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Reality of Special Education Research through the Lens of
Special Education Theory and Disability Studies (in Education) Theory

Kang, Jong-Gu" + Kim, Jiyeon™

ABSTRACT

[Purpose] This study aimed to deal with special education through “special education” that focuses on
the education of students with disabilities and “disability studies (in education)” that resist discrimination
against disahilities and approach them in terms of diversity. [Method] This study analyzed the literature
published in the last ten years (2010-2019) to explore the major characteristics and changes in special
education and disability studies (in education). [Results] The main results are as follows. First, disability
studies (in education) are more conducted than special education in the academic discussion of special
education in South Korea. Second, only two or three studies are conducted in the area of special
education each year, and the studies dealt with a disability in general, not a specific category of
disability. Further, the researches mainly used a literature review as a research method. Third,
researches in special education focused on a medical model that emphasizes segregation or education
for disabled students. On the other, the researches in disability studies (in education) mainly discussed
the social model but made the neruodivergent approach recently. [Conclusion] This study insisted that
more academic approaches and studies dealing with various theories and subjects needed to be done in
special education. Besides, the study argued that discussions on “disability studies (in education)” should
be actively carried out, which focuses on the education of disabled students.

Key Words : Special education, Disability studies, Disability studies in education, Literature review,
Reality of special education research
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R Non-classification
ecent 6. Neurodivergent approach (Diverse perspective)
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perspective 1. Biomedical model responsibility

(Medical perspective)

<Figure 1> Theory and Concept of Disability

<OE DollA AAStL Axo], A=

A Hl w2 HZo] AA AR A= &
Holm, w3 Zol= Hd 7hdel EHO]'OE] E}"o“ég] HHe 2 HIstuA e &
T Atk B AFodAE AENY T Fofjol gk #HolY I W&o FHHL
Z O9EAY FAsT Y= Aol 671K ndL ey Y=z HLste] BAs)

A sHA T

1. S4+0Ss U Fol@B)E A7 S

1) Exnsst ¥ Foj(m=)se] MUy o7 &

ELuSo thsle] sHEZ =97t oA o] FojA 1 YEAZS oteElr] 9]Ekd]
2080 =EE5e AEY 23, A BANRHT, SFuSsh FoHS)s %‘ 55
WEE ool A EFute R deS FAsAT. ook 22 Al 7HA &/l
0 TAAQ] Eded i e <& DI} 2o



Reality of Special Education Research through the Lens of Special Education Theory 105
and Disability Studies (in Education) Theory
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D15abﬂ1ty (11 studies) Lee, S. et al. (2013) | Education for understanding of disabilities
Studies
) Won, J. L. & Um, .
(in Teacher education program
. S. 1. (2010)
Education) S —" —
(1 Cho, W. (2012) Rethinking disahility policies
studies) Choi (2010) Pa.rental experiences associated with disabled
children
Kim (2016) E@ucation of children with autism spectrum
disorders
Disability Studies | Um, S. J. (2017) Rethinking teacher preparation
n Bducation '} (018) | Disrupting framing of exfinclusion in schol
© studies) m, S. J. isrupting framing of ex/inclusion in schools
Disability Studies, L . .
D;zzbﬂity Stlfl dieess Um, S. J. & Yoo, A. | Reimagining special education from college
i ,}(;ﬂ a0 R. (2015) students with disabilities
Kim, Y. J. & Do, M. | Independent living of disabled students in
Soecial A. 2014 future adulthood
B dpeci Special Education | Kim, N. J. (2015) Identity of special education
ucation
4 studi . i i
4 studies) (4 studies) Chung, Y. (2018) Isdennty (;f sp;clljrl schgc&lls ——
upport for children with emotional an
Hwang, S. (2013 . .
wang, 5. (2013 behavioral disorders
Academic and philosophical trends of special
Uiy Srks & | Diabity Sudes & | Kang, ). G. 0wy | 2 PRToSD P
Spedal Educatin | Special Education Characteristics of 1 e inclusi
(2 studies) (2 studies) Jung, H. (2017) ara; CTISHES OF Towon The HHEwsive
education
GE Dol AANR AA-YE, sl EFuso] dig i3 =9e FoldS F4Ho=E
JJFOA I YYom, EFuGIALS TREE AT 4xo) BIsigeh. 1Y Aol
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(L) Fdd 1689 =% T4 5 AAV 28d =850 tFE A3}
Atk FAHoZ AHEW, FFF7F AR 23 =80 5HUCGEET, 2013, 2014,
2016; &7, 273, 2010; A 5, 2015), IFAHo] AAe] ZLIH =Fo] 4
(A4, 2017, 2018; A<A, o, 2015 9=, I54, 20100024 F He
TR AA ZAol(@mE)s HEAY =72 50% ol ZEo dthes AR
Fo] AFAES TAHSE Z(@)Eel| g #AAFH AF7F o]FofAa 3
B EThal s

