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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study aimed to analyze the current status and educational contents of the geriatric-
related curriculum in dental hygiene departments at colleges across the country. Methods: To analyze
the current status of geriatric curriculum, it was investigated by searching the websites of colleges across
the country where dental hygiene (curriculum) department was available. Furthermore, a literature
review of domestic and foreign textbooks related to geriatric dental hygiene was conducted to analyze
the contents of geriatric dental hygiene curriculum. Results: Among colleges that offer dental hygiene
(curriculum) department, 8 four-year and 12 three-year colleges (24.4%) offered geriatric dental hygiene
courses. A comparison of the contents of the textbooks titled “Geriatric dental hygiene” published by
Goonja, Daehan Narae, and Komoonsa showed that basic contents such as the characteristics, health
problems, and oral health problems of elderly -people were described in the same context. However,
there was a difference in the volume and importance of the concerned contents also. Conclusions:
Universities and related organizations which offer dental hygiene curriculum should continue to conduct
studies for the development of geriatric hygiene curricula. Moreover, heightened efforts are needed to
ensure that geriatric dental hygiene education is more systematically offered.

Key Words: Dental health, Dental hygienist, Geriatric dental care, Geriatric dental hygiene
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Table 1. Textbooks related to geriatric related to be surveyed

Division Textbook name Author Publisher Is;lel;?g
Domestic  Geriatric dental hygiene Kang Bu-wol et al Koonja 2012
Geriatric dental hygiene Bang Myung Sook etal Daehan Nare 2012
Geriatric dental hygiene Kim Young Kyung etal Komoonsa 2020
Geriatric and special needs oral care Park Myung Sook etal Daehan Nare 2020
Oral rehabilitation Oh Sang Hwan et al Jisung 2018
Foreign Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist 12th ~ Wilkins Wolters Kluwer 2017
RO 700 ElindE B 3rd RE A —E KARENE 2017
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Table 2. Current status of dental hygiene and geriatric-related curriculum
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No Location School Course title

Course

system type

Year Semester Credit Theory Practice

1 Gangwon  4year Oral medicine and treatment and B
management of patients with

special needs

2 Daejeon Dentistry for special needs and A
elderly patients

3 Chungnam Geriatric and special needs A
dentistry

4 Chungnam Geriatric dental hygiene and A
practical training

5  Chungnam Geriatric dental hygiene and B
practical training

6  Gwangju Gerontology C

7 Chungbuk Special needs dental hygiene A

8  Gyeonggi Geriatric dentistry B

9 Gyeongbuk 3-year Geriatric dentistry B

10 Chungbuk Oral care for special needs patients B
and clinical psychology

11 Jeonnam Geriatric dentistry B

12 Daejeon Geriatric dentistry B

13 Jeonnam Geriatric oral care B

14 Gyeongbuk Gerontology B

15 Gyeonggi Geriatric health and dementia D

16 Jeonnam Geriatric dentistry B

17 Jeonbuk Geriatric and special needs oral B
care

18 Chungbuk Gerontology B

19 Gyeongbuk Geriatric dental hygiene B

20 Seoul Geriatric dental hygiene A
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A=Major required; B=Major elective; C=Intensive major; D=Elective
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Table 3. Summary current status of dental hygiene and geriatric-related curriculum

Characteristics Division N %
School system A four-year system 8 40.0
A three-year system 12 60.0
Classification ~ Major required 5 25.0
Major elective 13 65.0
Intensive major 1 5.0
Liberal arts 1 5.0
Year-Semester 1-1 - -
12 1 5.0
21 1 5.0
31 7 35.0
32 7 35.0
41 - -
4-2 2 10.0
Credit 1 1 5.0
2 17 85.0
3 2 10.0
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Table 4. Textbooks related to geriatric dental hygiene

Domestic’ USA™ Japan’

Contents C D T F

Characteristics of elderly people

Characteristics of aging

Social issues and environment of elderly people
Welfare policies for elderly people

Geriatric health

Geriatric medical diseases

Osteoporosis

Dementia

Pulmonary dysfunction

Musculoskeletal disorders

Dysphagia o0 O
Cardiovascular disorders and diabetes 0]
Alcoholism

Daily functioning assessment of elderly people

Assessment and response for different types of patients with system disease 0
Elderly and medication 0 0]
Elderly and nutrition

Oral health characteristics of elderly people

Geriatric oral diseases

Dental treatment planning for elderly people

Dental caries, dental pulp disease, and dental root surface disease in elderly
people

Geriatric periodontal disease

Geriatric oral mucosal disease

Geriatric oral cancer

Salivary hypofunction and dry mouth syndrome in elderly people

Halitosis, dysgeusia, and olfactory disorders in elderly people

Geriatric dental hygiene care 0
Role of dental hygienist during dental treatment for elderly people

Communication skills 0
Assessment and diagnosis of chewing and eating ability of elderly people
Management of chewing and eating ability of elderly people

Geriatric oral health care

Geriatric oral healthcare education

Infection prevention

Oral care for bedridden patients 0

Oral care for the disabled

Hands-on experience with oral functions

Oral function assessment

Oral function training

Geriatric oral hygiene products o0 O
Hands-on experience with elderly people

Guidance for each disability

Geriatric oral healthcare projects O O
Community-based integrative care

Visiting oral health care O
Visiting education practice for patients by conditions

Hospital rooms and intensive care unit

Home care for people with difficulty going to the hospital 0 0
Oral care for institutionalized elderly 0 0
Role of geriatric dental hygiene specialists 0 0
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