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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study aimed to investigate the regional difference of chronic periodontal care services in Korea by the analysis 0of 2010
raw data from Health Insurance Review and Assessment Service.

Methods: The subjects were the chronic periodontitis patients over 35 years old from dental care facilities in Korea. The study population
was 278,319 including 264,994 claims made by dental clinics, 8,084 by dental hospitals, 3,509 by general hospitals, and 1,732 by tertiary
hospitals.

Results: There was a significant difference in medical care cost benefit between the provinces(p<0.0001). The age groups showed a
clear difference in the patient charge, cost of insurance, and medical care cost benefit(p<0.0001). In consideration of the first visit or
revisit, there were differences in the rate of prescription, dental examination, and surgical procedures of the chronic periodontal patients
from dental facilities. The radiographic use rate in the tertiary hospitals was 2.6 times higher than that of the dental clinic in the treatment
of the new chronic periodontal patients.

Conclusions: The use of dental services in the periodontitis is influenced by the types of medical services facility, cost of medical insurance,
and patient charge. In consideration of cost benefit analysis, prevention is the most important care for the periodontitis. Regional difference
in peridontitis is cause by the use of medical services and quality of treatment.
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Fig. 1. Data selection flow
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Table 1. General characteristics of the study population

Classification N %
Sex

Male 148,894 53.5
Female 129,425 46.5
Age(years)

35-44 60,504 21.7
45-54 94,186 33.9
55-64 68,737 24.7
65-74 42,276 152
75=< 12,616 4.5
Total 278,319 100.0
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