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A Narrative Inquiry Study on Elementary Special Education Teachers’
Experiences of Differentiating Mathematics Curriculum
in Special Elementary School for Intellectual Disabilities

Lee, Hae-ran" - Park, Chang-un™ - Yang, Jin-suk™

ABSTRACT

[Purpose] This study is designed to look into any feasibility of instructional adaptation at special
intellectual disabilities special schools, which are currently facing difficulties in applying the curriculum
due to various disability characteristics and learning level gaps of students. [Method] In this regard, the
subject for this study is that what differentiation of learning and its curriculum from the viewpoint of
elementary class teacher of special-education school for intellectual disabilities really is. To this end,
this study has been exploring the experience of differentiating the learning and its curriculum of
elementary special teachers by so-called “narrative inquiry method”, who are working in the
elementary special-education school for intellectual disabilities. [Results] The results are follows. First,
the research participants reconstructed learning group in the light of educational needs and
characteristics of students. Second, despite of reconstruction and differentiated application of curriculum
according to learning group, difficulties of mathematics class for students with severe or multiple
disabilities are raised, so the research participants realized the need of the improvement of the basic
curriculum. Third, for the shortage of knowledge of math course and development of mathematics
ability was found, the research participants tried to develop the professionality of math course through
the teacher community. [Conclusion] This research discusses the reconstruction of curriculum and
learning environment, enhancement of the math course for the students with severe or multiple
disabilities, and the way to improve the expertise of the course of teachers. Based on the discussions,
it suggests the need of follow-up study about differentiation of curriculum.
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<Table 1> Reserch Participants’ Characterisics

Class experience

Participants | Gender

Age

Special
Education
Career

Work experience of
intellectual disability
special school

by level
in intellectual
disability special
school

Education

Kim

49

18.0

O years

2 years

Master of
Special
Education

38

11.0

N/A

N/A

Curriculum

Master’s degree

2. A2 4

=1

B

R

o A=
As 2=

71 #

A7el AR £Pe 20199 39 FErE 99 BA o 4Ll AA o)H A
FHe F2 AW AHH

Hob A4 AW 27] SoE ojgioM, Bx
WAEY 7183 £ £ WS So] AgHA FB olHE E

bl o
SARA3 AR e) mFAH WgE FohER,

o B~
o S ek



6 The Journal of Special Eaucation: Theory and Practice, Vol. 21, No. 1.

g
1o
-\
2
rr
2
£
N
i
o
4

_?{J
i

ot LAY S ARASE AN AP S
a3 %4 o]sﬂ o AdE AT 8
| Av g @A, 53

o
%8

=
Ho
2
o o
!
El
:‘_l‘
=2

d

2o g
=
x
ox M
b
o[l'l i
(2
2
i)
o2l
&
[r
IJQ
El
L
= 1o

o= o
o

S
Rl
i
o

2~

(N
o
O

N
=

A b3} 54917} %i” °‘JJr Z'fr ]7}01] OHiﬁE} 7HJ

_,d
off
re ol
o
£
_>,i

« HOAT R
N

fr oo o Lo m> K
feore

g 4o it

c8 % AN BE ARl B

Seow FeixEel Auel AAE AEIA
AT FARBAA FFE FAY Yo

s, 259 olob|E AHsL FHALA =W

N
i
2
o T
o
LU
H
td
2 (M
+ oy B
2 L mEa
1o rlo
122 Ir
1) n{o
—YJ— -l »

)
ki

i
:114
o Off 2
>
2

fo 4y
=)
i
£
1M
ob
N
&'1-'
bt
t =
N
1o

w
A
Hl
MI
1z

|
m
on
Jot

of g WA FHE, IY T AATE B0l
7t d&E& 7374 gt whEbA] Thssk #BAIF dete] 2
B4, 2019). olo wWALES AEES ®
ConnellyQ‘r Clandinine] A|AIg 32 &+ 33k A
011*1 FTAH o vt R A =¥t ATHE S <, 2019).
S WA Weto] 7] xsto] FAAES] W EHEE £7¢
| A& B3 gt wd, wsAA, AEd, viE, A4
ka1, o9} fEd FHES 9nm
Ho g HFgsid. dTH2ES AREHAES H
ojmel A9 BIHE HAESL FAAEH T AS HES
=2 o5 AA o A= WHEEEZ AFA T

iuf
(
i
v
rlr
rO
o~
_lo OH;
oo

1a
~
o
:l(_ﬂ:"
B
_?lJ

lo ®

e
i

"
i
E?l_f
iy
ro
M
X
tlo
e
ol
E

ML o
=
o
i
31
i

A

[N i
Hoox o 4 &
)

o

Y
i
>

i

>~

=

ot

o,

o3

r]I, "’>’
=
s

ke
R
o

-
ox
o
ol
32
G
2
Nos
"
rO
:_ulg
N

il
& o of

¥ oM M oi_ij
i)

rr

1

o >

Some oo
o

=2
R
e
of\
2
o

oX O El O oX |
ol
e
£
N
il
o
tﬂ

ofs
i
& xR
o
e

o

El

Ho

R
Q‘E

ol &
o
fru

X
o
o,
oft

o,
ot

i

do
=°=I',‘
o
=)

i
:C,i_',,
2
er‘

=

4 H K

oo >

:i
=
of
1z
>
EognY
ol
Do
rO
N
G\
i
N
rl
o
)
U U
S
32 1=
g
S
ri
2L

2o Sy

H
ro
2
X
m
fm
i?_‘
Y

ofN met
fe
e e
H A

I



7

= &l xF=3}

A Narrative Inquiry Study on Elementary Special Education Teachers' Experiences of
Differentiating Mathematics Curriculum in Special Elementary School for Intellectual Disabilities
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