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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study aimed to understand the knowledge, attitude, and wearing of four types of personal protective equipment
among dental hygienists based on to the COVID-19 infection control guidelines and to provide basic data on the need to wear
these equipment by dental hygienists in dental medical institutions. Methods: Between March 31 and April 26, 2022, 285 dental
hygienists working at dental institutions in Busan and Gyeongsang Provinces participated in the study. Results: The higher the
knowledge on personal protective equipment, the higher the glove-wearing rate; and the higher the attitude toward personal
protective equipment, the higher the KF94 mask-wearing rate. Furthermore, the higher the rate of wearing face shields, the
higher the rate of wearing gloves and full-body protective suits; and the higher the rate of wearing gloves, the higher the rate of
wearing a full-body protective suit. Conclusions: To prevent cross-infection by dental hygienists in dental medical institutions, it
is necessary to have the four types of personal protective equipment at all times and to strengthen comprehensive education on
these equipment
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Table 1. General characteristics of the subject (N=285)
Characteristics Division N %
Gender Male 1 3.9
Female 274 96.1
Age (yr) 20-29 159 55.8
30-39 85 29.8
=40 41 14.4
Education College 173 60.7
University 73 25.6
Graduate school 39 13.7
Working area Busan 240 84.2
Kyungsang area 45 15.8
Working organization Dental clinic 84 29.5
=Dental hospital 201 70.5
Work experience (yr) 1-5 143 50.2
6-10 71 24.9
=11 71 24.9
Position Staff 175 614
=>Team reader 110 38.6
Have PPE 1-3 Kinds 131 46.0
4 Kinds 154 54.0
Have personal protection guidelines Yes 247 86.7
No 38 13.3
Experience of PCR inspection during work Yes 244 85.6
No 41 14.4
COVID-19 safety of the working organization Strongly disagree 26 9.1
Disagree 56 19.6
Neutral 102 35.8
Agree 67 23.5
Strongly agree 34 11.9
COVID-19 vaccination status No 4 1.4
2nd completed 33 11.6
3rd completed 248 87.0
Contact with COVID-19 patients while working Yes 142 49.8
No 143 50.2
COVID-19 knowledge acquisition TV 167 58.6
Newspaper 42 14.7
Internet 256 89.8
(Medical) journal 24 8.4
Education in-workplace 48 16.8
COVID-19 education status Yes 95 33.3
No 190 66.7
PPE wearing education Yes 180 63.2
No 105 36.8
Understanding the dangers of COVID-19 Yes 263 92.3
No 22 7.7
Understanding how to be safe from COVID-19 Yes 21 7.4
No 264 92.6
Care for COVID-19 infected patients Yes 182 63.9
No 103 36.1

PPE: Personal protective equipment (mask, glove, face shield, full-body protective suit)
PCR: Polymerase chain reaction
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Table 2. The percentage of correct answers by question of knowledge of PPE related to COVID-19 (N=285)
Characteristics Division N %  RANK
Propagation route 1. COVID-19 spreads through droplets or air 281 98.6 3

2. COVID-19 can be spread through direct or indirect contact 276 96.8 8
Hand hygiene 3. Hand hygiene is indispensable before wearing PPE 284 99.6 1

4. 1f there is visible pollition on the hands before wearing PPE, wash your hands 42 14.7 20
with alcohol-based hand sanitizer
5. Wear the recommended PPE correctly, you don't have to worry about hand 87  30.5 18

hygiene’
PPE 6. PPE is worn with a combination of contact with droplets and contact with air 215 754 16
Wearing 7. Assess exposure risk and determine the level of use of PPE by considering the 254  89.1 14
and expected range of contact with the patient
taking off 8. PPE uses waterproof disposable products 277 972 6
9. When wearing a KF94 mask, cover your nose and mouth sufficiently and make 279  97.9 4
sure that air does not leak out (seal check, fit check)
10. Wear gloves so that the sleeves of the gown fit into the gloves 252 884 15
11. Take off the PPE as soon as you leave the patient's room 165 579 17
12. Do not contaminate the surrounding environment, yourself, and others when 283 99.3 2
taking off PPE
13. Dispose of used PPE by turning the inner side over so that contaminated areas 268  94.0 12
are exposed to a minimum
14. Perform hand hygiene immediately after taking off PPE 276 96.8 8

15. When taking off the face protection equipment, do not touch the front, grab 268  94.0 12
the back of the head or ear, spread it to both sides, lower your head down,
close your eyes, and remove it forward

16. Put all used PPE in a dedicated waste container and close the lid of the 278 97.5 5
dedicated container completely to seal it
17. Wear new PPE whenever the patient changes 274 96.1 10

18. If damaged or heavily contaminated while wearing a ppe, discard it 273  95.8 1
immediately and wear a new ppe
19. In the event of an emergency, the patient's life comes first, so do not have to 80  28.1 19
wear a PPE’
20. If COVID-19 is suspected, wear the highest level of PPE until the patient's 277  97.2 6
infection route is finally confirmed
"Reverse coding questions
PPE: Personal protective equipment (mask, glove, face shield, full-body protective suit)
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Table 3. Attitudes toward PPE related to COVID-19 infection control

