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Experiencing Deaf Culture by Adults with A Cochlear Implant
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ABSTRACT

[Purpose] This study examined adults who grew up using spoken language in conjunction with a cochlear implant and
received their surgeries. The study investigated their lives before and after exposure to Deaf culture. [Method] 4 adults in
their early 20s who grew up using spoken language in conjunction with a cochlear implant were interviewed through
in-depth. [Results] The following patterns were noted: First, prior to interaction with the Deaf community, A cochlear
implant had more disadvantages than advantages. Participants felt restricted by their devices and uncomfortable with
stereotypes that cochlear implants resulted in perfect hearing. Speech therapy that emphasized pronunciation and listening
resulted in insufficient vocabulary and grammar skills. Participants struggled with the expectation of spoken language
mastery, and lack of access to auditory information. This resulted in them being passive, an inability to access information
at school, which led to a lack of academic motivation. Second, positive changes were noted after experiencing Deaf
culture. Participants interacted with other deaf people and learned sign language quickly. Because the sign language
information was visual, they were able to have full access and communicate in ways they couldn’t with hearing people.
Empowered by seeing the lives of other deaf people, they gained confidence. Two out of the four participants received
education regarding deaf rights and now advocate for the right to communication for deaf people. [Conclusion] The
results showed that participants felt limited when using only spoken language and that positive changes could be made
through interaction with the deaf community.
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<Table 1> Basic information of research participant

A B C D
Age 21 21 22 23
Education Atﬁendipg Atﬁendipg At?endipg Urﬂvergity
university university university graduation
Age of receiving
cochlear Implantation 3Rt 2(Rt) 2Rt) TRt
surgery
Hearing Before | After | Before After Before After Before After
before / after Lt | 120 [ 120 [ 90 90 70 70 100 100
cochlear
implantation (dB) Rt | 120 |30~40| 90 30 98 56 120 3H

Age of starting

speech therapy o J 4 2
P Py ( In progress) ( In progress) ( In progress)
(year)
Age of
first experiencing 19 19 20 19
deaf culture
1
Age of (alpabet, number)
first learning 19 19 20 18(word)
sign language /19
(formal education)
MetS?OdSIOf 1e:12mg Only interaction Sign language Slgré lellgsang:tage Sign language
 Sign "anguage with other deaf interpretation o interpretation
aside from interaction conle deartment university deartment
with other deaf people peop P (15 weeks) P

Family information Hearing-people Hearing-people | Hearing-people | Hearing-people

o7 E0jAlel S/AILE S

AT FAk Cob D= 2% tistshs e Ask BE Folst o1& 3 AHSsh=
< Azt AT FHA vig 2719k FolE st ARV el d7AE AT
Azl Al B FolE A FolE s 5 Utk 1Y AT FAREL AR
7b groiRt shs ARt ofeh FolE PA SHAY FoRt ks o] AaTe] B
kil sk

U Y

0

AT FelA A A AFEY A 7] W AFA Folgh Fol A AL
F oA Sl @ Mgk ol4e AFATE T2 AWkl At olsE] ojele
e FolZ BA MY FE 0L Sl TOAUSLE L%ol F AU UE T
gz TigE @ W =AE MEey] 486 AL BEE 2AE TP $4E 2R
AT SREE FT. Del AEAL oleplSTl AN FAE WA AL
WA A ol Pom, Afl Tol &5 tha elA st £57b meths m7o]



162 T7he Journal of Special Eaucation: Theory and Practice, Vol. 20, No. 3.

32

Ll
o

—_—

# b Bold Fe At FoIZ Wikt zlo] Folnt © WPE AFHT
B Folg} 5015 FA Ak olm Foli Folo naH AT

FolA B TolB WA YL, @A o9t Folrt ¥ BYVA

Folst ol @A ¥ W o Winkxm stATh Be AT} Fe 2
o8 AzA WA BT AL WA AT ATATL Bl DA
L AR 2RV Ao, olu) ATANA Folsk TR A A
T FolA DSk ohAMAR Arke] L4 R mASSL

A CE 8747} FAZ HSAAL AL @ B2 BE U7 Fo
7t 2wl WhE e Ce

o

R o 32
o o o &
) u§ 2498
w
ot

ol
ol
2
v 0
A
o
ety
rlo
rﬁ

I dolEI TOIE 3 olojzrt.

AT FelA DE ToIE Batg 2700 A Azt Bestty P Y4nn
ATAe] ToJE 2 BX whE Al theSATh A glE Folg Tol ol Ak
b 158 A o Foli B ol 7t »m 1= YA Fol FHOE BhahE olofzith
e o HYL ATt MY FURAT AT FolA F D7k TR /MY %] FETL
Lt DE BE A4 URE S5 4R AFANTE Fol S57 ME ol 3ol
7b gl WeAl LATh AR AFAe Db AR B¢ EBelw oW =g

o &w
§ BHYNE DE AP B & dobEx Rtk

A7 FANE 2% W BE0) BE A 2o, O DY WS fE Lo
A7 ol FH3 EA kgt

#of

Auwgol AF FoiAEe Folz taE statd dAol 42 BE SAU, 3
Y7t olslE ¥ ¥ wi folsh FolE o] Hth AT FelAmitk o] H ol el
7} AUAT AT FelAgol £BSHE HE Fevt gYlor, AT FelAse P9 @
2o UEe BF FYglel o ol £ AUty BHRYTh Fol2 datE tE 0 v
@ g &9 glol AT FelA mF AFHom AN 4z4n APL B

AT FolAgel fol K TeAe BE o AT Yol A ol L} ol
o REFYI, & 2 RHSATHE LS [Feljeldn . AT

Foiz B= "’FO] T3 o3 o] REZ3PAT 43 AP I:}E 740:];<}~o1] H]—s}o:]
Ba AT FeA Ce DARLE AR Fol§ murwr
MRl 4018 FUAY AF AHE WL o] Bl o B
omE ol TolE BE FUE etk @7 Bela D ¢
UAR A AT RolE o] DA FRHL WA TAY

olsh o] @ FolA vhrk ol HH Heel Aol AUAT,
&8, AN, 9%, XA T FHL2 HEeHA stAT

A AT FAA Elo] A4S W Fojet Fold FHH A A== A 770
| 470130, B&} C= 9140 / 479160, D& 79130 /| 470 °]t}.



