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Analysis of the Present Condition and Educational Status
of the Deaf-blind Students in Japan

Park, Kyungran**

ABSTRACT

[Purpose] This study aimed to find implications for setting the direction of educational support for
deaf-blind students in Korea by analyzing the present condition and educational status of deaf-blind
students in Japan. [Methodl To this end, policy data on the deaf-blind from the Japanese Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology were analyzed. Laws related to special support
education and learning guidelines for special support schools were also analyzed. [Results] First, in
Japan, no legal definition of ‘deaf-blind’ has been established, and the term ‘deaf-blind
(Mourou)” was being used. Among the 14,000 deaf-blind people in Japan, 555 are estimated to be
school-aged. The percentages of ‘low vision and hard of hearing impaired” or ‘blind and hard of
hearing impaired’ students were higher than the percentage of ‘deaf-blind’ students, and a high
percentage of students had other disahilities apart from deaf-blindness. Second, Japan finds disabilities
through ‘infant and child health screening” and ‘school enrollment health screening’. Moreover,
Japan emphasizes a connected support system through cooperation in related fields, such as health,
welfare, and education. When a disability is found through screening, an ‘individual support plan’ is
established to counsel and support the disabled person. If the person is of school age, this plan is
converted to an ‘individual education support plan’ and support services are provided by special
support schools. Third, in Japan, the curriculum for deaf-blind students requires additional
‘self-reliance activities” along with an education equivalent to the general curriculum. In particular,
considerations for the selection and wuse of communicative means are specified in the
‘communication’ part of the ‘self-reliance activities’. To foster the expertise of the teachers of
deaf-blind students, the Japanese ‘National Institute of Special Needs Education’ offers and annual
workshop, and the ‘National Research Society for Deaf-blind Education’ has been established to
share cases of deaf-blind education practices. [Conclusion] Based on the research results, implications
were found regarding the diagnosis and evaluation of deaf-blind students, educational placement, the
organization and implementation of the curriculum, and the development of teacher expertise.
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<Table 1> The degree of visual impairment and hearing impairment stipulated in the
['School Education Law ]

Type of
disabilities

Definition

Among those whose eyesight is less than 0.3 or with severe visual function

The impairment other than vision, a person who is unable to understand or have
visually-impaired | extreme difficulty recognizing ordinary characters, figures, etc. even if a
magnifying glass is used

Among those with a hearing level of approximately 60dB or higher in both ears, a
person who is unable to understand or have extreme difficulty understanding
ordinary speech sounds even if a hearing aid, etc. is used

The
hearing-impaired
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<Table 2> Number of deaf-blind students by school level

) Elementary Middle ) Majoring Educational
Kz School School g1 gdhe course consultation Vot
7 141 78 48 10 31 315

o8 Aol et Aol ¥ T FE HAHEUE 3D, AGAdE FATE 7L
& Ba(185%), o2 AWETHE), 181 AlY ZFAo] EVksd 49Ut 3d4-oly
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<Table 3> Number of deaf-blind students by status and cause of disabilities
Visual impairment Hearing impairment
Status of disability Cause of disability Status of disability Cause of disability
Blind 87 Prematurity 39 Deaf 28 Prematurity 27
Hard of
Low vision | 185 CHARGE 37 | hearing | 27 CHARGE 37
syndrome e syndrome
impaired
unmeasurable | 34 Central disorder 7 | unmeasurable | 41 Central disorder 4
no response 9 Down syndrome 5 no response 9 Down syndrome 5
Usher syndrome 4 Usher syndrome 3
MV 4 CMV 5
Congenital 3 Congenital 3
rubella syndrome rubella syndrome
Accident 3 Accident 3
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Meningitis 2 Meningitis -
Other disease 93 Other disease 45
No determination No determination
. 8 . 151
of etiology of etiology
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<Table 4> Number of deaf-blind students by type
. Low
Blind-Hard -
Blind-Deaf | of hearing _ Low el R No Total
. vision-Deaf of hearing response
impaired L
impaired
11 61 17 157 61 8 315
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<Table 5> Number of deaf-blind students by accompanying disability type

A 2 7 ol

7} 32”3‘ %2?_ LRyt

mielloctuak | 1 eopya) | ellectual | g Inéil;zicct:ﬁh mieletual | o | Total
Physical Physical+Health Others Others
117 56 10 32 8 n | o
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Individual Support Plan
~ Supporting children with disabilities
throughout their lives~

Welfare, medical,
related institutions etc.