Division Mean=+SD
I believe wearing PPE can prevent COVID-19 infection in dental hygienists 4.294+0.84
I believe that wearing ppe can prevent COVID-19 infection in other patients 4.27+0.84
Wearing recommended PPE is inconvenient during dental practice and interferes with treatment 2.73+1.28
It is essential for COVID-19 patients to wear the recommended PPE during dental practice 4.68+0.73
I believe that wearing PPE can prevent the spread of infectious diseases 4.4810.85
Total 4.0940.63

PPE: Personal protective equipment (mask, glove, face shield, full-body protective suit)
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HE ST KF94 upAd, 43]8 etels Ze|8, AASE)o] 2858 54 TH o 2 Mot v /iQIE ST 45 F K94 kA 371 4.84
7(96.8%0) 02 Z-g-50] 7P =9k Z=H 3.858(77.0%), QPFHE T 3.198(63.8%), Al WIS 5 1.28%(25.6%) +0& LRIt
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Table 4. Wearing PPE related to COVID-19 infection control Unit: N(%)

Face shield KF94 mask Glove Full-body protective suit
Variables Don't Selec- All Mean Don't Selec- All Mean Don't Selec- All Mean Don't Selec- All Mean
wear tively wear £SD wear tively wear +SD wear tively wear +SD wear tively wear =+SD
Aerosol- 11 108 166 4.09+ 3 11 271 4.88=* 0 21 264 4.88%+ 185 59 41 1.29+
producing (3.9) (37.9) (58.2) 1.37 11 (3.8) (95.1) 0.64 0.00 (7.4 (92.6) 052 (649 (20.7) (14.4) 1.94
treatment

Blood or 11 75 199 4.34+ 2 11 272 4.90+ 0 10 275 493+ 174 50 61 1.58=+
saliva to (3.9 (26.3) (69.8) 1.25 0.7) (3.9 (95.4) 0.56 (0.0) (35 (96.5) 042 (611 (17.5) (21.4) 2.14
spill or
Spatter

Counseling 82 159 4 2.05+ 4 23 258 476 73 123 89 2.55+ 231 39 15 0.56+
or Patient (28.8) (55.8) (15.4) 1.83 (1.4) (8.1 (90.5) 0.85 (25.6) (43.2) (31.2) 2.04 (81.1) (13.6) (5.3) 1.37
response
In OP 33 76 176 3.82+ 2 12 271 491+ 3 9 273 488t 127 36 122 2.48+
room (11.6) (26.6) (61.8) 1.80 0.7) 4.2) (951) 0.51 1.1) (31 (95.8) 0.66 (44.6) (12.6) (42.8) 2.38
At 123 128 34 1.63+ 4 24 257 472+ 117 97 71 2.00 239 32 14 0.49+
Reception (43.2) (44.9) (11.9) 1.81 (14) (84 (90.2) 096 (41.1) (34.0) (249) 2.08 (83.9) (11.2) (4.9 130
Total 9 243 33 3.19+ 2 28 255 4.84=% - 220 65 3.85+ 127 144 14 1.28+
(3.2) (88.4) (11.6) 1.28 0.7)  (9.8) (89.5 0.58 (77.2) (22.8) 0.85 (44.6) (50.5) (4.9) 1.54
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6. X|2t2|dAre] 7ol = Z=10] CHeh XA, Ef X XH29| 2

ZNQIE 7ol tifgh ] Al Bl 9l QPR & mpA S Ff B A B R Tho] A)S BAISH ATk <Table 6>2F 2t 7RI &7
off tfgt AAjo] 245 F2E(r=0.117, p<0.05)9] Z-&-Eo] & Uehaal, 711 E 7ol tigh Blert w545 KF94 A= (r=0.250,
p<0.01) Z-&-E0] =A] e QP E 0] 2850l =245 2 B (1=0.356, p<0.0)2}t HAIE 5 (r=0.319, p<0.01) Z&-&Eo°] =AU
ERtl, 222 2850 842 AT E(=0.232, p<0.01) 2-&-50] &7 Lebdth

Table 6. The relevance of knowledge, attitude, and wearing of PPE (N=285)
. . Wearing of PPE
Variables Knowledge Attitude Face shield KF94 mask Glove Full-body protective suit
Knowledge 1.000
Attitude 0.091 1.000
Face shield 0.040 -0.060 1.000
KF94 mask 0.013 0.250" -0.033 1.000
Glove 0.117 -0.042 0.356" 0.001 1.000
Full-body pro tective suit 0.005 0.021 0.319" -0.115 0.232" 1.000

"p<0.05, "p<0.01, by Pearson’s correlation coefficient
PPE: Personal protective equipment (mask, gloove, face shield, full-body protective suit)
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