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A Qualitative Study on the Investigation of Difficulties Related to
College Life Experience and Support Needs of Students with
Physical Disabilities or Brain Lesions

Ok, Min Wook™ - Pyo, Yunhui™" - Hong, Jeong Suk™"”

ABSTRACT

[Purpose] The purpose of this study was to investigate the perceptions of university students with
physical disabilities and brain lesions regarding college life difficulties and support needs, and to suggest
support plans and implications for their successful college lives. [Method] This study used a qualitative
research design and individual in-depth interviews were conducted with 11 university students with
physical disabilities and brain lesions. Each interview took about 1 hour, and the transcribed data after
the interview were analyzed using the continuous comparative analysis method. [Results] As a result of
the analysis, 2 categories, 6 themes and 37 sub-themes were derived. Depending on the research
purpose, difficulties and support needs were classified into categories, and the themes were classified
into physical barriers, attitudinal barriers, institutional barriers, support needs for physical barriers,
support needs for attitude barriers, and support needs for institutional barriers. According to the results
of the study, students with disabilities with physical or brain lesions have experienced a variety of
physical barriers (e.g. difficulties in moving around school, accessing campus buildings and using
facilities), attitudinal barriers (e.g. a lack of understanding and the inappropriate attitude of faculty and
students without disabilities), and institutional barriers (e.g. insufficient time using helper program for
students with disabilities), and stated systematic supports are required to overcome the barriers.
[Conclusion] Based on the results, we discussed support plans and implications for a successful college
life for students with physical disabilities or brain lesions.
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Parti ts Maj Grads Gend o o
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. Physical
A Social Work 4 Male . Severe
disabilities
. Physical
B Business 4 Male disabilities Severe
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Secondary Special Physical
¢ Education Female disabilities Severe
Secondary Special Physical
b Education Female disabilities Severe
Secondary Special Physical .
E . M . Mil
Education ale disabilities d
F Social Work Male Brain lesions Severe
G Speech Therapy Female Brain lesions Severe
H Elementary.Speaal Female Brain lesions Severe
Education
I Early Chﬂdhopd Special Male Brain lesions Severe
Education
J Secondary ‘Spec1al Female Brain lesions Mild
Education
K Secondary .Spec1al Female Brain lesions Mild
Education
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<Table 2> Semi-structured interview questions

Interview Questions

1. What are your dissatisfaction or difficulties regarding classes(e.g, professors’ attitudes,
grades, assignments, exams, group activities, etc.)? How do you deal with the difficulties
and what support do you need?

2. How is your relationship with people(e.g. schoolmates, professors, and seniors and juniors,
etc.)? What are your difficulties regarding relationship? How do you deal with the
difficulties and what support do you need?

3. What are your dissatisfaction or difficulties regarding the daily life(e.g. commuting to
school, moving around the school, eating, living in a dorm, etc.)? How do you deal with
the difficulties and what support do you need?

4. What else would you like to see improved in your school life?
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<Table 3> Perceptions of university students with physical disabilities or brain lesions
regarding the difficulties and support needs related to college life

Categories Themes Sub-Themes
 Challenges of moving around school
» Narrow and inconvenience structure of classrooms
« Inaccessible structure of the library and dorms
Physical  Facilities on campus that do not consider the convenience of
Barriers students with disabilities
« Inconvenience of using an electric wheelchair
« Difficulties of writing and typing
Difficulties + Challenges of moving outside of school
« Difficulties in building relationships due to disability
Attitudinal | Igappropﬁatg percgptioqs aqd attitudes of school members
Barriers . leflcu-IUes‘ n relat1opsh1p with the helper -
+ Organizations refusing the volunteer participation of students
with disabilities
. « Limitations of the helper system for students with disabilities
Institutional . .
Barriers + Dormitory system changing rooms every semester

Absence of attendance guidelines for students with disabilities

Support Needs

Support needs
for physical

Need for repairing and improving the facilities
Promotion of the pedestrian path safety

Improve the accessibility of campus facilities
Wheelchair-accessible classrooms

Support for wheelchair improvement and maintenace

barriers » Offer alternative assignments
« Provide a stenographer for students with oral communication
difficulties when presenting
» Need to improve instructors’ perceptions and attitude
Support « Expand the disability awareness education for school members
needs for  Offer programs to support relationship between students with
attitudinal disabilities and students without disabilities
barriers « Support programs for improving the relationship between
helpers and students with disabilities
« Expand and improve the help program for improving the
convenience of students with disabilities
 Develop and provide various support programs for students
Support . S
needs for with (Ihsab1.htles . o .
o « Provide information of organizations where students with
institutional s o
barriers disabilities can go for the volunteer activities

Consider for long-term entry into the dormitory for students
with disabilities
Provide attendance guidelines for students with disabilities
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