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A Comparison of Perception on Operating the
Teacher—-Aid System between Special Education
Teachers and Paraprofessionals in the Area of Gwangju

Kim, Hyunjung
Arum Special Nursery School
Lee, Seunghee

Chosun University

<Abstract>

This study was conducted to compare perception on operating the teacher—aid
system between special education teachers and paraprofessionals. To do this, a
questionnaire was distributed to 60 paraprofessionals and 78 special educational
teachers who were working at general elementary - middle - high schools or special
schools in the area of Gwangju. One hundred sixteen questionnaires were returned
and they were analyzed to answer three research questions as follows:

@ Are there any differences in perception on qualification and roles of
paraprofessionals between special education teachers and paraprofessionals?

@ Are there any differences in perception on education and placement of
paraprofessionals between special education teachers and paraprofessionals?

@ Are there any differences in perception on use and management of
paraprofessionals between special education teachers and paraprofessionals?

The results are discussed in order of the three research questions and some

considerations for future research are presented.

Key words : teatcher-aid system, special education teachers, paraprofessionals, elementary schools,
middle schools, high schools, special schools
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