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ABSTRACT

Objectives: To establish foundations for reinforcing radiation safety management in dental
facilities. Methods: This study investigated the status of radiation safety management among
radiation workers in dental facilities nationwide for a period of six months from July to
December in 2018 and analyzed the factors that affect their compliance with radiation safety
measures. Results: Compliance with safety measures was higher in the Honam region (p<0.01)
and Yeongnam region (p<0.01), in university hospitals and general hospitals (p<0.05), along with
an increasing perception of the importance of safety management (p<0.001). Conclusions: It
is important to strengthen education about radiation safety management, develop a radiation
safety guideline that could be reasonably applied to dental institutions, and implement relevant
regulations or legal grounds to promote compliance with these measures.
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Table 1. Socio-demographic characteristic of subjects

Characteristics Division N %
Gender Male 17 6.1
Female 263 93.9
Age <25 yrs 62 221
2534 yrs 115 41.1
3544 yrs 80 28.6
>45yrs 23 8.2
Region Central region 107 38.2
Honam 71 25.3
Yeongnam 102 36.4
Medical institutions University hospital & general hospital 25 89
Dental hospital 22 7.9
Dental clinic 233 83.2
Medical occupations Dentist 1 39
Radiological technologist 11 39
Dental hygienist 252 90.1
Etc. 6 2.1
Career 1-5yrs 106 379
6-10 yrs 73 26.1
11-15yrs 37 13.2
=16yrs 64 22.9
Total 280 100.0
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Table 2. Radiation safety management status by medical institutions

st 710 wj=A
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University hospital ~ Dental

Dental

Cramsisisiics Dvision ¢ General hospital hospital  clinic szl X p

Periodic inspection and repair and calibration Yes 22(88.0) 21(95.5) 219(93.6) 262(93.6) 1.437 0.504
No 3(12.0) 1(4.5) 15(6.4) 18(6.4)

Protocol preparation and internal training Yes 19(79.2) 18(81.8)  120(51.5) 157(56.1) 12.935 0.002
No 6(24.0) 4(18.2) 113(48.3) 123(43.9)

Re-recording recording unit Yes 8(32.0) 10(45.5)  44(18.8)  62(22.1) 10.192 0.006
No 17(68.0) 12(54.5) 189(81.2) 218(77.9)

Radiographic image quality evaluation table ~ Yes 6(24.0) 7(31.8)  41(17.5) 54(189) 2741 0.254
No 19(76.0) 15(68.2) 192(82.4) 226(80.7)

Meeting for re-recording cause analysis Yes 7(28.0) 1045.5)  53(22.6)  70(25.0) 5.634 0.060
No 18(72.0) 12(54.5) 180(77.3) 210(75.0)

Cone beam CT recording log Yes 16(64.0) 15(68.2)  71(30.5) 102(36.4) 20.437 <0.001
No 9(36.0) 7(31.8) 162(69.5) 178(63.6)

Acknowledgment of diagnostic reference level Yes 11(44.0) 9(40.9)  47(20.1)  67(23.9) 9.611 0.008
No 14(56.0) 13(59.1) 186(79.8) 213(76.1)

Post diagnostic reference level in the room Yes 11(44.0) 11(50.00  69(29.5)  91(32.5) 4.971 0.083
No 14(56.0) 11(50.0) 164(70.5) 189(67.5)

Explanation of radiation risk Always 2(8.0) 522.7)  37(159)  44(157) 9.411 0.138
Often 12(48.0) 8(36.4)  55(23.6) 75(26.8)
Sometimes 9(36.0) 7(31.8) 98(42.1) 114(40.7)
Do not 2(8.0) 209.1) 43(18.5) 47(16.8)

Consent for parental support Yes 3(12.0) 9(40.9) 39(16.7) 51(182) 7.335 0.028

(During cone beam CT scanning)
No 22(88.0) 13(59.1) 194(83.3) 229(81.8)

Wearing protective equipment Always 15(60.0) 6(27.3)  29(12.4)  50(17.9) 31.868 <0.001
Often 2(8.0) 14.5)  39(16.7)  42(15.0)
Sometimes 5(20.0) 12(54.5)  94(40.3) 111(39.6)
Do not 3(12.0) 3(13.6) 71(30.5) 77(27.5)

Instructions for protecting women of Yes 13(52.0) 16(72.7)  119(51.1) 148(529) 3.791 0.159

childbearing age
No 12(48.0) 6(27.3) 114(48.9) 132(47.1)

Total 24(100.0) 23(100.0) 233(100.0) 280(100.0)

"by i test or Fisher’s exact test
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Moz 7P =11 7P glo] it 4.28+0847 0 2 71k ugkom o] 8 2] o BAMAAI L H - 4.5540.63
Moz 714 =1, 7EP | B 387+0.724 02 7P Wigkon, 48 e 11-15W0] B 449+0.654 02 7}
&4, 6-1010] Bt 42540787 0 2 71 Wioktt.

