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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study aims to establish the concept of “dental assistance” within the dental
field and to identify the scope of dental assistance, which can be utilized in order to distinguish
the scope of work between jobs. Methods: The literature on dental hygienist work and dental
assistance was reviewed, and the laws and precedents related to dental assistance were
examined. Results: The criteria for judging the legitimacy of dental assistance included the
following: whether the performance was conducted under the guidance and supervision of
a doctor; whether there was a possibility of an aftereffect or side effects of the procedure;
whether education was conducted within the curriculum; and whether it was evaluated in the
national licensing examination. In addition, the work of the assistant in dental surgery and
treatment is judged comprehensively by considering the type of dental surgery and treatment,
invasive degree, necessity of expertise, and work proficiency of the dental hygienist. Therefore,
it is suggested that dental hygienists may be of assistance for dental treatment/surgery because
they meet the requirements of dental professionals, such as dental hygiene curriculum, national
licensing examination, duties in the field of dentistry, and work proficiency. Conclusions:
Dental assistance (including assistance in dental surgery) for dental treatment, dental/medical
history taking, taking vital signs, and blood glucose monitoring should be permitted within the
realm of dental hygienist work. Therefore, the actual expertise of dental hygienists should be
reflected legally and the work of dental hygienists should be realized.
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Table 1. Regulations of medical assistance in the medical service act[5]

Nurses

Article 2 (Medical Persons) (1) The term ‘medical person’ as used in this Act refers to a medical doctor, a dentist, an

oriental medical doctor, a midwife or a nurse who holds a license granted by the Minister of Health and Welfare.
<Amended by Act No. 8852, Feb. 29, 2008; Act No. 9932, Jan. 18, 2010>

(2)--- <Amended by Act No. 13658, Dec. 29, 2015>

5. A nurse's obligation shall be as follows: <<Enforcement Date: Jan. 1, 2017>>

(a) Observation at the requests of patients, collection of data, judgment for nursing, and nursing for convalescence
(b) Assistance in medical treatment under the guidance of a medical doctor, dentist, or oriental medical doctor

(¢) Education of and counselling for persons requiring nursing, planning and conducting activities for the promotion
of such persons' health, and other health activities prescribed by Presidential Decree

(d) Provision of guidance over the assistance for obligations set forth in items (a) through (c) performed by assistant
nurses referred to in Article 80

Assistant nurses

Article 80-2 (Duties of Assistant Nurses) (1) Notwithstanding Article 27, an assistant nurse may perform the affairs

prescribed in Article 2 (2) 5 (a) through (c) by assisting a nurse.

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), an assistant nurse may perform assistant works for nursing and medical
treatment for the convalescence of patients under the guidance of a medical doctor, dentist, or oriental medical
doctor only at a clinic-level medical institution referred to in Article 3 (2).

(3) Matters necessary for the detailed scope and limit of the affairs prescribed in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be
prescribed by Ordinance of the Ministry of Health and Welfare.

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 13658, Dec. 29, 2015] <<Enforcement Date: Jan. 1, 2017>>

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), an assistant nurse may perform assistant works for nursing and medical
treatment for the convalescence of patients under the guidance of a medical doctor, dentist, or oriental medical
doctor only at a clinic-level medical institution referred to in Article 3 (2).

(3) Matters necessary for the detailed scope and limit of the affairs prescribed in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be
prescribed by Ordinance of the Ministry of Health and Welfare.

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 13658, Dec. 29, 2015] <<Enforcement Date: Jan. 1, 2017>>

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), an assistant nurse may perform assistant works for nursing and medical
treatment for the convalescence of patients under the guidance of a medical doctor, dentist, or oriental medical
doctor only at a clinic-level medical institution referred to in Article 3 (2).

(3) Matters necessary for the detailed scope and limit of the affairs prescribed in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be
prescribed by Ordinance of the Ministry of Health and Welfare.

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 13658, Dec. 29, 2015] <<Enforcement Date: Jan. 1, 2017>>

Table 2. The qualification and scope of duties on medical assistance in the medical technologists act

MEDICAL ASSISTANT ACTI[12]
Act No. 1380
[Enforcement Date 01. Sep, 1963.]

