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ABSTRACT

Objectives: The purpose of the study is to investigate the influence of elderly-related experience on attitude toward elderly in dental
hygiene students.

Methods: A self-reported questionnaire was completed by 213 dental hygiene students in Suwon from November 21 to 30, 2012. The
questionnaire consisted of general characteristics of the subjects, elderly-related experience, knowledge on elderly, and attitude toward
elderly by Likert 7 points scale. The instrument for knowledge on elderly was adapted from facts on aging quiz- I by Palmore and modified
by Kim et al. Data were analyzed by t test, one way ANOVA, and multiple regression analysis using SPSS 21.0 program.

Results: The attitude toward the elderly was 2.794+0.42. The elderly-related experience had a positive influence on the attitude toward
elderly(p=0.019) according to the level of experiencing the elderly(r=0.161, p<0.05). The influence of elderly-related experience
on attitude toward the elderly showed that an experiencing variable is key factor in predicted variable of the attitude toward the
elderly(5=0.177 p=0.015).

Conclusions: Elderly-related experience had an effect on positive attitude toward the elderly people in the dental hygiene students. It
is necessary to develop and implement the education program for the exact knowledge and attitude toward the elderly.
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Table 1, Socio—demographic characteristics of the subjects

Classification N %
Parents survival Yes 200 93.9
No 13 6.1
Grandparents survival Yes 175 82.2
No 38 17.8
Religion Protestant 64 30.0
Catholic 21 9.9
Buddhist 15 7.0
None 105 493
Etc 8 3.8
Growth area Metropolis 88 41.3
Micropolis 106 49.8
Rural village 19 8.9
Perceived economic status Very high 1 0.5
High 24 11.3
Middle 149 70.0
Low 35 16.4
Very low 1 1.4
Total 213 100
Table 2. The elderly—related experience
Classification N %
Lecture on the elderly Yes 27 12.7
No 186 87.3
Practical experience Yes 56 263
No 157 73.7
Feeling after practical exercise Very good 7 12.5
Good 17 30.3
Normal 25 44.6
Bad 7 12.5
Volunteer work experience Yes 104 48.8
No 109 51.2
Feeling after volunteer work experience Very good 21 20.1
Good 45 432
Normal 29 27.8
Bad 9 8.6
Living experience with elderly Yes 107 50.2
No 106 49.8
Feeling after living experience Very good 30 28.0
Good 36 33.6
Normal 25 233
Bad 8 7.4
Very bad 8 7.4
Cohabitation period Less than 1 year 24 224
Less than 3 years more than 1 year 26 24.2
Less than 10 years more than 3 years 34 33.6
Over 10 years 23 214
Total 213 100.0
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Table 3. Knowledge regarding the elderly
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Item N(%)

The majority of old people are senile. 153(71.8)
Five senses all tend to weaken in old age. 202(94.8)
The majority of old people have no interest in sexual relation. 160(75.1)
Lung vital capacity tends to decline in old age. 187(87.7)
The majority of old people feel depressed most of the time. 96(45.0)
Physical strength tends to decline in old age. 205(96.2)
At least 10% of aged are living in long-stay institutions. 57(26.7)
Old workers have fewer accidents than younger workers. 80(37.5)
Old workers usually cannot work as effectively as younger workers. 126(59.1)
Over 50% the aged(over 65 age) are healthy enough to do their normal activities without help. 168(78.8)
Old people are unable to adapt to change. 141(66.1)
Old people usually take longer to learn something new. 195(91.9)
It is almost impossible for old people to learn new things. 192(90.1)
Old people usually tend to react slower than younger people. 170(79.8)
Old people say they are seldom bored. 150(70.4)
In general, old people become similar in all respects. 153(71.8)
The majority of old people are socially isolated. 53(24.8)
Old workers(over 65 age) have more accidents than younger workers. 82(38.4)
At least 10% of the aged are now age 65 or over. 27(12.6)
The majority of old people are working or would like to have some kind of work to do. 11( 5.1)
The majority of old people have incomes below the poverty line. 51(23.9)
The old people tend to believe more religious. 129(60.5)
The majority of old people say they are seldom irritated or angry. 151(70.8)
Heath and economic status of old people will be about the same or worse than younger in 2017. 102(47.8)

