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ABSTRACT

Objectives: Dental hygienists are an essential human resource in dental service organizations. However, there are several
important persisting problems faced by them, that need to be solved. The purpose of this study was to explore the current
situation in dental hygiene education institutions, number of active dental hygienists, and employment distribution across South
Korea. Methods: The study gathered statistics of dental hygiene educational institutions, the ratio of active dental hygienists and
the number of dental hygienists working across South Korea from officially reviewed websites. Results: Daegu and Gyeongbuk
regions house the most number of colleges with dental hygiene programs. The Daejeon and Chungnam regions had the
most universities with dental hygiene programs. The activity ratio of dental hygienists decreased every year. Dental hygienists’
employment was highly focused in the Seoul and Gyeonggi provinces. Conclusions: The survey data can be used as basic data
for future dental hygienist education to cope with the shortage of active dental hygienists and regional imbalances. This could
prove useful to consider the employment of dental hygienists appropriately.
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Table 1. Number of dental hygiene education institutions in 2016 - 2021 Unit:N
Year Number of educational institutions with dental hygiene programs
Community colleges Universities Total

2016 54 28 82

2017 54 28 82

2018 54 28 82

2019 54 28 82

2020 54 28 82

2021 54 27 81

This data was a processed data of reference [10].
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Table 2. Number of dental hygiene education institutions in South Korea

City / Province Number of community colleges Number of universities
Seoul 2 -
Busan 4 3
Incheon - 1
Daejeon & Chungnam 6 5
Chungbuk 4 2
Daegu & Gyeongbuk 11 3
Gyeongnam 2 1
Ulsan 2 -
Gwangju & Jeonnam 9 4
Jeonbuk 4 1
Gyeonggi 7 2
Gangwon 3 4
Jeju 1 -
Total 55 26

This data was a processed data of reference [10].
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Table 3. Test statistics for dental hygienists’ national examination in South Korea

Year / Month / Day Number of applicants Number of passes Pass rate (%)
2020/12/13 5,689 4213 74.1
2019/12/15 5,778 4,890 84.6
2019/01/03 5,639 4,510 80.0
2018/01/05 5,663 4,710 83.2
2016/12/18 5,305 4,603 86.8
2015/12/13 5,170 4,539 87.8

This data was a processed data of reference [2].

Table 4. Activity ratio of dental hygienists in South Korea Unit: N
Year Registered dental hygienists Active dental hygienists Activity ratio (%)

2014 61,139 28,708 47.0

2015 65,787 30,668 46.6

2016 70,070 33,463 47.8

2017 74,589 35,091 47.0

2018 79,230 36,402 45.9

This data was a processed data of reference [3].
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Table 5. Number of dental hygienists in 2018 - 2020 Unit:N
. . Number of dental hygienists
Gl e 2018 2019 2020
Seoul 9,187 10,440 10,678
Busan 1,942 2,581 2,616
Incheon 1,481 1,755 1,832
Daejeon & Chungnam 2,846 3,076 3,246
Chungbuk 1,160 1,204 1,269
Daegu & Gyeongbuk 3,599 4,068 4,234
Gyeongnam 2,389 2,877 2,953
Ulsan 1,036 1,141 1,169
Gwangju & Jeonnam 2,635 3,171 3,381
Jeonbuk 1,466 1,645 1,683
Gyeonggi 7,077 8,959 9,768
Gangwon 955 1,015 1,065
Jeju 411 497 569
Total 36,402 42,657 44,727

This data was a processed data of reference [11].
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