Article 2 (Definitions) The term ‘medical passistants’ as used in this Act refers to persons who

assist medical treatments or medical examinations under the guidance of a medical doctor or
dentist.

ENFORCEMENT DECREE OF THE
MEDICAL ASSISTANT ACT(7]
Presidential Decree No. 3192
[Enforcement Date 23. Aug, 1967.]

Article 2(Scope of Duties) A medical assistant's obligation shall be as follows:

9. Dental hygienists perform the duties of assistance related to the prevention of teeth and oral
diseases, and other oral hygiene.

MEDICAL TECHNICIANS ACT
Act No. 2534(8]
[Enforcement Date 17. Aug, 1973.]

Article 1 (Purpose) The Act is designed to contribute to the improvement of public health and
medical care by stipulating necessary matters concerning qualifications and licenses of those
performing medical treatments or medical examinations (hereinafter referred to as "medical

technologists") under the guidance of a medical doctor and dentist.

ENFORCEMENT DECREE OF THE
MEDICAL TECHNICIANS ACTI[13]
Presidential Decree No. 6864
[Enforcement Date 20. Sep, 1973.]

Article 2 (Scope, etc. of Duties Performed by Medical Technologists)

6. Dental hygienists perform the duties on the prevention of teeth and oral diseases, and oral
hygiene.

ENFORCEMENT DECREE OF THE
MEDICAL TECHNICIANS, ETC.
ACT[9]

Presidential Decree No. 23296
[Enforcement Date 16. Nov, 2011.]

Article 2 (Scope, etc. of Duties Performed by Medical Technologists, Health Record
Administrators, and Opticians)

6. Dental hygienists: Removing plaque and deposits; applying fluorides; placing temporary filling
and fixtures; removing the temporary fixtures; making impressions of the teeth; placing and
removing orthodontic braces and wires; and performing other duties required for preventing
teeth and oral diseases and teeth and oral hygiene. In this regard, the dental hygienists may
expose and process dental x-rays within a healthcare institution or medical institution equipped
with a diagnostic radiation generator in compliance with the safety control standards referred to
in Article 37 (1) of the Medical Service Act

https://doi.org/10.13065/jksdh.20190075



A - 2R - 2= 9/ K|ate|Z S0 M EZ0l| gt & - 879

(1973 2] E7]APH A1 o FH{8)(LH=)]

olg7Ak [A138 1973.8.17.] [ & A|25345, 1973. 2. 16, A1)

(A7 747 ol)

A1)

9|5 = 2|kl 25 dYtof| QlojA] W E7PASH MERole] 7|&AtE o8/ KR slal 1 AH S
HER HEsfolo] o 27 |eAtel igh o 9ot A4 2 7o Em rle] B 1l o 5Hlof| 7] o5t
517] gfte] T4 o s H 2 HE HASkaL M=o o] H& Ak = Y.

o] o] H-gridollA] AYALAIFALRE 22 B Qo > 7hE H 2 lu Z-2 HiFAQl Mg H %
AR ALl > QS B AFIAPAA ER| X SAF A A X SAL 2| 32k7 | F AL 2|2k PAL > 5 o] 5 L X}
o) 50| HFRob 7|eAkS A Br A= 7.

3) -'— =

FoAR= QAL X|THelAL 52] 2| Estol| Algch= X 5o] BEE 48513 4= =2 0 = Aol A
wlo] low, ol Algg2] 35 o] 59le] Aol x|ake] 57| Holli= 2| AL = HSANS Erke
Aol 23l x| gof| 912o] Za-E] 1 Qlek J2iub 2019 1/487] 7|5 B712] 5912 H3Hi4lo) o5k
A ZEe AL 25913 199,359 5 x| ~ o] ¢lol] RSk 4= 585 2= 0.3% 4ol Exfsitt. o]
ShAlE=TEa AR X Rl SR ok--9]0] FFol e A4 Ao|w, o= AT ] o s & o4
ohe Aol QLS A0 2 AbRHLE

