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A Study on Name Signs for Hearing People

Koh, Inkyung* - Shin, Suna”" - Yoon, Byungcheon*H

ABSTRACT

[Purpose] This study aimed to analyze the creation background and morphophonological characteristics
of name signs for Deaf people and hearing people. [Methodl 120 hearing people aged 20-69 years were
video interviewed. Interview data was subsequently analyzed. [Results] Phonological analysis revealed
that both men and women expressed name signs with one hand rather than both hands. The analysis
identified 19 types of one-handed name signs for men and 18 types of one-handed name signs for
women. Men and women were found to use different hand shapes. In two-handed name signs for men,
6 types of right-hand shapes and 3 types of left-hand shapes were found, while 3 types were found in
which both hands had the same shape; 5types of right-hand shapes and 3 types of left-hand shapes
were found for women. A total of 17 location was found, with 10 locations only applying to men, and 3
locations only applying to woman. While name signs were mainly expressed in facial detail, it was not
expressed on the face when moving both hands. In terms of movement types were found on the
fingers, 3 on the wrist, and 9 on the arms, with arm movement being observed most often in both
men and women. Morphological analysis revealed gender markers in both men and women, although
these appeared more clearly in women. The analysis identified 8 types of name signs meaning (last
name, First name, Full name, appearance, characteristic, job, etc., complex), and 'appearance’ was the
most frequent. As for the meaning of the name signs, 'positive’ was the most common for both men
and women. The creation background analysis revealed that name signs were created for both men and
women in their twenties, and most name signs were created within a day. Name signs were created at
work, place of worship, and KSL academies, and their frequency varied according to age. [Conclusion]
Similarities and differences between the results of this study and those of previous studies were
discussed, and future research directions were suggested.
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<Table 1> Number of persons by personal information N(%)

Personal information Male Female

Community involvement 8(13.34) 7(11.67)

Deaf community Freelance 7(11.67) 9(15.00)

participation Full-time position 45(75.00) 44(73.34)

Total 60(100) 60(100)

20s 16(26.67) 16(26.67)

30s 20(33.39) 20(33.34)

40s 12(20.00) 12(20.00)

Age group 505 11018.34) 11018.34)

60s 1(1.67) 1(1.67)

Total 60(100) 60(100)

Busan 3(5.00) 1(1.67)

Chungcheongbuk-do 000.00) 1(1.67)

Chungcheongnam-do 9(15.00) 28(46.67)

Daegu 1(1.67) 000.00)

Daejeon 0(0.00) 1(1.67)

Gangwon-do 2(3.33) 4(6.66)

Regions Gyeonggi-do 20(33.33) 9(15.00)

Gyeongsangbuk-do 11(18.39) 1(1.67)

Gyeongsangnam-do 0(0.00) 11.67)

Incheon 23.33) 1(1.67)

Jeju 58.33) 4(6.66)

Jeollanam-do 1(1.67) 58.33)

Seoul 6(10.00) 4(6.66)

Total 60(100) 60(100)
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<Table 2> Frequency of use of one or both hands N(%)
Age group
Type Gender Total
20s 30s 40s 50s 60s
male 15(25.000  18(30.00)  10(16.67)  10(16.67) 0(0.00) 53(88.34)
One hand
Female 16(26.67)  193L67)  9(15.000  10(16.67) 1(1.67) 55(91.66)
male 1(1.67) 23.33) 2(3.33) 1(1.67) 1(1.67) 7(11.66)
Two hands
Female 0(0.00) 1(1.67) 3(5.00) 1(1.67) 0(0.00) 5(8.34)
male 16(26.67)  20(33.34)  12(20.000  11(18.34) 1(1.67) 60(100)
Total
Female 16(26.67)  2033.34)  12(20.000  11(18.34) 1(1.67) 60(100)
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<Table 3> Types of hand shape in name sign

Typel Type2 Male Female
§L zﬁl 3
One hand Right
Right
Two hands Each
Left
Common

Same shape
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<Table 4> Types of location in name sign

Typel Type2 Male Female
-Full face -Center of forehead -Eyebrow(R) -Nose
-Temple(R) -Eye(R) -Nose bridge
-EyelidR)
-Around eye(R)
Common
-Mouth -Center of Chin -Cheekbone(R) -Center of chest
-right of the tail -Cheek®R) -Left of chest
of the mouth
-both sides of the
tail of the mouth
One \
hand -Above the head  -Right of forehead —-Right of the neck -Earlobe(R)
-Right side of the
head
-Right side of the -Both sides of -Cheek(L)
Each  nose the tal of the
mouth
-Upper lip
-Teeth
-Both sides of -Above the
the chin shoulder(R)
-Shoulder front(L)
Common * Y%
Two -Center of chest  -Arm(L)
hands
Each

-

-Back of hand
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<Table 5> Type of movement in name sign

