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ABSTRACT

Objectives: The purpose of this study is to investigate third and forth year dental students’ perception towards dental hygienists as
professionals.

Methods: A self-reported questionnaire was completed by 602 dental college students in Korea after receiving the informed consent.
Except incomplete answers, 217 data were analyzed. The questionnaire consisted of three questions of the general perception towards
dental hygienists, four questions of the cooperation relationship to the dental hygienists, four questions of oral health education, five
questions of preventive dental health care, five questions of dental treatment cooperation, and five questions of dental health care
management. The data were analyzed using PASW Statistics 18.0(SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL, USA).

Results: Most of the dental college students viewed the dental hygienists as professionals. However, they did not exactly know the
professional job of dental hygienists within the current national medical services system and they often viewed the dental hygienists
as amedical assistant. The dental college students thought that the key role of the dental hygienists is the dental assisting. Only a small
fraction of the participants recognized oral health promotion, preventive cares, and hospital management as professional roles of dental
hygienists.

Conclusions : Dental college students’ perception towards dental hygienists as professionals needs to be improved. Understanding the
job description of dental hygienists clearly is a crucial part of dental students’ learning process and future practice.
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Table 1, General characteristics of the subjects

Classification N %
Region Regions except Seoul 50 23.0
Seoul 167 77.0
Age 20~25 70 323
26~31 106 48.8
Older than 32 41 18.9
Grade 3rd grade 142 65.4
4rh grade 75 34.6
Gender Male 137 63.1
Female 80 36.9
Total 217 100.0

Table 2, General perception on the dental hygiene profession

Contents N %
Perception about the dental hygienist (DH) as Yes 212 97.7
professionals No 5 2.3
Information source about the DH profession Media 21 9.7
Acquaintance 25 11.5
Class/Lecture 72 332
Clinical Practice 63 29.0
Others sources 22 10.1
No answer 14 6.5
The job classification within Medical Service Act Medical Personnel 32 14.7
Medical Technicians 9 4.1
Medical Assistant 167 77.0
Assistant without DH license 3 1.4

Don’t know 6 2.8
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Table 3, Dental college students’ perception towards dental hygienists as professionals Unit : N(%)
3" grade 4™ grade
Contents agree no opinion  disagree agree no disagree p-value®
opinion

Effective collaboration between 90(63.4) 46(32.4) 6(4.2) 52(69.3) 20(26.7) 3(4.0) 0.670
dentists and dental hygienists

Positive effect of cooperation on  135(95.1) 4(2.8) 3(2.1) 70(93.3) 4(5.3) 1(1.3) 0.600
work efficiency
Sharing common goals for the 106(74.6) 30(21.1) 6(4.2) 51(68.0) 19(25.3) 5(6.7) 0.532
betterment of clients

Mutual trust between dentists and 90(63.4) 41(28.9) 11(7.7) 39(52.0) 32(42.7) 4(5.3) 0.119
dental hygienists
"by chi-square test

Table 4, Oral health promotion education Unit = N(%)

3" grade 4" grade

Contents Yes No Don’t know Yes No Don’t know p-value
Public oral health promotion programs  99(69.7)  25(17.6) 18(12.7) 56(74.7) 13(17.3) 6(8.0) 0.565
Toothbrushing instruction 129(90.8)  6(4.2) 7(4.9) 72(96.0)  1(1.3) 2(2.7) 0.364
Educating patients how to use various oral 131(92.9)  3(2.1) 7(5.0) 72(96.0) 1(1.3) 2(2.7) 0.658
care products
Developing oral health promotion 81(57.0) 35(24.6) 26(18.3) 52(69.3) 17(22.7) 6(8.0) 0.089
education resources
“by chi-square test

Table 5, Preventive dental hygiene care Unit : N(%)