NS FALS] 7B9-= TFoANS Basto] 4843k 4= Ikl 11451l Q1 o] 9= oJAL, x|kl &t
OJate] A Eslof| o) Y o] 57| Hol|A] Bxte] Q%S 9
AlSHAL ek 2SR AL 713l A w89, A5k, 1Ha st Fo] w-SabA[15,16]0] ol
O] WAL GIAU 71 22| 2fle]| et o] 27t AR HAE| o] Jli= A0 2 SRIHCE ol I BAZkS st
7} 7WaH 457 EAdstarssta F x| B2zt a (x| eRtoah) = W sl szt 7 H st

FRIE]H, XTS5 ATS 60~96A1ZE S Lsljok SHoH15]aL Al o] QLo ) THe 2 FAt
Dlﬂlo}th
AP IAk= Q57|18 T R glo] BE 7oA o5 7|AL Bof| et HE AR O] BAIE AT
oS st sl 9lom, X|akRofe] wE-S Folf HEA 49 GEF#%E&% P02 2]akojat
o] 5885 4= 1= O] 239 F YRS A HeJAt A 5tol] 1588 4= Q= 5 S ZEE ALR 117g = o] Tk
| A S3Y =} QUAol] v 4= Qli= §3/do] A2 B F = Feds] s34 ¢ &’ML z4A oH**
4= Qlrk 125 2 XAk Q57 AL GOl et HE AR O]elA] %
9] gt op el 2|t A X B E a3t uf 21 5P 915 BReh P St 46&@% ATH18] Ab
=3
A g R E Fho] el TARE Z T EE W g0 010111%2EH7}0ME}€H+54
S 7R JE 2 48451A) ek o] IollA] AR YA 24HE 5, Ale Y
55 FEsto] 388 4 gl x| akejatel SA| Yade] Jﬂéoﬂ Hofsl=rgfgoz
gttt ofd X|ze] 5 Aol = Eolal, MEHZ, ‘Ga 2 AR7} XA AL A7
A] k= o] 32 X| R AYAF Aol A] v =] oo fhh= 3231012 A/ @t |

o4l

e
NN
l
i
X
b
lo
i
i
4
ot
sk
4>
32
l

.
i
o

rg 08.
02‘=

N

g

rit lcm o

m&
ot
o
i
(T

E
5
>
i

od w2 2
o o

i}

rE

i
)
ol

g
jins
e}

>,

i

L
oo o

|t

¢

o
™
)
i)
o
N
—_
30

https://doi.org/10.13065/jksdh.20190075



80 - J Korean Soc Dent Hyg 2019;19(6):875-90

ool Hial ZEEA} s 7SR AR M 2| thol 2 AfH|A A g0 B 3 mRo] PAlaiAol £
Ze)] Eaha glom e, rtejole] aaut Qlshat Pe] 5 Ak vle] QR F A g0l Fsfol
ol 4 918 7o Atrert. T2t A|atelate] 2| Esjo] 178 2Q] R 48jo] 7H55iria BAE
£ 7402 Qlslo] Il ERE S SUshES 5} otk Tk s e ool 2|kl sAful A}
A2 F3he 2210] D 4918 Holet kR Eick. of2iat x|ztol 2 FAln} vz 7ho] 2 Afol=vle] o
A7 2ol SJuleln, We 2nlol 7S Bk Y8 A|ztel RAlA A ZS 918 Qlzie] R el
ol cigt A £/ H st

2. X3} xlZQlzd 9l XIS X Am xt=of| Cist HA |2
1) x|Zpe}at

of2Hilslol ofstel x|zfolAk o} o) ok 7 MAAES AR sk o] BQl(ARE ARFOR, A1t
o e 117 Q. W 2llet Beke et Aol SIS EYRL A
OfSiAF Il A, MIAYSISIE Hhe A7t AholA F7HAI ol WA 3 MO} B E WoloRITHAS
). oAl x|2}o] 2 Yolol ool A% 02 BAlskA) ok A 0 2 7]t glow, o =elo] of
Ll 175 o 2aolS AR 4 9L, ol 29l a1l o]jo] o] 2ai9)E 3 4 QlthAlrE AR T
3jol, 2Jatelat o|e]o] Atehe xJaprl ol FAFHA] FIHES AR, A|ztelabato] 2jzk 2ol FAHE
= 7elo 9lck.

