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ABSTRACT

Objectives: The purpose of this study is to identify the difference between the awareness and
reuser rate of infection control t for disposable dental care supplies (DDCS) according to general
characteristics and infection management-related characteristics. Methods: A questionnaire was
used for 277 dental hygienists to check the general characteristics, infection management-related
characteristics, awareness of infection control disposable dental care products, syringe needle,
prophylaxis cup, prophylaxis brush, plastic saliva ejector, orthodontic bracket, and gloves reuse rate.
Results: The awareness of infection control for DDCS differed according to 'hospital type','average
number of patients per day', 'presence or absence of infection control guidelines', and 'experience
in infection management training in the last two years' (p<0.05). Reuser rates of disposable dental
care products differed according to 'hospital type', 'average number of patients per day', 'presence
or absence of infection control guidelines', and 'experience in infection management training in the
last two years' (p<0.05). Conclusions: In order to manage infection of DDCS, the level of infection
control system in the workplace is improved and support for related education is needed. In
addition, guidelines and regulations on prohibition of reuse and classification criteria for various
DDCS should be prepared.
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Table 1. Subjects’ general and infection control characteristics (N=277)
Characteristics Division N(%)
General Work experience (yrs) <3 96(34.7)
characteristics 3-4 74(26.7)
5< 107(38.6)
Hospital type Dental clinic 94(33.9)
Dental hospital 92(33.2)
University-general hospital 91(32.9)
Number of patient a day <8 160(57.8)
9< 117(42.2)
Infection control Possession of dental infection control guidelines Yes 170(61.4)
characteristics No 107(38.6)
Experience in infection control education in the previous 2 years Yes 152(54.9)
No 125(45.1)
2. YurNol £ at Zig et | 2 S4of| Uj2 L2 X2tz 285 Zdg e
QIX| =2 X}0]
URkA] E/a} Zedate] ¥ 4o i 428 AR E8E Adue] A= 2jo| 5 AujiE i,
ol 2 SR (386102582 2|28 U(3.7910.307)0] X2kl (3.561+04174) Bt U3]g X|=}
ARG 7)) A7} 59k, EA0R oln) Qi 2ol HAERISITHp0.05). T2l Zelke) A
A AR5 493.8140.317%)7H ER6kA] @& 7-943.6240.39%]) Bk, 22 2t Zhedvke] s Aol
= 749(3.8310.28%)7} Qs - 9(3.624040%) Bt U] & 7 ute] QA =t BAH 0= oju|A &
UTHp<0.05)<Table 2>.
Table 2. Subjects’ general and infection control characteristics (N=277)
. . Awareness of infection «
Characteristics Division control for DDCS J2)
General Work experience (yrs) <3 3.7140.39 0.626
characteristics 34 3.76+0.32
5< 3.73+0.34
Hospital type Dental clinic 3.56+0.41* <0.001
Dental hospital 3.7940.30"
University-General hospital 3.86+0.25
Number of patient a day <8 3.68+0.38 0.001"
9< 3.81+0.29
Infection control Possession of dental infection control ~ Yes 3.81+0.31 <0.001"
Characteristics guidelines No 3.62+0.39
Experience in infection control Yes 3.83£0.28 <0.001"
education in the previous 2 years No 3.62+0.40
Total 3.74+0.35

"by the t-test for two groups or one-way ANOVA(post-test Scheffé) for three groups
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Fig. 1. Reuse rate of DDCS
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