= ldentifying individual educational needs

= Effectively providing appropriate
educational support in connection with
related personnel and institutions

' Welfare, medical, labor,
related institutions etc.

[ Special support ]
school

School ) >
l High school

Middle School
Special support school ] = ‘Plan-act-check’ of

individual education
_/\ support plans

Individual Education Support Plan

Welfare, medical,
related institutions etc.

Nursery

Source: National Institute of Special Needs Education(2006).
<Figure 1> ‘Individual Support Plan’ and ‘Individual Education Support Plan®
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<Table 6> Placement of students for special support education

Target of special support education

Special support | visual impairment, hearing impairment, intellectual disability, physical disability,

school health disorder
Special support | intellectual disability, physical disability, health disorder, low vision, hard of
class hearing impaired, language disorder, autism, emotional disorder

Teaching through | language disorder, autism, emotional disorder, low vision, hard of hearing
class commuting impaired, learning disabilities, ADHD, physical disability, health disorder
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<Table 7> Number of deaf-blind students by special support schools

Schools for | Schools for | Schools for | Schools for .SChOOIS o Schools for
; . . . intellectual & . Other
the visual | the hearing | intellectual physical hysical all kind of schools
impaired impaired disabilities | disabilities PhYsICe disabilities
disabilities
54 33 39 54 56 28 42
(28 schools) | (20 schools) | (27 schools) | (26 schools) | (26 schools) (10 schoals) | (24 schools)
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<Table 8> Areas of self-reliance activities presented in the educational guidelines
for special support schools

Area Contents of guidance
— Forming rhythm of life and lifestyle, Understanding disease conditions
Health and managing life, understanding the condition of the body parts and
maintenance protection, Understanding characteristics of disability and creating

better living conditions, maintaining and improving health conditions
— Stabilizing emotions, understanding situations and responding to

Psychological . . e .

Y . .g changes, willingness to improve and overcome difficulties in learning

stability L. C

and living caused by disability

Forming — Basis of interpersonal relationship, understanding other people's
interpersonal intentions and emotions, Self—understanding and controlling behaviors,
relationships basis of participating in groups

. — Using the remaining (retaining) senses, understanding and responding

Understanding

. to senses and cognitive characteristics, using sensory aids or
the environment . . . . . . .
alternative means, identifying the surrounding situation and acting
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according to the situation by utilizing the senses comprehensively,
forming concepts that work as a clue to cognition or behavior
— Basic functions of posture, exercise, and movement, maintaining and

Physical .. . ) . .
exercising posture, using movement aids, physical movement ability
movement . .
necessary for daily life
— Basic communication skills, accepting and expressing language, forming
Communication and utilizing language, selecting and utilizing communicative means,

communication appropriate for the situation
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<Table 9> Examples of individual guidance plans for the deaf-blind’s self-reliance activities

School course / Grade Middle school / 3" grade

Disability type - degree and status Deaf-blind person who is mentally challenged

Instructing the students to interact with teachers using

Case overview
gestures

@ Collecting information on disability status, degree of development and experience, interests/concerns,
strengths appearing in learning and life, efc.

* A congenital deaf-blind student who is mentally challenged

- The cause of visual impairment is unknown and immeasurable. According to behavioral observation,
the student feels dazzled when going out on a sunny day, the student has a sense of light. However,
the student does not try to have a closer look at a specific object.

