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A Study on Special Education Teachers’ and Parents’ Perceptions
of Special Education Policy Through Focus Group Interview:
Focusing on Gyeonggi Prouince’
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ABSTRACT

[Purpose] This study intends to analyze special education teachers’ and parents’ perceptions of special education policy
regarding plan-operation-evaluation processes and to provide recommendations for special education policy directions.
[Method]l For this purpose, 8 special education teachers who teaches kindergarten, elementary, middle, and high school,
job training students, and 8 parents were focus group interviewed. Focus group interview was conducted twice with
semi-structure interviews type and it lasted an hour and half. [Results] As a result, 5 upper categories and 13 sub
categories were founded. [Conclusion] Based on the results of this study that understanding and empathy of special
education policy, problems of special education policy plans and operations, and suggesting of education policy plan and
operation, special education policy directions were suggested by reflecting special education stakeholers’ needs.
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<Table 1> Characteristics of participants
thq;l;)jn s Code Education or Educsgr?nwpe Career Year Gender Age
1 Infapt special Special education 1 F(Female) %
education support support center
T2 Kindergarten Kindergarten 8 F 33
T3 elementary school Special education 23 F 47
class
Special T4 elementary school Special school 15 MMale) 44
Education i i
T5 Middie school | Pecial education 8 F U
Teachers class
T6 Middle/High school Special school 29 M 55
7 | Made schod/Job | ) chool 14 F 48
training
T8 Job training | PeCidl education % M 50
support center
ici i Information related to their child
el Code Education EQucgUon -
Type Organization Type Education Year Gender | Age
Infant special
P1 Kindergarten Special school education support 1, M 7
Special school 3
P2 Kindergarten Kindergarten Inclusive education 3 F 9
3 elementary school Special education | Special education class P 10
class 3
. Special education class
Parents who P4 elementary school Special school 3 F 10
have chid Special educati Special education cl
. ) ecial education cial education class
with P5 Middle school P 3 Pe . M 15
— class 7
disabilites
P6 High school Special school Special school 12 M 17
General class 3,
P7 Job training Special school Special education class M 19
8
General class 6,
P8 Job training Special school | Special education class M 20
3
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<Table 2> Interview Guide Questions

Question contents

O 1 Special education teachers Parents
Opening Participants’ information Participants’ children information
Introduction Overall experience as a teacher Overall experience as a parent
Introduction 2 Opinions when hear special education
Transition Opinions about Gyeonggi special education policy directions
Gyeonggi special education policy directions and goals
Problems of current special education policy
. . . . Difficulties and solutions for their child’s
Common Suggestions for special education policy school life
Teachers’ participation for developing Parents’ and child's participation for
special education policy developing special education policy
Needs for Infant special education support and suggestions
Kindergarten | Suggestions for improving quality of early | Suggestions for improving quality of early
Core special education special education
. Problems of Gyeonggi special education Problems and suggestions for individual
questi . . i
Elementary policy curriculum education plans
on : : : : : : : :
school Suggestions for improving special Suggestions for improving special
education education
) ) Problems of Gyeonggi special education Problems and suggestions for individual
Middle/High . . 3
schoal policy curriculum education plans
Feasibility of career education directions | Feasibility of career education directions
Suggestions for improving career Problems and suggestions of career
Tob trairin education education
g Problems of being hired students with Problems of being hired adults with
special education service special education service
Advice and opinions of Gyeonggi special | Needs and opinions of Gyeonggi special
Close i T . NSO
education policy directions education policy directions
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<Table 3> Special education teachers’ and parents’ perceptions and needs of
special education policy plan and operation

U . . .
pper. Subcategories Meaning units
categories
Gap of understanding |Lack of feasibility about Gyeonggi special education policy
and empathy about | directions
special education i . . ) o
policy Empathy of designed special education but different its interprets
Special Needs of specialized special education policy to implemented
education designed education
\ The needs of " - . - X
teachers’ and ) . Timely mannered to develop policy of inclusive education and
, pragmatical special . .
parents . ! special education class
. education policy to - - - - X X
perceptions of . . Lack of special education policy for students with mild and multiple
. receive an appropriate | ...
special . . disabilities
. . education service
education policy Difficulties of entering special education schools rather than
entering college
Systematic special | Lack of infant education and career education support policy
education policy to
meet life cycle Lack of lifelong education policy after high school graduation
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<Table 3> Special education teachers’ and parents’ perceptions and needs of
special education policy plan and operation (continued)

U . . .
cateI)gI:)erEes Subcategories Meaning units
Needs of.developmg Plans for enlarging infant special education support
Special and operating designed
education special education Plans for designed policy for students with mild and multiple

policy disabilities

Enlarging communication policy between education settings and
Suggestions of stockholders

stakeholders’ Needs for sharing feedbacks for diverse and systematic special
subjectivation education delivery

Friendly supervision of special education teachers

teachers” and

parents’ needs
of special

education policy
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