2) X12Shgrt

AT TR 27} B R Eel110 2, Seiueloiis 19679 ol 2R A7) o
3 02 AT TSI NI, 19730l Al APRE o) 27 Apls)] Al1xe o) )ALE
ok x|zfolate] A|A| Bl 7 slol 212 i ofatalH (B AAlel FARNE Altoleti BAsIg o
o}, 0|27 |Ak ol Tt ZEGIC.

AT aelate) 2| mstel HE L} olaalA Zatoll A1, 3d i 4 2] A rtestol]
2|9IAyehe HES T SUTFAIZORA AT Ao P et 5 5| S olok sieHe). shead
o2l bAlAN BA[19]e] ofskA X AMEh A 7|23 9488, Qg |g e AR xlel g, i
SIS 508 THE AT WIS 22 785, Aol 137802 A slel Loska glom, WA
Mg 24 4sboll 2o 45502 TR0l It XA HSIAEL B dat AN R
LReAIe) 71N 29t ol 2 T RIS, X9 gste] Alsodote e, 2ok, 74
22, 774, AR, TR, A GAR TR, AR, TARZIEA, oA T, X
Ak, ZTRAV, P7delebetolat, 2|ohi s, x|ahaE, tobxlak 2|, Xk, Mgl A7
2 A|ARA) B A T A 428 WA 02 7 AR e w7t W71A o) AlRejelo] o
b el AIThA ], MM XA A Aol 2 AEIAS Saeh Qo ot 7S, 2t
HPAW FJoloimtelat, x|ahad, X, Aotxlah 2|7, Mok, Haple 52 7 Hea Rle

Aol chek ol 2 A yglol chet /1S gho 2 2/} ol 2ROl We R SH= URE Y T4
I 5eE 2E AL P ek T Ay mel A Belotaeidol s A
22 Sfa cheb ARSI = A sl g 7 RS 2051 918 A 429 e

2 7}2o] 1 Qe

AR 2|Tfelate] Al A 5 xatelg AulAS A ABaiL Mkt 4alst

-101' rlr

https://doi.org/10.13065/jksdh.20190075



B - Y2 - YD 9/ K| 2 oA T T chet D - 881

= 2050l YEsHe AR Sastol, M;ow Ao} 1B E B A el ol e A

sl URYRE RIS AP YRR Dl 91 2 e Aol el o g

21 439 73 e st egoich .wmwﬂ# S{el} Aokl ilﬂ%*”/\}ﬂ
3 QYO N B HZ Y97} &

e
1:1
r
Rl
J;
3
_>,:
1o
B3
Hl
ofr
z
rﬁ
F\E:J
E
-
o
19
>
30
rir
ro ©
JE‘i
ol
i—J

3) zbr12at

25| EAs Aahel kel gl 3t Bz Qe 1]o] gt 2 ARol dofslxl ok 7| 22 A
A3 Qlelow, 9aUlolM AlT7lARe] Y5 o] ekt Sol Bk W& Alaeilo] Aoz A5l A
selate] Rlgo] WesHael BE, WUE JEete uE Ao Y AR TR, FHE, WY 5 2|7
T2 A, 48] e 7k, T el Ak g st Stk

4) 7)EF x| R E IR (AL ZHBZEAD

Seluelol Al E R Y, SHLAIREEAL 5ol QU1 AT QA eiet. ol 7HEAt E 7
xR} ol H[5l0] el 213} B REURE QR S 4 9k A0 FAEo] 9lr.

el oI AR A 2 LN PAe] ), 5] sk
ol 2 11572] U 24 task element)z AT 2% 77|44 Bl A571EMe] e % 2]
o} U Qe A AR A ) oo 29 2 1075 ol 31
3§ 7L 7|27} golg e 122155l el o] 2 matEo e, Astel Al AlES 9iEk B
2 Apne gl g Ao e 3 QI]o], 2|78 Aol ik olslls HE5H 4ok qheheIc,

2B ERARE 2ol 2T} HEE THEALE BAslo] W e R R 4a8o] Rs it 12U 19734
‘ol 27 |Al o] APIEIRA THE R AR BiA] R EA R, 2|Tel el 27 gAl e AR R
ofe] 7|47} |7 |AR TR 2 FahriE 15 RPN AakEoF EQle] o 2 e Zlo] oh
2518 5 Qlrk S S s ARG Y, 1ot 5 782 1871 e] R8T 15 171014 A
ah2ofe] Uhgo] ER1ElA] gL - julslo] ol S,