Typel Type2 Movement type
Single Stick, flick, cross, bend, open, bend and open
Finger
Complex Straight line with the right arm, curve with the right arm
Single drilling, curve to the left, curve to the right
Wrist
Complex Straight line with the right arm
) Put, tap, touch each side once, straight line, curve, wave, spiral,
Arm Single . .
counter-clockwise, shake left and right
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Male
Nail tip, side of nail, side of finger, fingerprint

Side of hand

finger joint
Nail tip, side of nail, side of finger, Fingerprint, palm

Top of the nail, back of hand,

Common
Each
Common
Each

Type2

Typel
One hand
Two hands

<Table 6> Type of contact area on the hand
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<Table 7> Presence or absence of gender symbol N(%)
Age group
Type Gender Total
208 30s 40s 508 60s
male 58.33) 4(6.67) 23.33) 3(5.00) 0(0.00) 14(23.33)
Exist
Female 13(21.67) 19(31.67) 11(18.33) 58.33) 1(1.67) 49(81.67)
male 6(10.00) 4(6.67) 4(6.67) 0(0.00) 00.00) 14(23.33)
Accept
Female 23.33) 1(1.67) 1(1.67) 3(5.00) 0(0.00) 7(11.67)
male 5(8.33) 12(20.00) 6(10.00) 8(13.33) 1(1.67) 32(53.34)
None
Female 1(1.67) 000.00) 0(0.00) 3(5.00) 0(0.00) 4(6.67)
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<Table 8> Types of meaning of the name sign N(%)
Age group
Type Gender 20s 30s 405 50s 60s Total
male 9(15.00) 11(18.34) 4(3.34) 2(3.34) 0(0.00) 26(43.34)
Appearance
Female 8(13.34) 9(15.00) 4(3.34) 4(3.34) 1(1.67) 26(43.34)
male 1(1.67) 0(0.00) 2(3.34) 1(1.67) 0(0.00) 4(6.67)
Characteristic
Female 23.34) 5(8.34) 1(1.67) 1(1.67) 0(0.00) 9(15.00)
male 23.34) 2(3.34) 1(1.67) 1(1.67) 0(0.00) 6(10.00)
First name
Female 23.30 00.00) 00.00) 1(1.67) 0(0.00) 3(5.00)
male 1(1.67) 00.00) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 0(0.00)
Full name
Female 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 0(0.00)
b male 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 2(3.34) 1(1.67) 0(0.00) 3(5.00)
0]
Female 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 00.00) 23.34) 0(0.00) 23.34)
male 0(0.00) 1(1.67) 23.34 0(0.00) 1(1.67) 4(6.67)
Last name
Female 1(1.67) 0(0.00) 23.34) 000.00) 0(0.00) 3(5.00)
5 male 0(0.00) 00.00) 0(0.00) 1(1.67) 0(0.00) 1(1.67)
tC.
Female 0(0.00) 2(3.34) 23.34) 1(1.67) 0(0.00) 5(8.34)
male 3(5.00) 6(10.00) 1(1.67) 58.34) 0(0.00) 15(25.00)
Complex
Female 4(3.34) 3(5.00) 3(5.00) 23.34) 0(0.00) 12(20.00)
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<Table 9> Feelings of the meaning of the name sign N(%)
Age group
Type Sl 20s 30s 405 50s 60s Total
male 4(6.67) 3(5.00) 4(6.67) 4(6.67) 000.00) 15(25.00)
Moderate

Female 6(10.00) 8(13.34) 5(8.34) 4(6.67) 0(0.00) 23(38.34)

male 3(5.00) 5(8.34) 1(1.67) 2(3.34) 000.00) 11(18.34)
Negative
Female 1(1.67) 6(10.00) 1(1.67) 2(3.34) 1(1.67) 11(18.34)
male 9(15.00) 12(20.00) 7(11.67) 5(8.34) 1(1.67) 34(56.67)
Positive
Female 9(15.00) 6(10.00) 6(10.00) 58.34) 000.00) 26(43.34)
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<Table 10> When a name sign was created N(%)

When Gender Total
male 1(1.67)

10s 1(1.67)
Female 0(0.00)
male 17(28.33)

Attending university 36(60.00)
Female 19(31.67)
o mal 23(38.33)

i e b

After grgduat'llig from A6(76.68)
university Female 23(38.33)
male 15(25.00)

30s 23(38.33)
Female 8(13.33)
male 3(5.00)

40s 7(11.67)
Female 4(6.67)
male 1(1.67)

50s 7(11.67)
Female 6(10.00)
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<Table 11> How long it took to create a name sign N(%)
Necessary period
Gender Total
Within a day Within a week Unknown
male 50(83.33) 4(6.67) 6(10.00) 60(100)
Female 60(100) 0(0.00) 00.00) 60(100)
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