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Nonsymbolic communication assessment of children

with severe cerebral palsy
—Constructing Total Assessment Working Model—

Park,KyoungOck

Korea Nazarene University
<Abstract>

The present study identified nonsymbolic communication characteristics and the related
factors of three young children with severe cerebral palsy using the Total Assessment Working
Model(TAWM), a comprehensive assessment tool. With the results of the TAWM, a
communication partner intervention program that the children’s primary communication partners
played a role of communication facilitator was designed and employed in order to see if the
program was effective for the children to acquire communication skills.

The study was consisted of three phases. The first phase was a comprehensive
assessment process for establishing an adequate and efficient nonsymbolic communication
intervention plan based on the results of the TAWM. The second phase was the
communication partners’ intervention on the target behaviors of the children. The last phase
was to evaluate the effectiveness of the intervention. In the assessment phase, the children’s
qualitative and quantitative communication characteristics were identified through observations
of interaction between the children and their communication partners, and the communication
partners were interviewed. results of the study were as follows:

First, the TAWM for nonsymbolic communication assessment was effective to observe
the interactions between the children and their communication partners both in natural contexts
and in structured environments, and to identify the characteristics of nonsymbolic
communication skills of children with severe cerebral palsy and other environmental factors.

Second, the six evaluation factors(i.e., characteristics of the current communication skills
between the children and their communication partners, target behaviors, physical movement
skills, intellectual capacities, environmental factors, communication partner factors) of the
TAWM for establishing the individual target behaviors of the children and for designing
communication partner’s intervention strategies were proven to be adequate as essential factors
and led to establish an adequate communication intervention plan.

Key Words : Children with severe cerebral palsy, Nonsymbolic communication, Assessment
Framework, Communication partner
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