~ omitted below ~

@-1. The stage of organizing the collected information(®) according to the area of self-reliance
activities

g Forming . .
Health Psycho'lc')glcal T Undgrstandmg Physical T
maintenance stability : - environment movement
relationships
* good health * gets angry * Accepts * rarely * Enjoys " uses
and stable and shows demands of accepts visual | physical games | gestures and
condition rejection when | the teacher or auditory in a limited physical cues,
something whom the information space basic
happens student communication
suddenly or always is possible
things don’t go | encounter
as the student
expected
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@-2. The stage of organizing the collected information() according to difficulties in learning and
living or from the perspective of learning situation so far

* the range of acceptable information is limited in that only directly tangible information can be
accepted and the amount of information is also considerably limited(Understanding environment)

@-3. The stage of organizing the collected information(®) from the perspective of OOyears from now

* The guardian wants the student to live by predicting the overall situation(Psychological stability)

@ The stage of extracting tasks from the information obtained by organizing @-1, @-2, @-3 based on @

* Understands the surrounding situation and the flow of school life, and predicting
routine(Understanding environment, Psychological stability)
~ The rest is omitted ~
Source: Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology(2018). Special Support School Educational
Instructions - Study Guide Instructions Explanation, Independent activities(Kindergarten, elementary school, middle

school).
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<Table 10> A teacher training program for those in charge of educating deaf-blind students

Stages Contents of training

- Basic principles when interacting with the visually and hearing-impaired

- Developmental changes in communication methods(receiving, sending)

- Overview of eye structure and visual mechanism

- Overview of ear structure and visual mechanism

- The practice of instructing the student with both “visual and
hearing-impairment’

Pre-learning Studying
(2~3 weeks textbooks
in advance) | independently
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- Individual and group activities for 15 minutes, respectively.
Videotaping for 30 minutes.
Organizing | - Reorganizing information on the student in charge’ s vision and
information hearing with the consent and cooperation of the guardian.
- Organizing the student in charge’ s communicative method based on
the table of developmental changes(receiving, sending).
Oreanizin - The teacher organizes the student in charge’ s general
assi 8 entsg characteristics and difficulties in the daily lives in 1-2 pages and
gnm sends it to the instructor by email in advance
Day 1 Day 2
- Giving an orientation and checking - Watching and discussing the video of
pre-learning {Case 2>
School - Introducing the deaf-blind students and - Discussing future support directions for
visit training schopls in charge . Case 2 based on pre-learned
(for 2 - Sharing mock experience and materials
days) characteristics of the deaf-blind - The instructor’ s lecture and
- Watching and discussing the video of discussion based on specific tasks of
{Case 1> the student & teacher’s questions
- Discussing future support directions for - Explanation of post-learning and
Case 1 based on pre-learned materials guidance on further instruction
- Report on the trainee” s education practice(1~2 months later)
Post-learning - Supporting trainee and delivery-supply in school via further
instruction: educational practice after the first semester
etc - Connection between schools and prefecture, training others teachers
) by trainees
GEAAN WA WA= [FHYFuS Agwe] tgda4d 9 wad Fg 7]Fo] #3
WEL o 43l ol itk Wetye) A FBANAN DGt A FEea) 2
BFHol SEAYS F FEANSGFA WAHE Bt tFRECE ol SEe 1
A S 7 3H BAEE xﬂ FA TNk, 2021. 07.15) (8L Peols 9 8
A A Z=AH Ao mEAENRR S RAFE RGO, 2018), dS@FAE BE
4 ¢ ggets LA DY A, 5 mAL o8 W AgEe AFE @At
WA e AEsE Ferh AMACIUTKE 11>, of 2Ae] m2d Wishl FgmA
Se URE Prase B A5 Baye AHT Y, AFPHo AT o
woll FAE BEdts FHE P ATsiaon, Ax B9 2 EERA FEAAY A
& Peds AJEn IUse AFNeoRE Oy AR Jegests W o
4o FYAS B AESE Y AAY A58 1Y WD, FLOE 2
AT-RE7)7) 5O A%, dAaE FHd @ A5, e 34 ddsn gl o
w g A A ARV A §9 &' YEEH
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<Table 11> Teachers in charge of the deaf-blind students

One teacher is Only a few Both the designated .teacher
) . and other teachers instruct
a designated designated teachers students Others No response
teacher in charge are in charge (according to the subjects )
41 58 191 16 9
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