Selet 2koA} s 7H R RN HiElslol o)sto] Matel ey |eHrE R ALe] 79 ol ol
QTE Sk Zhe M5Bt WHOLIoIA AQkshe 2|} 22 1 Qo] 3] x| okom, 2ol il

Y 4 Lo} FIRRE, 4R, 7], Fok Qo] shajo] Saafof shrizz).

BAol RFE A TA QPO 23kEofe] BELgo] nnjalo] 21EEZo] Alskaolck S5 Hate)
o] Smzol g R 7 gk A&abgol thet olel, MR s 77 % A2, 2] $-80] ol 1
£70 2 Felg wojof AP GFel RPZE F 4 Qo] IHEA E (HE 2R Ao IR RS
2379 Azl Au|a Alze] 44 At 71K 4 ik

5) AlzHlE A AERE T xrzaou o 2 32

r70) @Al A EFAIRIo] Hlal 5ol 471 XU T 911 ofe] BEAE 50| A= Belslol A
8IS 2 o} ol2le] el o B A, 15} fete] el Ale) s e Aol

Q12fo] ok vl o] L, E3] Aatelto] thet o7} e 2 S 74 QIrh4] Hahe]gafuls
= thz Sl £8H 02 Agal] ek el st Ak KR wEele ee] Wei Fe4), A3t
go] efato] 74753 9Ick1,3). WHOMLIA Aleket xlakel 2 212l % 92l faloll BEale Qe 2zt
ol AHIAE AR MBI oo} I, Bz Qo 2 Auk sale] x|zielAlet 7@ Ale)
23712417} 918 o]k,

Ji

https://doi.org/10.13065/jksdh.20190075



82 - J Korean Soc Dent Hyg 2019;19(6):875-90

AJake] EAful 2 atolilet sl HEHQ) L8 S ke 37} 2lE B Eleo] 7R E ol 2of 4
A4 ) 2o} E2419) X|ho| EMHIAS A3 4 QIrHd), A THIES SRS e xTtolit sk
a}aino) 2)7} 212 R 2 Qldo] o S HEEM, ATt £ £3 WEREA] £ 202 S IR
e sfo] A=A/ a 2} s, ML Zafolate] 2| slol XIAAA 5 2|zl BN A A
AZSAL Ao} 4ok 2| he]Bajulao) A g St Al IR0 Hefska 9lehs). o)
AJz}olAfe] ARAITE F7HAI7 I BtollA oFael W2 A, A58 4 ATH3.

ARSI R URUER AP ATIRE IS B 12402 SRt B
olck. x|zholxte} x|zhg At RE Aol 37 2 Sestisiol, TN} Alahe 71 4
A1, 33 A B2 2917} ks 4ol gi, ol +3eke Al oJ3, Wa gt 7|7, )
o] 8ol tisl A4 02 T BEAE 440 2 B ajoraichs) mrebd Etol x|zto)2fulx
£ L] Sl Azl AL Hab| 3L AR EY 502 T8 Xuigo] Best
0, 3 99 2 25 lg1,3le] w9 25k, Make] Pele ufo|R Au| o) Mo 2 ojgre
oIl

Tt efutetel e 7 ot A8 2 Siek Makote] gl XAl A|zlend PAIAel &

75212 ol4s1x) Skl ol S et Alo] 7o) ARe KA B 7R AL 2| mkelate] A E5lo] 71
S 49 5401 /R 5 lof Al Re) S W) £k 8 45l A
o7} AR Ak m) SISl R QR 4ao] thl ATl H A T Sloke A=l
A ana A ) 2ol 9 27443 A molap sk 7t el

w0l Akl o] 4RI 0 = XA Ao glom, Xjakegate) 9171
1o R gol 15 29, 5%, A7) 502 23siof SIckTable 3 ROl Aaks1te) )

r

i 4122 15}k At A4 S S8ehe 2 Al weh A e
3 S Rl Y ekl 2
SO SRl ARHS S AL YA HOIN] S 112 40] 840 2 e 5171 o
2, Aol AL Aol A5 2 51, ol 2l A8 B ASKE o sk i