5. QlAfSlet Y E40f hE obH | &

=171 o —
ATALE]SHY E/dol wh2 Qb A s Al A3} <Table 5>¢F o] 54 ¥H0] 31708942
Z LFERSITh
A8 HAjo] B 63.12+11.8974 0 2 oA4J9] 5324413564 Het &=9kom, EA|Z 0 2 golst xjo| =

Table 3. Radiation safety management status by medical institutions
University hospital &  Dental Dental

ot il General hospital hospital clinic Tzl X p
Wearing and measuring personal ~ Yes 23(95.8) 18(81.8)  172(73.8) 213(76.1) 6.498 0.038
exposure dosimeters of workers No 2(4.2) 4(18.2) 61(26.2)  67(23.9)
Risks due to medical radiation Very uneasy 1(4.0) 1(4.5) 28(12.00  30(10.7) 25.266 <0.001
exposure Uneasy 12(48.0) 7(31.8) 153(65.7)  172(61.4)

Not uneasy 8(32.0) 9(40.9) 44(189)  61(21.8)

Not very uneasy 4(16.0) 5(22.7) 8(3.4) 17(6.1)
Wear position of the exposure Neck area 1(4.0) 0(0.0) 3(1.3) 4(1.4) 19.624  0.002
dosimeter Chest area 20(80.0) 9(40.9)  90(38.6) 119(42.5)

Waist area 4(16.0) 9(40.9) 96(41.2)  109(38.9)

Etc. 0(0.0) 4(18.2) 44(18.9)  48(17.1)
Wear position of exposure meter Inside the apron 3(12.0) 5(22.7) 73(31.3)  81(28.9) 23.825 <0.001
when wearing protective apron Outside the apron 19(76.0) 8(364)  79(339) 106(37.9)

Etc. 3(12.00 9(40.9) 81(34.7)  93(33.2)
Acknowledgment of legal standards ~ Yes 13(52.0) 8(36.4) 38(16.3)  59(21.1) 18.214 <0.001
for overexposure No 12(48.0) 14(63.6) 195(83.7)  221(78.9)
Operate educational program for ~ Yes 17(68.0) 7(31.8) 18(7.7)  42(15.0) 67.699 <0.001
radiation exposure management No 8(32.0) 15(68.2) 215(92.3)  238(85.0)
Total 24(100.0) 23(100.0)  233(100.0) 280(100.0)

"by ¥ test or Fisher’s exact test
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[
Pede] Aol Y vlle 20S Yol st s AABIAL, BANETHS
8l 71 2ot B S 21t 3l 9iri<Table 6>.
P AHES SR 1L, AR S0l EAK 02 Rafel Ao S Hel A, A,
A9, 871, A8 AT, A2 7 Aok 3, TR S SRR FUBISIC HYH Sl
A 02 f-oJ513] 0B (F=15416, p<0.001), 232 83 RAZE2 0.285, adj R 026622 LFERSITH
o] g SHR4 3 bk $.2 =(p<0.001), X% (H, p<0.01), B (161 °1d, p<0.001), X (%

Table 4. Safety management importance according to socio-demographic characteristics

Characteristics Division N  Mean®SD t(F) P
Gender Male 17 443%0.66 0.680 0.497
Female 263 4.31£0.68
Age <25 yrs 62 4271061 0.670 0.571
2534 yrs 115 4.291+0.67
3544 yrs 80 4.4110.66
=45 yrs 23 4.30%0.95
Region Central region 107 424+0.63 2781 0.064
Honam 71 4.27%0.63
Yeongnam 102 4.44%+0.74
Medical institutions  University hospital & general hospital 25 459+048 2105 0.124
Dental hospital 22 4.28+0.84
Dental clinic 233 4.30%0.68
Medical occupations Dentist 11 439£0.68 1.613 0.187
Radiological technologist 11 4.55£0.63
Dental hygienist 252 4.32£0.68
Etc. 6 3.8710.72
Career 1-5yrs 106 4.28+0.59 1.253 0.291
6-10 yrs 73 4.25%+0.78
11-15yrs 37 4.4910.65
=16 yrs 64 4.361+0.70
Total 280 4.32£0.68

"by the t-test for two groups or one-way ANOVA
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Table 5. Safety management practice according to socio-demographic characteristics

Characteristics

*

Division N Mean=+SD t(F) p
Gender Male 17 3.75+0.71 2931 0.003
Female 263 3.13£0.80
Age <25yrs 62 2.83+0.71° 12.764 <0.001
2534 yrs 115 3.05+£0.76™
35-44 yrs 80 3.4340.76™
=45 yrs 23 3.74£0.85°
Region Central region 107 2.89£0.80° 11.104 <0.001
Honam 71 3.350.80"
Yeongnam 102 3.3340.73"
Medical institutions University hospital & general hospital 25 3.724+0.63" 8.459 <0.001
Dental hospital 22 3.42+0.80™
Dental clinic 233 3.08+0.79°
Medical occupations Dentist 11 3.5540.70° 3919 0.009
Radiological technologist 11 3.8440.70"
Dental hygienist 252 3.12+0.80
Etc. 6 3.27£0.89°
Career 1-5yrs 106 2.85£0.79° 14.286 <0.001
6-10 yrs 73 3.19+0.61°
11-15yrs 37 3.23£0.83"
>16 yrs 64 3.62+0.78
Total 280 3.17£0.80
"by the t-test for two groups or one-way ANOVA (post-test Scheffe) for three or more groups
Table 6. Factors affecting practice of radiation safety management
B SE B t p* VIF
(Constant) 30.445 5.077 5.997 <0.001
Region(Honam vs Central) 7.205 1.854 0.223 3.886 <0.001 1.250
Region(Yeongnam vs Central) 6.080 1.695 0.215 3.588 <0.001 1.355
Medical institutions(University hospital vs Dental clinic) ~ 8.089 2.638 0.163 3.066 0.002 1.071
Medical institutions(Dental hospital vs Dental clinic) 5.559 2.566 0.112 2.167 0.031 1.013
Medical occupation(Dental hygienist vs Etc.) 6.242 2.440 -0.140 -2.558 0.011 1.129
Career(=16 yrs vs 1-5 yrs) 7.122 1.752 0.219 4.065 <0.001 1.104
Safety management importance 0.304 0.062 0.257 4.900 <0.001 1.038

R’=0.285, adj.R*=0.266, F=15.416, p<0.001, DW=1.916

"excluded variables: gender, age, career(6-10 yrs, 11-15 yrs), medical occupation(dentist, radiological technologist)

"by multiple regression analysis
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