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( Abstract )

Te shimau: a form to indicate a spontaneous situation

This paper aims to argue that ‘te shimau’ has a usage to express a spontaneous situation and examine its semantic and
syntactic features. The spontaneous situation represented by ‘e shimau' refers to any situation or condition where an
event occurs on its own without the intention of its subject. This spontaneous situation has a semantic feature that the
event occurs habitually or repeatedly. The spontaneous situations represented by ‘te shimau' are divided into three types
according to the type of verb to be connected to ‘te shimau. The first is the type representing the unintentional
behaviors, in which volitional verbs usually appear but the intention of its subject is weakened by ‘te shimau’. The second
is the type representing the unintentional states, in which unvolitional verbs such as emotional verbs and sensory verbs
appear. The third is the type representing the inevitable results, in which unvolitional verbs usually appear. The ‘e
shimau’ construction expressing a spontaneous situation has three syntactic features. The first is that it is the productive
expression that is not limited by the types of verb. The Second, the tu’ form of verbs is usually used. Third, it appears
mainly with certain adverbs.

Field : syntax
Keywords : Te shimau, spontaneous situation, Unintentional behavior, Unintentional state,
Inevitable result
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