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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study was conducted to prepare basic data to propose the necessity and utilization of oral welfare products in
the welfare services of the long-term care insurance system, focusing on facility workers working in elderly facilities. Methods:
The analysis was conducted on 144 workers working at some local elderly facilities. The questionnaire was constructed by
classifying the use of oral welfare tools into 6 questions and the necessity and demand for oral welfare devices into 13 questions.
Frequency analysis and technical analysis were performed for data analysis, and one-way ANOVA was performed for differences
in the necessity and demand for oral welfare equipment. The statistical significance level was p<0.05. Results: As a result of
examining the awareness of the necessity and demand for oral welfare equipment among workers in elderly facilities, the
awareness of the necessity of including oral welfare equipment in the items of welfare equipment in the current long-term care
insurance system was high at 4.15 points. As a result of analyzing the correlation between awareness of care products and the
need and demand for oral welfare equipment, it was confirmed that there was a statistically significant positive correlation
(p<0.01). Conclusions: In the long-term care insurance system for the elderly, oral welfare products need to be considered for
welfare equipment services. The provision of oral welfare products within the long-term care insurance system for the elderly can
provide opportunities and services to select various self-care tools. In addition, it is expected that it will be possible to promote
changes in the long-term care insurance system for the elderly and to improve the system in a variety of positive ways.
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Table 1. General characteristics of the subjects

ZE EY MNHAIR 34.0%

Characteristics Division N (%)
Gender Male 41 ( 28.5)
Female 103 ( 71.5)
Age 20s 24 ( 16.6)
30s 59 ( 41.0)
40s 43 (. 29.9)
50s 13( 9.0)
60s 5( 3.5)
Education level High school 22 ( 15.3)
College 31 ( 21.5)
University 90 ( 62.5)
Etc. 1( 0.7
Occupation Nurse 14( 9.7)
Care worker 34 ( 23.6)
Nursing assistant 3( 2.0
Social worker 79 ( 54.9)
Physical therapist 1( 07
Etc. 13( 9.0)
Years of work (yrs) 1-5 63 ( 43.8)
6-10 63 ( 43.8)
11-15 16 ( 11.1)
Over 15 2( 14
Facility type Nursing home 81 ( 56.3)
Long - term care hospital 16 ( 11.1)
Day care center 33(22.9)
Day and night care center 11( 7.6)
Etc. 3( 21
Facility operation type National public 7( 49
Social welfare corporation 15( 10.4)
Religious corporation 2( 1.4)
Private for profit organization 12( 83)
Corporation 4( 2.8)
Personal 104 ( 72.2)
Number of seniors in the facility Less than 10 7( 49)
10- 30 54 ( 37.5)
31-60 72 ( 50.0)
61-100 8( 5.6)
Over 100 4( 21
The biggest difficulty in oral care for the elders  Lack of welfare supplies 27(18.8)
Lack of knowledge 46 ( 31.9)
Lack of time 34 ( 23.6)
Lack of worker 32(222)
Etc. 5( 3.5
Total 144 (100.0)

https://doi.org/10.13065/jksdh.20220008



Table 2. Awareness of oral care products of elderly facility workers

Items Division N (%)
Do you know what oral care products are? Do not know very much 12( 83)
Do not know well 41 ( 28.5)
I do know some 72 (/50.0)
Know 16 ( 11.1)
Very Know 3( 21
Do you think the use of oral care product is helpful for the oral care of the elderly in facility?  Not very helpful 2( 14
Not helpful 7( 49
Helpful 78 ( 54.2)
Some helpful 45(31.3)
Very helpful 12( 8.3)
What oral care products do you currently know about? Toothbrush 137 ( 95.1)
(Ratio of responses with ‘yes’, duplicate responses possible) Dental floss 133( 92.4)
Interdental brush 111( 77.1)
Denture cleanser 89 ( 61.8)
Waterpik 28(19.4)
Oral gutter 11( 7.6
Mouthwash 49 ( 34.0)
Oral sponge 6( 42
Have you ever used oral care product for the elderly in the facility? Yes 92 ( 63.9)
No 52 ( 36.1)
Why do you think the use of oral care product is necessary for the elderly in facilities? ~ For oral care 5( 35)
To maintain oral health 40 ( 27.8)
For oral care after meals 64 ( 44.4)
To keep clean 35(14.3)
Etc. -
How many times in a week did you use oral care product for the elderly in the facility? 1 time 37(257)
2nd time 23 ( 16.0)
3rd time 41 ( 28.5)
4th time 5( 3.5)
More than 5th times 38(264)
Total 144 (100.0)
Table 3. Awareness of the necessity and demand for oral welfare equipment of elderly facility workers
Items Mean =* SD
In the current long - term care insurance system, do you think oral welfare equipment is included in welfare 4.15+0.77

