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The Special Teachers® Experiences and Enhancement Plans
on Operating the Free Semester at the Special Schools
for Students with Intellectual Disability”

Jeong, Hye-In™ + Seo, Hyo-Jeong™"

ABSTRACT

[Purpose] The purpose of this study was to conduct in-depth interviews with special teachers who were
in charge of free semester in special schools for students with intellectual disability in order to
understand their experiences and enhancement plans when operating the free semester system for
students with intellectual disability. [Method] In-depth interviews were conducted for a total of eight
special teachers in charge of free semesters at special schools for students with intellectual disability.
Semi-structured interviews were conducted, and all of the interviews were analyzed using the constant
comparison method through the recording and transcription process. [Results] The results of this study
are as follows. First, the participation of students, the capacity of students, and communication among
school members were improved due to the operation of the free semester system at special schools for
students with intellectual disability. Second, there were difficulties in operating the free semester
system, such as teachers” burden when teaching students with diverse needs, the lack of teachers’
understanding and professionalism, and the lack of the fundamental framework with regard to schools,
environment, and systems. Lastly, in order to operate the free semester at special schools for students
with intellectual disability, it is necessary to make improvement plans for the schools and teachers and
to establish support system made by Ministry of Education, the Offices of Education, and the Special
Education Support Centers. [Conclusion] Based on the results of this study, implications for the free
semester system were presented in two aspects: a discussion for class improvement in the operation of
the free semester system and a discussion for successful settlement of the free semester system.

Key Words : Special schools for students with intellectual disability, Free-semester system, Special education teacher,
Qualitative research
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<Table 1> Demographic information of participants

code | Sex Area Experi- | Teaching | Years in charge of | Free Semester
ence Grade free semester [Free Year
T1 F Metropolis 5 yrs 1st 2 years Free Semester
T2 F | Small/Medium-sized City 5 yrs 1st 1 year Free Semester
T3 F Metropolis 5 yrs 1st 1 year Free Year
T4 F Metropolis 2 yrs 3rd 1 year Free Semester
5 F Metropolis 12 yrs 2nd 2 years Free Semester
T6 F | Small/Medium-sized City 5 yrs 1st 2 years Free Semester
T7 F | Small/Medium-sized City 13 yrs 2nd 1 year Free Semester
T8 F | Small/Medium-sized City 11 yrs 1st 1 year Free Semester
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<Table 2> Semi-structured questions

Interview Guide

1. What is your general perception on free semester system?

2. How did you prepare subject-related activities for free semester? What were the challenging
aspects in the process of preparation?

3. How did you prepare free semester activities? What were the challenging aspects in the process of
preparation?

4. How did you do curriculum reconstruction for free semester?

5. What instructional methods did you use for free semester courses? How did you feel when using
the selected instructional methods?

6. What kinds of evaluation methods were used for free semester?

7. What are your thoughts to establish and develop free semester system for special schools?
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<Table 3> Analytic results on teachers’ experiences on operating the free semester
at schools for students with intellectual disability

Theme Category Meaning unit

Improvement of |- Creating good atmosphere for class
student participation |- Providing various opportunities for experience

Improvement of |- Implementing combined classes by using community facilities

Advantages of
vantag student capacity |- Diversifying exploratory opportunities for future career and jobs

free-semester

system Improved - Teacher meetings and mutual feedbacks for improvement of
communications classroom instruction
among school - Increased communication between parents and the schools
members - Increased parents’ interest and satisfaction in education

Feeling burdened |- Difficulties when giving instructions due to various educational

when teaching support needs of students with disabilities
students with diverse |- Difficulties when applying various evaluation methods due to
needs differences in academics among students with disabilities

- Lack of understanding in free-semester by overall teachers as

Difficulties in Lack of teachers’ well as teachers in charge of free-semester tasks

operating understanding and |- Lack of practical knowledge on teaching-learning methods
free—semester professionalism - Lack of practical knowledge on reconstruction in subject

system activities and free-semester activities and lack of time in preparation

- Lack of manuals and forms to run free-semester in special schools
- Difficulties in inviting professional workforce depending on areas
and students’ disability levels and categories, as well as lack

of places for experiences
- Difficulties resulted from the adoption of free-semester system
without reflecting unique aspects of special schools

Lack of fundamental
framework with
regard to schools,
environment, and
systems
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