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Issues of the Special Education Law of Individual
with Disabilities and the Like in 2007
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Daejin University

<Abstract>

The year of 2007 is a meaningful year in the history of special education in
Korea. The Special Education Promotion Law that had been a foundation of the
development of special education for the past three decades since its legislation in
1977 was changed into the Special Education Law of Individuals with Disabilities
and the Like (Special Education Law) in May, 2007.

The Special Education Support Act for Individuals with Disabilities, the bill by
the National Assembly based on the Consumerism for people with disability and the
total revision bill of the Special Education Promotion Law by government were

proposed, respectively. The Special Education Law has been enacted as the

alternative bill given by the Committee on Education.

The promulgation of the Special Education Law leads to a huge confusion on
the system of Korean special education because of the contents including specifically
the elimination of the remedial education, the abolition of the department of remedial
education, and the extension of notification of the 2007 Special School Curriculum.
Especially, conflicts between related groups and the government concerning the
follow—up measures of remedial education without interim measures and the demands
for having a voice in legislation of enforcement ordinance has caused the confusion
of the special education fields.

Thus, for the proper enforcement of Special Education Law in 2007, there are
needs to readjust the products of the previous studies on the special
education-related laws in Korea for the purpose of presenting the establishment plan
of subordinate regulations, that is enforcement ordinance and enforcement regulation.

The purpose of the present study is to present the plan to enforce effectively



the overall revised regulations of the Special Education Law in 2007 on the basis of

the results from all-around investigation into the related studies of the domestic

special education-related laws. This study has investigated and examined the

tendency of arguments and the history in the domestic special education laws during

recent 20 years. On the basis of these analysis, the study found six main issues; the

law title, the compulsory education, students having special needs, remedial

education, individualized education, and special education teachers. Then, the study
compared the details of the above six issues before and after the revision and

presented the direction of revision and the concentration of argument.

Key words: Special Education Promotion Law, Special Education Law of Individuals with Disabilities
and the Like, Compulsory education, student having Special needs, Remedial
education, Individualized education, Special education teacher, Study of the Special

Education Law System
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