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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study aimed to enhance the role of dental hygienists by identifying perceptions of child abuse, attitude towards
reporting obligations, and awareness of the reporting system, and providing basic data for early detection and reporting of
child abuse reporting obligations. Methods: From 2021-06-20 to 2021-09-09, 156 dental hygienists working at dental clinics and
hospitals in Gwangju and Jeollanam-do were surveyed. Statistical analyses were performed using t-tests, ANOVA, and Pearson’s
correlation analysis. Results: The points for awareness of child abuse, obligatory reporting attitude, and awareness of mandatory
reporting system were found to be 3.52, 3.01, and 2.30, respectively. A significant positive correlation was observed between
the negative attitude to report child abuse (=0.332, p<0.01) and the perception of the mandatory reporting system (r=0.343, p<
0.01). Conclusions: This study confirmed that various educational programs and research are needed for the early detection and
reporting of child abuse by dental hygienists.
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Table 1. Dental hygienists’ awareness of child abuse, attitude to report, and awareness of mandatory reporting system

Characteristics Division Mean =+ SD
Perception of child abuse Physical abuse 3.72 £ 0.67
Emotional abuse 3.11+0.72
Neglect 3.76 £ 0.63
Sex & emotional abuse 3.67 £0.86
Total 3.52 + 0.62
Attitude towards mandatory reporting Positive attitude towards mandatory reporting 3.54 +0.76
Negative attitude towards mandatory reporting 2.59 £ 0.78
Total 3.01 £ 0.56
Perception of mandatory reporting system 2.30 = 1.02
2, X| 22| dAt LurE S0 whE ofSeich QlA], 43 o REHE, 31 R0 Chet l4]e]
xto]

A ThSIAIALS] e EAJol 2 o5t 1A, AL o] RefiE, A1 oA o] cigh 91410] Aol <Table 29 ek, X/7eMgAte] A

297l 3 3YU LD ct 28 2o $AA0R RIS RAOT(p009 A Aol S B
70 Upehdet, 59 0] 13 Bt Qladat % 404 EAH.0E Aol Ajol7t ARITHp<0.05). ALFEA 23t laioll A 313947t
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Table 2. Differences in perception of child abuse, attitude to report, and awareness of mandatory reporting system

according to the general characteristics of dental hygienists Unit : Mean£SD
o o Perception Attitude towards mandatory reporting Perception of ‘
Characteristics Division £ child abuse — : : : mandatory reporting
otc Positive attitude Negative attitude system
Age (yrs) =29 3.55 = 0.61 3.49 £ 0.83 241 £ 0.77° 222 £091
31-39 343 £0.63 3.53 £0.77 2.80 + 0.85" 237 £1.10
=40 3.62 = 0.62 3.69 + 0.61 2.57 £ 0.58® 2.30 = 0.99
t/F (p) 1.180 (0.310) 0.823 (0.441) 3.985 (0.021) 0.322 (0.725)
Education level College 3.53 +0.58 3.60 £ 0.76"™ 2.92 +0.86 2.10 = 1.09°
University 3.46 + 0.67 343 +£0.76* 2.49 +0.76 2.26 + 0.98
Graduate school 3.68 £ 041 3.85 £ 0.71° 246 £ 0.54° 2.76 £ 0.86"
t/F Qf) 1.427 (0.243) 3.373 (0.028) 4.940 (0.011) 3.872 (0.023)
Clinical career (yrs) 1-5 3.49 + 0.65 3.60 + 0.80 2.48 +£0.90 220 +0.92
6-10 3.51 = 0.64 3.46 + 0.73 2.83 = 0.75 2.57 = 1.13
=11 3.55 + 0.53 3.61 +0.71 2.55 + 0.58 2.25 +0.98
t/F (p) 0.154 (0.858) 0.580 (0.561) 2.833 (0.062) 1.945 (0.147)
Child existence Yes 3.54 + 0.60 3.65 = 0.65 2.50 = 0.61 2.24 +0.97
No 3.52 + 0.63 3.50 = 0.81 2.63 +0.84 2.24 + 1.04
t/F Qf) 0.175 (0.861) 1.362 (0.176) -0.918 (0.360) -0.599 (0.550)
Existence of child ~ Yes 3.56 = 0.69 3.58 £ 0.74 2.64 +0.82 2.60 = 1.04
abuse education No 3.49 £+ 0.52 3.49 +0.80 2.53 = 0.72 1.96 = 0.88
t/F (p) 0.688 (0.493) -0.706 (0.481) 0.901 (0.369) 4.158 (0.001)
"by t-test or one-way ANOVA

**The same characters are not significant by Scheffe’ test
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Table 3. Correlation between perceptions of child abuse, attitudes toward reporting obligations, and perceptions of

mandatory reporting systems (N=156)
o Perception Positive attitude Negative attitude Perception of

Characteristics : towards mandatory towards mandatory mandatory reporting

of child abuse . .

reporting reporting system

Perception of child abuse 1.000
Positive attitude towards mandatory reporting 0.058 1.000
Negative attitude towards mandatory reporting 0.332" 0.059 1.000
Perception of mandatory reporting system 0.343" 0.199" 0.182" 1.000

“p<0.01 by pearson’s correlation coefficient

Table 4. Analysis of child abuse education priorities, measures to promote reporting, and factors that hinder reporting

Item Response N %
Priority of education for child abuse How to manage and counsel abused children 143 90.5
Child abuse detection 9 62.7
Information on child abuse reporting procedures and reporting medical 93 589
institutions
Counseling and parent education for abused parents 81 513
Method to activate reports Systematic child protection when reporting 152 96.2
Immediate intervention upon reporting 141 89.2
Confidentiality of the reporter 110 69.6
Promotion of child abuse and reporting system and reinforcement of education 42 26.6
A clear definition of child abuse 18 114
Reasons to disturb reporting Difficulty in recognizing child abuse 80 50.6
Burden for many procedures after reporting 26 16.5
Lack of information on reporting procedures and filing 21 133
Burden of personal exposure of the reporter 16 10.1
Seems like family affairs intervention, lack of need to report 13 8.2
“multiple responses
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