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An Analysis of Japan’s Curriculum on Students with
Intellectual Disabilities and Its Implications on Korea’s
Basic Curriculum for special education

Hong, Jeong-suk

Daegu University

<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to analyze the historical changes and
characteristics of Japan's education curriculum on students with intellectual
disabilities, which is most similar to Korea’s basic curriculum, thereby
suggesting the implications of the findings on Korea’s basic curriculum. To
this end, this study has drawn the following main points. First, Japan's
curriculum on students with intellectual disabilities has the nature and
status of an alternative curriculum. This curriculum consists of the contents
and structures tailored to disabled students who are unable to complete
general curriculums, including not only students with intellectual disabilities,
but also students with severe and multiple disabilities. The curriculum has
also revised its contents and standards by recognizing the progression of
disabilities in terms of severity and multiplicity in students who are subject to
special education. Second, while Japan' s curriculum on students with intellectual
disabilities pursues originality centered on daily living, it also has a large
part in common with general curriculums. Third, Japan has revised its teaching
guidelines for special education support schools, including the curriculum for
students with intellectual disabilities, under a unitary system that also oversees
its general curriculums. Based on these results, this study discussed implications

on Korea's basic curriculum.

Key Words : Japan, Curriculum on students with intellectual disabilities, Basic
curriculum for special education
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