3 grade 4™ grade .
Contents p-value
Yes No Don’t know Yes No Don’t know

Scaling 97(68.3) 30(21.1) 15(10.6) 60(80.0) 13(17.3) 2(2.7) 0.075
Plaque Control 99(70.2) 31(22.0) 11(7.8) 60(80.0) 12(16.0) 3(4.0) 0.271
Pit and Fissure Sealants 40(28.2) 90(63.4) 12(8.5) 16(21.3) 54(72.0) 5(6.7) 0.441
Fluoride Application 110(77.5) 23(16.2) 9(6.3) 57(76.0) 14(18.7) 4(5.3) 0.873
Diet Control 115(81.0) 11(7.7) 16(11.3) 66(88.0) 7(9.3) 2(2.7) 0.090

“by chi-square test
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Table 6. Dental assistance Unit : N(%)
3" grade 4™ grade .
Contents p-value
Yes No Don’t know Yes No Don’t know
Intra & Extra oral photo taking 112(78.9) 19(13.4) 11(7.7) 60(80.0)  13(17.3) 2(2.7) 0.267
Explaining care plan to the patient & 85(59.9)  48(33.8) 9(6.3) 50(66.7)  18(24.0) 7(9.3) 0.285
pre-treatment education
Cooperation during the assessment & 118(83.1)  21(14.8) 3(2.1) 70(93.3) 2(2.7) 3(4.0) 0.018
explaining post-treatment precautions
Incremental oral health education 124(87.3)  13(9.2) 5(3.5) 69(92.0) 3(4.0) 3(4.0) 0.383
Sterilization and management of dental 135(95.1) 3(2.1) 4(2.8) 67(89.3) 6(8.0) 2(2.7) 0.118
equipments
by chi-square test
Table 7. Hospital management Unit & N(%)
3 grade 4" grade .
Contents p-value
Yes No Don’t know Yes No Don’t know
Assignment for efficient treatment  122(85.9) 12(8.5) 8(5.6) 69(92.0) 2(2.7) 4(5.3) 0.252
time
Managing dental assessment process  99(69.7)  31(21.8) 12(8.5) 63(84.0) 9(12.0) 3(4.0) 0.070
Managing patients' health insurances  95(66.9)  33(23.2) 14(9.9) 68(90.7) 3(4.0) 4(5.3) 0.0001
and medical history
Managing various dental materials  119(83.8) 14(9.9) 9(6.3) 66(88.0) 5(6.7) 4(5.3) 0.685
and medicine
Managing incremental oral health 109(76.8)  18(12.7) 15(10.6) 65(87.8) 4(5.4) 5(6.8) 0.134
program
“by chi-square test
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3sPA T} 45hdo] At E AN Yol el A
Akl QUL ‘oA TA A o gt AF F x|2t
ALl FaYFl AMA AL A HAFE 2o
gt QlA]o] =A] Qhokal AHE AN BT L]
o Fto] tiEk Q1AL 331A(28.2%), 431d(21.3%) &
F 7P itk

3. ‘A EFR o gt FEmollA AR, A5
g A 9 us, AR J@x - AR Agat
Al s ol disf 43hdo] 3ehdR ) < Igry et
I ST Hlgo] w8ItE O S AR @, &
OARe; Aol oigh 3R 33MA(83.1%), 43P
(93.3%) 7tell felgt zto|7k QI p<0.05).

4. 73T P&l thelirs B FgofA] 3shd Tt
48P o] 2|9 APALe] YRR QA= Hl&o] &Sk

- Ol20| - O - M / X|ZIMAt]l ChH ofi|X|ZtelIAre] Q1AL AL 537

oh % 8k el - oIS disl <1
AP ekn 9ol o] 33RA0)A] 66.9%, 45HA0|A]
90.7% P 7holl frolgt 2ko]7} 21Atkp<0.05).

o|E m|Fojio} ATeart Eo] | 2pePPARe} oA =
219 FHRAFES Al M= FYT dAuR ke A
TPl TRt Ql4jo] REsiar el iRk ofsirt
shada 2jo|7} glon) 1 ofsfwrt wWrtar g 4= Qlt. o}
ZhA] ouX|TejALE tiFe R Ef Aol ATt o
TH2HRE QA AR efel gt o] Ean et A
WS St AR G2 obd, 4T AFE
Ao 2 SRS 9 359 BEE Thdte geAs A
A 87t Qlk ofd XSRS Fel| AelA 9 om
Au|20] o] gd ZoR Y|dRitt.
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