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Elementary School Teachers’ Perception and Experience of Current
Inclusive Education for Students with Hearing Impairment’

Park, Mi-Hye™ - Kwon, Soon-woo™™

ABSTRACT

[Purpose] The purpose of this study is to find out the current improvement tasks through elementary
school teachers’ perception and experience for the desirable inclusive education of students with the
hearing impairment. [Method] For this study, ten classroom elementary school teachers having
experienced teaching students with hearing impairment in general elementary schools were participated
in the study by using the method of individual in-depth interview. Based on the phenomenological
approach, it’ s to explore the meaning and nature of human experiences, the deep meanings contained
within various phenomena. [Results] The results of this study are summarized as follows. First, in the
elementary school teachers’ perception of hearing impaired students, that was categorized into a
four-step process that participants had positive perception and necessity of the full inclusive education
for the hearing impaired students, but they experienced the limitation of teaching skills, so they felt to
need the professional training. And also as the main teacher for hearing impaired students, they had tries
many things for them but they recognized the limitation of supports for them. Through this process, it
showed that participants hoped to be changed to be a better teacher for the hearing impaired students.
Second, the improvement tasks of full inclusive education for students with hearing impairments were
categorized into a four-step process. participants recognized that the most important thing for them
was to improve communication ability, and to make communication place for improving social skills of
the students with hearing impairment. [Conclusion] suggesting that there’ s a need for the change of
the teachers’ training system, supports of acceptance and standing alone for the hearing impaired
children, national supports for qualified and stable special education, expanded professional personnel
employment.

Key Words : Hearing Impairment, Inclusion, Individual in-depth interview
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<Table 1> Characteristics of Participants

- Hearing impaired students taught
Training
Special experiences
Participants Gender | Age (Cy%r:% Degree teacher related Grade/ | Degree of Characterii
certificate | hearing Gender | disability | “VAreCHTSUCS
impairment
Master 6 grade Wearing
A Male 48 17 degree Yes No Male Level 2 aicr?lgkllé?letlr
Master 3 grade Wearing
B Female 37 12 degree Yes No Male Level 2 Ciﬁ%lfr?
Master 2 grade Wearin;
C | Femie | 39 | 13 degree Yes No Nae. | Level3 | [ BEeEe
Bachelor’s 5 grade Wearin
D Femde | 37 1 degree No No /Fegmale Level 3 | hearing aid
Master 5 grade Wearin
E | Femde | 43 | 17 degree Yes Yes Moo, | Level2 | poeeey
Master 6 grade Wearing
F Male 42 16 degree No No Male Level 2 hearing aid
Bachelor’s 4 grade Wearing
G | Feme | 35 8 egree No No Moo | Level 3 | poneeig
Bachelor’s 4 grade Wearing
H Female 44 15 degree No No Male Level 2 Ci%?lfrir
Master 6 grade Wearin;
[ | Pemde | 43 | 12 degree No No el | Level 3 | gy
Master 5 grade Wearin
] Female | 46 18 dearee Yes No /I\g/[ale Level 3 | 1earing S
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<Table 2> In-depth Interview Questionnaire Area and Content of Participants

Interview Area

Detailed Question Content

Perception of elementary
school teachers taught
hearing impaired students

General thoughts about full inclusive education of hearing impaired students

Prior understanding and experience of hearing impaired students

What’s the most needed for hearing impaired students in the full inclusive education
environment

Improvement tasks of
teaching hearing impaired
students in full inclusive

education environment

Improvement tasks of communication, interpersonal relationship skills, emotional and
psychological supports for hearing impaired students of full inclusive education

Problems and improvement tasks of special education related  services,
teachers’ training and education for hearing impaired students of full inclusive education
Improvement tasks of the current teachers’ training system in teaching of hearing
impaired students of full inclusive education

- Improvement tasks for families of hearing impaired students

- Other opinions

e
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<Table 3> Perception of Elementary school teachers of Hearing impaired students

Sti T;?Eg Categories Subcategories
Necessity of full inclusive | Importance and necessity of full inclusive education, Limitation of
education and limitation of | practical teaching, Lack of reference materials, Heavy work burden,
teaching hearing impaired | Lack of specialists, Prejudice of the disability, Lack of educational
Smdzﬂts in the full inclusive | methods and evaluation standards, Lack of expertise
education environment
The need of professional Negq of related trammg, Willingnes; for prlofessional training,‘Later
Perception of iraining Frammg,Need of full inclusive educqtlon tral'nmg, Decreased confidence
elementary school in teaching, Lack of general related information or knowledge
tegche;rs of Motivation, Communication improvement efforts, Sociality improvement
hearing impaired efforts, Classroom ~environment  problems’ improvement, Disability
students Efiorlts las.a te?fhe{. of understanding education importance, Mutual consideration, companionship
Ul mesve education guidance, Encouragement, Comfort, Empathy, Parental counseling,
Reading and group activities, Mind understanding
Linitation of support for Lack Qf competent tggchers, Negd of support fqr special education
education of hearing specialists, Stable provision of‘ special education services in schoo]s, Poor
impaired students classroom  environment, Indifference, Lack of national —guidelines,
Demands of more efforts of all related persons
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<Table 4> Improvement tasks of teaching hearing impaired students in full inclusive education environment

Semantic . )
Categories Subcategories
structure

Linguistic support for pronunciation improvement, Support for special
education experts needed, The correction of teaching method, Improvement
of communication environment in the classroom, Making the special
education support room, Support of related guidelines or materials, Support of
appropriate communication diagnostic tools

Efforts of improving
communication

Establishment of required special education subjects related to the field,
Placement and guidance of special education experts, Special education

mprovement tasks | Change of the teacher majors, Special education service subjects, Practice subjects, National teacher

T employment test problems, Teacher internship system to demonstrate the

of teaching training system I t test probl Teacher internshi fem fo d irate th

hearing impaired competence, Unification of general education and special education courses

. StUd?ntS ‘ Acceptance of hearing Disability hiding, Sensitivity, Anxiety, Overprotection, Family support, Support

in full inclusive impaired chidren and of counseling experts, Disability acceptance, National support, Expansion of
education t of standi parental training, Stigma, Improvement of prejudice environment, Making
environment Support of standing meetings, Various information, Knowledge Sharing, Trust, Encouragement,

alone Belief, Support

National supports of Independence, Support of communication skills improvement, Teacher
the quality and stable | expertise improvement, Special education specialist placement, Stable
special education and | employment and treatment improvement, Incentives offer to teachers,
the employment of Reduction of work, Early special education, Reduction prejudice of the
professional specialists disability, Quality education training
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