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Analysis on the theory of "elementary relation’
("Elementare Beziehung”) as an instructional
concept for students with severe and multiple

disabilities

Rhie, Suk-Jeong
Dankook University

<Abstract>

The phenomena of communication and relations of the students with severe and
multiple disabilities in their educational environment can be characterized as defect
relationship, mainly due to the misunderstanding or neglecting of the first
care-givers/teachers on their communicative requiring and purposing. Regarding
these aspects, debates and arguments on learning and teaching to these children
should be started with a fundamental question such as how they communicate or
construct their own world, followed by the philosophical and anthropological
reflecting on the existence of human-beings.

In this paper, the elements and principles of theory "elementary relation”
("Elementare Beziehung) of B. Fornefeld, a Professor at the University of Cologne in
Germany, as an instructional concept for students with severe and multiple
disabilities, were presented. Some of those principles are based on the philosophy of
communication Bodenheimers, Body-Phenomenology of Maurice Merleau—Ponty and
developmental theories like the attachment theory J. Bowlbys. In addition, a sample
of effective instruction according this elementary relation—concept was introduced and

analyzed and finally some issues of this relationship-oriented approach to these

children were discussed.

key words : severe and multiple disabilities, instructional concept, Elementare Beziehung, elementary

relation, Fornefeld
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