32 3.85+0.68™

by the one-way ANOVA

**“The same charactors are not significant by Duncan test at a=0.05
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Table 4, Ethical types according to socio—demographic characteristics

L Idealism Relativism
Division N Mean+SD F(t) p—value* N Mean+SD F(t) p-value*
Age(y) 18~20 312 3.88+0.41° 312 3.65+0.56°
b be
21~22 248 3.84¢0.43b 15818 <0.001 248 3.46¢o.43a L8 <0001
23~25 32 3.70+0.33 32 3.8320.40
26< 8 4.80-0.00° 8 4.10+0.00%
Religion Christianity 160 3.97+0.54° 160 3.78+0.64%
Catholic 40 3.98+0.30° 40 3.70+0.47%
Buddhism 16  3.60£021° 5563  <0.001 16 3304021 12719 <0.001
No religion 376 3.83x0.38 376 3.5140.44°
Others 8 4.00£0.00° 8 3.00+0.00*
GPA(Grade Lower than 2.4 32 4.20+0.53° 32 3.28+0.53°
point average) 25~3.0 96 3.78+0.28" 96 3.57+0.37*
3.1~35 184  3.80+049°  7.837  <0.001 184 3.59+0.64°  3.615 <0.01
3.6~4.0 240 3.91+0.38 240 3.61+0.48"
Higher than 4.0 48 3.89+0.45° 43 3.68+0.31°
The average <200 144 3.96+0.34™ 144 3.53+0.48°
monthly income 544799 144 3.860.41% 144 3.64+0.54%
?&:ﬂe rﬂ?{ﬁgf 300~399 176 3712046% 1146  <0.001 176 346050 12785  <0.001
won) 400~499 72 4.11x040% 72 3.930.53%
>500 64 3.85+0.41% 64 3.5140.33°
;"m‘g‘:phere E;éninzzzys 8 3.7940.00" 8 3.80£0.00°
Not a harmonious 8 3.79+0.00° 8 2.90+0.00°
Normally 200  3.86£045° 5506  <0.001 200 3.66£0.54° 5778  <0.001
It is harmonious 240 3.80+0.38" 240 3.54+0.35"
ga;;ovrfgus 144 3974047 144 3.58:0.68°
Personality type  Introverte 96 3.88+0.35° 96 3.66+0.43
Normally 296 3.88+0.44° 2451 <001 296 3558056 0288
Extroverte 176 3.89+0.42° 176 3.60+0.51
It is a very extrovert 32 3.90+0.52 32 3.63+0.26

“by the one-way ANOVA
*“The same charactors are not significant by Duncan test at a=0.05
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Table 5, Self-esteem and ethical factors relevant to the type

F=41.359,(p<0.001), R*=0.359, Adj R*=0.350

Division Self-esteem Idealism Relativism
Self-esteem 1
Idealism 0.370” 1
Relativism 0.124™ 0.381" 1
*p<0.01 by pearson’s correlation coefficients

Table 6. Factors related to self—esteem
Division B SD B t p-value”
constant 0.265 0.267 0.992 0.322
Age(y) 0.132 0.030 0.144 4.361 <0.001
GPA(Grade point average) 0.023 0.021 0.038 1.111 0.267
The average monthly income
of the parents(Unit: million 0.133 0.017 0.280 7.815 <0.001
won)
Home atmosphere 0.174 0.026 0.246 6.684 <0.001
Personality type 0.040 0.029 0.052 1.390 0.165
Idealism 0.525 0.051 0.374 10.356 <0.001
Relativism -0.046 0.044 -0.039 -1.048 0.295

by multiple logistic regression
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