equipment and needs to be used by the elderly?

If education on how to use oral welfare equipment is provided, are you willing to participate in the education? ~ 4.03 = 0.80
Do you think the use of oral welfare equipment will affect the oral health of the elderly in the facility? 422 +0.76
Do you think government-level oral welfare support for the elderly is necessary? 411 £0.85
Total 4.12 £ 0.65

Table 4. Status of oral welfare equipment most needed by workers in elderly facilities

Items
Toothbrush
Dental floss
Interdental brush
Denture cleanser
Waterpik

Oral gutter
Mouthwash

Oral sponge

Etc.
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Table 5. Differences in perception of the need and demand for oral welfare equipment according to the general
characteristics of elderly facility workers.

Characteristics Division N (%) Mean £ SD p
Gender" Male 41(28.5) 393 +0.84 0.061
Female 103 (71.5)  4.20 = 0.54
Age 20s 24 (16.7) 4.16 £ 0.64 0.114
30s 59 (41.0) 4.17 £ 0.53
40s 43(29.9) 418 £0.61
Over 50s 18 (12.5) 3.77 £0.97
Education level* High school 22 (15.3) 4.18 + 0.64 0.428
College 31(21.5) 4.20 + 0.54
University 90 (62.5  4.08 £ 0.58
Etc. 1(0.7) 5.00=0.00
Occupation® Nurse 14(9.7) 417 +0.60 0.304
Careworker 34 (23.6) 4.23 +0.54
Nursing assistant 3(21) 4.08+0.80
Social worker 79 (54.9) 4.13 +0.61
Etc.” 14(97) 378+ 101
Years of work (yrs)* 1-5 63(43.8) 4.18 +0.62 0.051
6-10 63 (43.8) 417 £0.54
11-15 18 (12.5) 3.77 £0.95
Facility type* Nursing home 81(56.3) 4.03 £ 0.67 0.123
Long - term care hospital 16 (11.1)  4.10 = 0.65
Day care center / Day and night care center 44 (30.6) 4.28 +0.59
Etc. 3(21) 458£0.38
Facility operation type National public 7(49) 392+044 0.727
Social welfare corporation 15(104) 4.33 +0.67
Religious corporation 2(1.4) 4.00+1.06
Private for profit organization 12(83) 4.02+0.63
Corporation 4(28) 431+0.85
Personal 104 (72.2)  4.12 £ 0.65
Number of seniors in the facilityi Less than 10 7(49) 3.53+0.38 0.089
10-30 54(37.5) 4124071
31-60 72 (50.5) 4.16 = 0.61
More than 61 - 100 11(76) 427+054
The biggest difficulty in oral care for the  Lack of welfare supplies 27 (18.8)  4.06 £ 0.72® <0.001
elders Lack of knowledge 46 (31.9)  4.11 % 0.53*
Lack of time 34(23.6) 437 £039"
Lack of worker 32(222) 412 £0.66"
Etc. 5(35 295+1.27°
"by one way ANOVA test

“including a physical therapist

**The same characters are not significants by Bonferroni multiple comparison(p<0.05).
by independent t-test

*by one way ANOVA test after regrouping
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Table 6. Correlation between the awareness of oral care products of elderly facility workers and the necessity and
demand of oral welfare equipment

Items Recognition of oral care products Nggsségfz?gj;u?;ﬁgﬁr
Mean + SD 3.05+0.63 412 £ 0.65
Recognition of oral care products 1.000 0453~
Necessity and demand for oral welfare equipment 0453" 1.000

"p<0.01, by pearson’s correlation coefficient
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