6) A2

Qo) ek B 2| helalel 2a BB EIRo] The TAgslo] HelaRo M Al g e 4 glck
gt} Alatol 2 WAoot 2] TeRet Q1o vt A7} leielo] 91 ik 7B} B 71
257410] 9 AEREQI 02 BEH1 9ot 74ejele] Wmg o] 7o) ol2ofx|A] Yt} uhS-
Zulsto] x|zke] 2Aju)2 A1:30] 9lo] L ofgto] AlRHolr,

P70l e RG-S o3t X SIAN 7 Aol } LA Aol ik ofsh F4sH
oI ASE B4 TR0 R ol ol 11 o], ATl BAMIAZ AFEHE F2HR 0jge 3]
ofl F43ick. W5 35015 Azl ashs ol 2as] 5 YRS Fzolito] Awstel 4ol 5w

37 Isflck Jefut Rl ofol Aok 90 ) Sl ohd 2 gl T
wjo] AT ZH SIS AR 0 2 SYAE k7o) 2 WolA] 7Rk AT ERE U
Aol 852 ofek g 9k F2l] 74 919 Ak B8t Aol 3 4 BEA AIAE
A8 277k glon] ol Sl A3}l mege] 87 Usgslel K02 ARl WA ¢
= Qaslsto 2K Qs xlato] 2l A FEtolo st o] F HAH 02 ofwat o] 2t 7]

40

it
\O
=
o2
18
1o
)
Fu
L‘i
o
ON
ok
Rl
30
]
rﬁ
F
N €

;

>.

0

A

ral
=

o

TJ
)
>
Yol

https://doi.org/10.13065/jksdh.20190075



A - 2R - ZRE 9 / Katelg oM TR0l ciet 0E - 883

23 YIS QPgsiol AT 49 MR A B RE Q1T 5 AR BLsp Sk
QA e 4 912 Zolct:

Table 3. Examples of clinical practice expert panel(CPEP) personnel expenses in resource-based relative value of dental
care services[25]

Number of CPEP CPEP
Dental care Services provided persons/  Occupation personnel  personnel
time expenses  expenses
Composite resin Before Preparation of patient's medical records 1N Dental hygienist 244 9,991
filling (1 surface) Preparation of dental procedures 11 244
o135 izr;lc(is washing/ wearing globes, safety glasses and o 487
Leading patient into dental chair 11 244
Explanation of dental procedures/ 1 244
checking up patients before the procedures
During Dental assisting of the procedures/
. . O, 1/1 244
patient monitoring
Delivery of instruments and materials 11 244
After  Instructions on postoperative care 11 244
Record of prescription and dental services 11 244
Patient guidance to waiting room 11 244
Sterilization 11 244
Cleaning up instruments and materials after dental 1 a4
procedures/ dental waste management
Hand-washing/ taking off globes, safety glasses and o 487
masks
Periodontal Before Surgery planning 1/10  Resident 2,703 48,225
flap operation Explanation of dental procedures 11 270
complicated Hand-washing/ wearing globes 21 Resident, dental 514
Slncludmg Draping 21 hygienist 514
veoloplasty, ) o ) Lo
stectomy of Preparation of patient's medical records 1/1 Dental hygienist 244
alveolar bone) Preparation of dental procedures 1/5 1,218
During Dental assisting of the procedures 2/75.3 Resident, dental ~ 38,703
U1052 hygienist
After  Instructions on postoperative care 1/5 Resident 1,352
Taking off globes and hand-washing 21 Resident, dental 514
hygienist
Record of prescription and dental services 1/2 Dental hygienist 487
Instrument washing and sterilizing 1/5 1,218
Cleaning up instruments and materials after dental 1/2 487
procedures
Simple Before Preparation for dental procedures 11 Dental hygienist 244 1,462
treatment During Dental assisting of the procedures/ patient 1/2 487
monitoring
10010 After  Sterilization 11 244
Cleaning up instruments and materials after dental 11 244

procedures/ dental waste management
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