TAEY ATFFAE HAHEH, TR AT AFES UFE ATVt 4AHFH@FTT,
2013, 2014, 2016; &, 2713, 2010), E4n g = Sstue] AL BH”
AT7F 41 (A=A, 2018, A=A, °°HE¥ 2015; 7=, 2015; 484, 2018), ¥ T
AN BEg A7 3HEEE 5, 2015 29Y, 2012, B34, 2017), FofjolEe
A3 FE"E A7t 3WKim, 2016 ez, =9l 2014; 39, 2013), wH=Z=
¥ FEE AT 2WU(ASA, 2017; EFE, 954, 2010), Jdn S #HHAH
AT, 2015), WARRIA A #AR AH(S-FF, 2017), Aojolsliel HHAE AF
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AET, LA, 019004 ALT WdE B N Fxsle, FBAE, 347
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sex 488 S4F BANNE FEFQI] AT(EFRE] SR At 7
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<Table 2> Characteristics of the papers dealing with ‘Disability Studies (in Education)’
or Special Education’ by variables

Researchers year Types of the Journal Research methods Types of disability
An, S. et al. 2015 | Special education in general | Literature analysis -
Cho, W. 2012 Specific type of disability | Literature analysis -
Chai, B. 2010 | Special education in general | Literature analysis -
Chung, Y. 2018 Specific type of disability | Literature analysis -
Jung, H. 2017 | Special education in general | Literature analysis -
Kang, J. G. 2013 | Special education in general | Literature analysis -
Kang, J. G. 2014 | Special education in general | Literature analysis -
Kang, J. G. 2016 Specific type of disability | Literature analysis Visual impairments
Kag IG&KmKH | 2010 | Special education in general | Literature analysis -
Kim, K. H. 2016 | Special education in general | Literature analysis A““an spectrum
disorders
Kim, N. J. 2015 | Special education in general | Literature analysis -
KmY. J&DoMA | 2014 | Special education in general | Literature analysis Deyelopm.ental
disabilities
Lee, S. et al. 2013 Specific type of disability Survey -
Park, N. S. 2015 Others Literature analysis -
UnSJ &Yoo AR | 2015 | Special education in general | In-depth interview ar?(jerE}?;Ziczllsacitl')j:tﬁty
Um, S. 1. 2017 Others Narrative inquiry -
Um, S. 1. 2018 Others Anecdotal analysis -
) . Emotional and
Whang, S. 2013 Others Literature analysis behavioral disorders
Woo, C. W. 2017 Others Interview -
Won, J L, &Un ST | 2010 | Special education in general Interview .and -
observation

(1) el =3

o
=29

A= xd

olFd T, 2013; ¥+, 2013), 20149 2¥H(%
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p=4 Ry

ol

2015 43

)

, 2015;

By 2=

A, 20155 QFGA

O.

%, 2015;

T, Ax3F], 2010;
d, 2012), 2013 3HGZFT, 2013;
=

=T, 2014; I <=,
fref &, 2105), 2016

=]

°T o,

dFdE, A4,

Tl 2014,

| 28GFET, 2016, Kim, 2016), 201719 3A(F=+4, 2017, -5, 2017, AH3|4,
2017), 2018\ 2w (<78, 2018; A -84, 2018), 2019\ 0Ho] UFHAT o]} o]
2010 55 20197k 7 QF #H AX(20119, 20199)% 1o, 4o] e
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AER01I5DE JAR, FHRHT/EFRSTE FAARZ ARt A7e wid 2
H AL P& 7oA =< & F UM - AT, 2010-201437kA 5 &<
T =io] 99, 2015-201997kA W EE =io] 11UYE 13T W, S-S
St mole ol Be BAL £ BT ee naEny s
<Table 3> Year of publication in the articles reviewed in this study
Year of publication | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | A
Number 3 1 . 3 2 4 2 3 2 . 20
@) AxE=x 78
ﬁlzﬂfﬂ%z} 8ol dolNE ‘EFugARHEAT ) o] EFug WS T
T Ao Exd =%l 11HCEGHET, 2013, 2016, 247, 113, 2010, 2EE,
=4 OH, 2014; 7R, 2015 W3 5, 2015 AFA, o=, 2015 dFdE, A=A,
2010; A 34, 2017, Choi, 2010; Kim, 2016)2.2 7}% #otor, g ndn§A'9}
o =

