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[ Abstract ]

The Expansion of Biblical Counseling in American
Evangelicalism and New Calvinism’

Jun Kim
Chongshin University

The purpose of this study is to investigate New Calvinism’s influence
as a major cause to the recent expansion of Biblical Counseling
Movement in American Evangelicalism, The study first examines the
status of Biblical Counseling in Evangelical Christian Counseling, and
then describes how Biblical Counseling as well as New Calvinism have
expanded in American evangelicalism. The study argues that to
understand the rise of Biblical Counseling ‘New Calvinism” should be
examined.

To prove New Calvinism’s influence on Biblical Counseling, the
study investigates the writings of Timothy Keller and John Piper, two
important leaders of New Calvinism, in the areas of theology and
counseling. The study pointed out that Biblical Counseling was
founded on the principles of Reformed theology and has emphasizes
God, the Bible, and Church. In the area of counseling theory, the article
noted that Biblical Counseling put emphasis on biblical understanding
of person and motivation of heart. Based on this examination, It was
argued that Keller and Piper, in their writings, share these theological
and counseling views with Biblical Counseling.

As a conclusion, the study provides implication that examining
theological influence in studying Christian counseling is important, and
suggests that future studies need to develop concrete models of change
and methods to enhance Biblical Counseling.

Key words: Evangelical Christian Counseling, Biblical Counseling,
American Evangelicalism, New Calvinism, reformed faith
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