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A Comparartive Study on Education Supports for
children with multiple disabilities in Asia - Pacific Region

Hyun Jin Kim

The Senior Education Researcher, Korea Institute for Special Education

<Abstract>

Recently concerns of educational supports for children with multiple disabilities

in Asia-Pacific Region are increasing. This study is done to find ways to improve
education supports for children with multiple disabilities in Korea by comparing and
analyzing other countries.

This paper is organized into 5 sections based on literatures, papers, reports
from each country. This paper was written based on comparison studies of from 1)
prevalence and statical situation of multiple disabilities 2) legal basement 3)
national educational political direction 4) organization and education place, teacher’s
in—service training, education contents and method.

Through comparing and analyzing, we conclude five implications and future
tasks in Korea. 1) We have to survey about the multiple disabilities over the
country. Through survey, we have to collect the status of the multiple disabilities. 2)
With the basic information the Nation has to supply properly devised planning and
educational interventions for the multiple disabilities. Also it is required special
support in education services and curriculum for them. 3) Since it is very difficult
for them to integrate, there is a need to devise a plan for them and open schools.
And in order to include them into regular school, first of all, we should create the
inclusive atmosphere in regular classes, regular schools and society. Based on this
improvement, we have to provide vast range of support for multiple disabled
students to study with regular student. 4) We have to cooperate with multi
disciplinary teams including the parents. 5) We have to find the appropriate
communication method for them. 6) In order to teach them appropriately, teacher training

1s an important. We should prepare resource materials for teacher and the multiple

disabilities to promote. Planning, material development, research support, teacher

training, classroom organization, parental and community support are needed.

Key words : multiple disabilities, Asia—Pacific special education, prevalence, legal, Australia, China,
Japan, India, Malaysia
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