Experiencing Deaf Culture by Adults with A Cochlear Implant 163

T HA Y

ol A

A7 @A ®
20199 5¢-69 ¥ = B s 5
WS Slth M AEuEe 227 2-347ke] aasglow, tsta AP, o
T gelAe M, 26 § FolA WSk A WAl W A=) el AF A
of BolAel BB Wk, FAelE AAHEEE 8 FYFFYo] BY Fo, AF
Ay F Fel oA W, WY g AR AAE AEE AT A FIY 4%
Fo 5o WE TPt AL

WEg YT W ATAE AT FoA oloplE HuUF o TNyl Hstel A
A Q] Aot Aztel MAHA GES =S Aok PB Ao Y Fo
WY Wee WYt 92 UE AYPon AF Folde wne AUy I
S A= =gtk Fout Foik F2 HE W osst Hi AL A

QAT 22 GALE W olshs] olee REe ATA} F7}

AR Ax, Bao] By Fxol wA WAstA 44T
Folgol Helg wotth ARAGE g 37] WA A

w1
il
i
do
o)
Do
(an)
—
©
rL
—
]
=2
r2
-
e
2
x
w,
'S
2
R
g
ot
o fo
ol
o
3R
k=l

rl

L

o
of o
% af i

PAURE = . )

182 =

o 12
e
rlo
k)
oo

a2

$ HEAET AT YR APol dov FAF
2l 22 AS33 tota TRHEFLS 108 oF @ FolEAlA
9 Qg WeT ATAL AHT ARGl YA, AT FolAe Fahi 26k
2 % =8 P4 @ 0 o PES P EEIRERSVEDRSERE
ke = A Esgch

Y W e A7 9 93 WY MY W§S wEsA B3 gomA
A 3
g

o1y g
®AFE 98 R 700 Yuude H9n, 1 olF
ol ANME AFAGS Atk JoEge

=
mojgl Foizh AT FeAEe] W ofo] L
Aa7] AH 22w 74X FolE s ehA Y WRF L of
o sofut seirh.

Auegols UEg Wen foHe ATAT AR FoE AWHA %, Aol
SololA Restel Mo el Avhe AUT F APl AT u AT Hol e
A BelFeth MY Uge o 3FRE T 9 W] ofd uge W9
B AL ATAL AuEg dF Wee AT o, BRI PE volz ARe



164 The Journal of Special Eaucation: Theory and Practice, Vol. 20, No. 3.

S wol AL FHACERE AT ol oA =AQ ey AAHA
DA BRHE EDT S AE ANHA SHES AW Fol' 2 tAse] ARt

FAH WEe e 2ok AA, ABHS 5E F Y, AR WowA =
2 7, AAE, FAYBE WAL B4, $o18 Ae WYL W FFe ojwPE
2 AR, Fol7k A&AAL B Fo AFAE, FAYTE o HIA

of Solx AT FeIATt | olopr] Ury] Ushs FAll st AKEA e
T 5 UES gtk B3 AT FoIASo] RS T w owF FAo|EA AT o]
A AANA 7P BE Aol AT e nA AT

Audgol A ol olo/|E Fol ATAL FAAMOE o dolobd YgEolL
AT FolASo] ek BAVY BaA RAW RESS ATAG AT Folas} AE
Moz wbd AFAEe gtk AuRg ek VAR A AFHd o= o
T edAEe] W AT UHIES STk

<Table 2> Overview of the result

Before exposure to Deaf culture

Advantages Can communicate with parents by spoken language

of cochlear implant

Can hear sound (music, car horn etc.)

Disadvantages
of cochlear implant

Limitation of physical activity

Uncomfortable stereotypes against perfect hearing

Speech therapy

The struggle of language therapy in childhood

Emphasis on pronunciation and listening

Insufficient vocabulary and grammar skills

Communication difficulties
in spoken language

Difficulty to distinguishing speech sounds in multiple people talking at once and in noise

The burden of perfect spoken language

Appearance of life

Passivity

More accepting of other’s opinions

School life

Difficulty accessing information at school

Loss of learning motivation
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<Table 2> Overview of the result (continued)

After exposure to Deaf culfure

Experiencing deaf culture

Experiencing deaf culture & interpreting

Learning sign language to interact with deaf people

Can learn sign language quickly through deaf interaction

olgn lnguage Conversation is free-flowing and comfortable

A deaf’s language and a language for communication with deaf people
Communication Sign language information is visual, participants are able to have full access and
in sign language communicate.

Increased confidence through positive deaf culture interactions
A change of life Expressing their own thoughts and feeling

Challenge something new

Advocating deaf rights
for communication

Expression actively deaf’s rights by participants educated deaf of human right

Participant’s opinion
on language

Limit as to use only spoken language

Sign language is also equivalent as spoken language

The language what participants use is depending on the situations

Parental reactions

Negative mind to deaf and deaf culture
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