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A study on international comparison of nation
(state)—level curriculum and school—level curriculum:
Focusing on reflection of special education needs

(based on school for the visual impaired)

Lee, Deok-soon

Gwangui Elementary School
<Abstract>

This study conducted a comparative analysis on a nation (or state)
—level curriculum and a school—level curriculum focusing on the example of
schools for visual impairment in various countries including Korea, and has
its purpose of providing implications for organization and improvement in
special education curriculum in Korea. For the purpose of this, this study
reviewed the relationship of nation(state)—level curricula with school—level
curricula in each country, the courses and the organization of academic
activities. The subjects of this study are the nation (state)—level curricula
in 5 countries such as Korea, the U.S, the U.K, Japan and Australia and the
curricula of five schools for visual impairment selected by the relevant
country and state. Such analysis has been conducted focusing on a plan
that can reflect the needs on special education according to the properties
of impairment in organizing nation—level curricula and school—level curricula.
The results of study are as follows: firstly, the reflection of the needs for
special education according to the properties of impairment in each country
over the world has significant implication to the current curricula for special
education in Korea which have no structure that can realize the needs for
special education according to the properties of impairment, regardless of
the type, when compared to Japan case where the activities or courses
necessary for students requiring special education are organized in its
nation(state) —level curricula or the U.S, the UK and Australia’s cases
where the nation(state) —level curricula are organized for securing the

schools’ discretion of operation; secondly, the additional curricula of special
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education must be designed to reflect the needs for special education
according to the properties of impairment; thirdly, it is recommended that
the organization and operation of such additional curricula according to the
properties of impairment can be operated through ‘creative experience
activities’ under the current educational course, rather than the establishment

of new course or organization.

Key Words
: Curriculum in the world, Nation—level curriculum, School—level

curriculum, School for visual impairment
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