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Changes in Information Retrieval Ability of
Students with Hearing Impairment through

Task-based Learning Methods on the Web
Environment

Cho, Ji-hye
Daegu Young Hwa School
Kim, Byung-ha

Daegu University
<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to investigate changes in information retrieval ability
of students with hearing impairment through assignment- task-based methods which
make students solve assignments with actual relations for themselves, organize and
accumulate knowledge in the process of solving assignments in searching for
information on the web. In education for students with hearing impairment, this
study lays significance on presenting effective teaching methods to improve
information retrieval and ability to use which are important variables in growing
personal capability and determining quality of life in the knowledge- information era.

For this study, total 20 sessions of task—based information retrieval program were
applied for 7 weeks aiming at 5 students who attend a special school for hearing

Impairment.

The results of this study are as the following:

First, information achievement of students with hearing impairment was increased
through task-based learning methods on web environment. However, posttest after a
period of pause showed that information achievement was decreased, so information
retrieval ability did not maintained.

Second, task-based learning methods on web environment showed changes that
students with hearing impairment searched for information effectively. But posttest

after a period of pause showed that the degree of efficiency of information retrieval



g4 SZ0N HNSY S0l 2 FXFSY J2HMSE Ha 555

course did not maintained.

Third, providing clues in sign language when students searched for information
raised information achievement and changed information retrieval course effectively.

As the result of this study, thanks to presentation of actual assignment,
task-based learning methods on web environment led students with hearing
impairment to improve information retrieval ability by presenting environment
suitable for utilizing prior knowledge and systematic strategies of solving information
problems. In addition, providing clues in sign language when students searched for
information resulted in improved information retrieval ability because sign language
as a communicative means of students with hearing impairment raised understanding

of information retrieval questions in written language.

key words : web environment, task—-based leamning, information retrieval ability, sign language
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