2ol Jleh stEAe] wEE wRo| SRR 2015 Y5H, 2017, 2018 $E,
2017, F49, 013, ‘AN AT Y 2] EA A 4R L GRE FEA o BE
H =8| 4HCET, 2014; oA T, 2013; A4, 2018; =LY, 2012) AU}
olsh o], FelNE SFRE AAE GFE FEAA A =07} F2 o

TolA 3 YA, EFuE Foprt obd ek SEAe] WER =Ro 54 ol f
e BEE SeART o gol WEAT Yt Aotk ot 54 gAfIe o
& SEAASH nZo] REITE FFTQ AT FAG AREA, i
3 T EFag BollAE SEAH 1o} $EH FEW vT21 48H £
AAE 2 BhEolAA BHI e HelFthn AT ols WA, VI8 &
5ol WEH e FHAE U + URo] A2 Bo E5uF o|E3} VAW AF
Eo] EFag BoFE oA UE SEAS AR AL Jee HolFtiy

<Table 4> Types of journal in the articles reviewed in this study

; (¢ 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | Total
Types of jo
Special education in 3 . . 1 9 3 1 1 . . 1
general
Specific types of . . . .
disability ! ! ! ! !
Others . . . 1 . 1 . 2 1 . 5
Total 3 . 1 3 2 4 2 3 2 . 20




Reality of Special Education Research through the Lens of Special Education Theory 109
and Disability Studies (in Education) Theory

@ dPgY
ATFY A3 G ol e
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H =L x} B
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2 28T BEe AW}
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el AGSIAIE eIt S QAT 2018, A, frol G010, BE,

o WY, YB3 e WA AU Agdte] Fojsto] Eru %
bol o7 g8 4 A=A Wl A% QA BRI YU 53 o=
FEe MaA Aol ol FolAA AT Pel T ZWolA B 1A

<Table 5> Research methods in the articles reviewed in this study

Year 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | Total
Research metho
Literature analysis 2 . 1 2 2 3 2 1 1 . 14
Narrative inquiry . . . . . . . 1 . . 1
Anecdotal analysis . . . . . . . 1 . 1
Interview 1T . . . . 1 . 1 . . 3
Survey . . . 1 . . . . . . 1
Total 3 . 1 3 2 4 2 3 2 . 20

" Interview and observation

@) Zofjes

ZolFEE SR A E AEWY =8 dFE2 54 ZAFIdEts Fof
Arkel diste] thFa AT LHY dF =259 Avde 58 BARIe F
Aoz =oF st A AV ol AFE Viedle dAA oHEd -
H ATEA AdAEFEANe dd" A7Kim, 2016), AA YTt BEA AT
(B9, 2013), T2t AdE AFEHIE, =N, 201471 Ao, 44 £
AAZ oEE3 BHE ATEM AAFNet dEhE AT T, 20169 A4 9
HEw Aolek ddd AH(AA, Fele, 20157F A+

FolrEdE 549 45 dntg oz Zoj(mstollA vFa = Flrde &
A= v Aol7k AT 53 JAH R Aol s oY 78 of #3& FolA
AAA ool et =27t vud dus AMGETT, 954, FA" 9, 2019&
Adad, sldAs (@) F2 dide 7HE F ‘E A A 7o) a4
okl e AEZ7PEEFHE B4 FFsinta & 5 & Aotk o9k &2 At
A2 HAEWNY == 209 Zhed AAZN e} #ddd FEAR] AA-F 5T A
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ol MEE mEo] 2W(SEE, 2017; 2UY, 2012) AT, o ATSE A
golo] #HH A7k ope AuA Ao JHL BRI 9Le FIAE & 5
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Sol (@ Hopld BEIL A FH AAA] BA ARAEHY
FUYANAE AN B AEHE] Aol@HBel e Bk B BT =9
7} ol2old Wast Uk

f
%
N
B
>
I
©

<Table 6> Types of disabilities in the articles reviewed in this study

Types of disabilities
Disability Emotional Autism Sensory or
in general mv;fq';im and behavior | spectrum Zeyszg;nm?: physical
P disturbance | disorders disahilities
Number 15 1 1 1 1 1 20
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