Mean

59.45%




Table 4, Attitude towards the elderly
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Item Mean SD

Wise-Foolish 4.99 1.17
Kind-Unkind 4.56 1.30
Knowledgeable-Ignorant 4.24 1.10
Happy-Sad 3.74 1.03
Trustworthy-Untrustworthy 4.81 1.12
Tolerant-Intolerant 4.21 1.34
Active-Inactive 3.35 1.31
Neat-Untidy 4.11 1.29
Favourable-Unfavourable 4.62 1.28
Interesting-Boring 3.29 1.08
Productive-Unproductive 3.44 1.21
Healthy-Sick 2.88 1.21
Good-Bad 4.67 1.17
Flexible-Inflexible 3.82 1.30
Independent-Dependent 3.47 1.36
Liberal-Conservative 2.82 1.34
Attractive-Unlovely 3.56 1.24
Patient-Impatient uncomplaining-complaining 433 1.51
Positive-negative 3.73 1.22
Non-complaining-Complaintive 3.57 1.33
Mean 391 1.25

Table 5, Knowledge and attitudes toward the elderly according to elderly—related experience

Classification Knowledge Attitude
Mean+SD Mean+SD

Living experience with elderly

Yes 107 14.24+1.96 79.76£10.17

No 106 14.31+2.25 76.78+13.37

t(p-value”) -0.236(0.814) 1.83(0.068)
Practical experience

Yes 56 14.42+2.03 79.42+11.74

No 157 14.11+2.12 75.07+£12.00

t(p-value”) 0.626(0.532) 2.368(0.019)
Volunteer work experience

Yes 104 14.44+ 2.09 79.77+ 11.77

No 109 21.80+ 3.89 76.85+ 11.97

t(p-value”) 1.118(0.265) 1.797(0.074)
Lecture on the elderly

Yes 27 13.62+2.15 80.07+13.29

No 186 21.43+ 4.09 78.02+11.75

t(p-value”) -1.715(0.088) 0.834(0.405)
by t-test
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Table 6, Correlation between elderly—related experience and attitude toward the elderly

Living

Classification experience with LEES ) ki) Pract.wal Voluntec?r LS Attitude
elderly experience experience
Elderly
Living experience with elderly 1
Lecture on the elderly 0.069
Practical experience -0.083 02217 1
Volunteer work experience 0.127 0.080 -0.099 1
Attitude 0.125 0.057 0.161" 0.123 1
"p<0.05, “p<0.01
Table 7. Influence of elderly—related experience on the attitude toward the elderly
Non-standardized Standardized

. . . Standard error . *

Classification coefficients (SE) coefficients t p-value
®) ' (8)

(Constant) 63.884 6.737 9.483 <0.001
Parents survival 5.894 3.989 0.118 1.477 0.141
Grandparents survival 1.546 2.119 0.050 0.730 0.466
Religion 1.244 1.463 0.066 0.850 0.396
Growth area 0.887 1.674 0.037 0.530 0.597
Perceived economic status -0.518 1.153 -0.031 -0.450 0.653
Living experience with elderly 2.658 1.638 0.112 1.623 0.106
Lecture on the elderly 2.673 2.532 0.075 1.056 0.292
Practical experience 4.785 1.948 0.177 2.456 0.015
Volunteer work experience 2.996 1.660 0.126 1.805 0.073

R’=0.081, Adjusted R>=0.040, F=1.997, p=0.040"

“by multiple regression analysis

% dummy variables: Parents & Grandparents survival(no=0, yes=1), Religion(no=0, yes=1),
Living experience with elderly(no=0, yes=1), Lecture on the elderly(no=0, yes=1),
Practical experience(no=0, yes=1), Volunteer work experience(no=0, yes=1)
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