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[ Abstract )

Church’s Family Ministry with a Perspective of

Congregational Studies

Jun Kim
Chongshin University

The purpose of this essay is to propose that congregational studies
could provide a perspective for congregation’s family ministry’s
application in and harmonious ministries for the congregation. Many
church leaders and congregations have realized the problem in and needs
of families in congregation and got more interested in family ministry for
the congregation. At the same time, however, they have realized the
uneasiness to launch family ministry. This essay points out the lack of
concerns on the actual practice of family ministry in congregation and
potential problems in the process of family ministry, and then, suggests
that congregation need to understand the definition of family ministry that
set the boundary and scope of family ministry. More concretely, it
introduces congregational studies and suggests the importance of
understanding ministry philosophy and leadership, existing elements of
family ministry, and resources for family ministry through the perspective
of congregational studies.

In conclusion, the essay states that family ministry should be “tailored
family ministry” fitting to the situation and context of congregation and
transform into the congregation “embedded” with nurture and support for
families in congregation.

Key words: Family Ministry, congregational studies, caring ministry,
pastoral care, lay care.
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