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The Syntactic Abiity of Third and Fourth Graders with and without Vocabuary Defay from
Muticuitural Farrilies: in Retelling of Comparison and Causation Expository Discourses
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ABSTRACT

[Purpose] This study aimed to examine the syntactic ability of third and fourth graders with and without
vocabulary delay from multicultural families in retelling of comparison and causation expository discourses.
[Method] The participants were 15 children with vocabulary delay and 15 children without vocabulary delay, all of
whom were from multicultural families, and 15 children without vocabulary delay from non-multicultural families.
All the children were asked to retell two expository discourses after listening to them with pictures. The total
number of T-units as syntactic productivity, the number of morphemes per T-unit, and the number of
subordinate clauses as syntactic complexity were analyzed. [Results] The results showed that there were no
differences between the three groups in the total number of T-units. However, children with vocabulary delay
from multicultural families had significantly fewer morphemes per T-unit and subordinate clauses as syntactic
complexity than the two groups of children without vocabulary delay. What is more, children were likelier to
retell longer and more complex sentences about causation expository discourses when compared to the retelling
of comparison expository discourses. [Conclusion] The results demonstrate that children with vocabulary delay
from multicultural families are likely to make shorter and less complex sentences in expository discourses than
children without vocabulary delay. The types of expository discourses should be considered in language
assessment and intervention.
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(o]3t dntols), 1gal HITHES7HA ] dntoltzo®, 7} e T 1584 F 459 ©]
2 ATl FAsdn. 25 3-4%d AVl ndA oA A EEte] H|Fo] FokAl=
A719E 1E3A (SR SH YA BAE, 2016) 25 3-48d S UdAE AA AT

G371t obse AAZIES D ofHAZE d=clo]a, ofmuyrE =2l tE s}
7F8 9] ofsoln, 2) BT FrmolA ESAH o, 3) mojtt GAAE AHESHE
olgoF 4) F-HA A 2|5 FA-2(Korean Comprehensive Test of Nonverbal
Intelligence-2; K-CTONI-2, B}&] <, 2014)o A 80% o)l £381H, 4) FSSAZR
B 2zt Q1A 9 g& AASE A7 gl Rad obso g AAsAT o
U 2Al=7te HEY 73%, 2213 13%, 5 10%, R o7 3% AT

37 olsS oFRIEA Aotz dRkotzoE Urr] 3 & E EH
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HITHEs 7 o] dutolsel AAVIES D FEYol EF d=clelw, 2)
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B3 vAdof A 5= ZFol7F T REVTY & 9 Bd o3 HpoAe =
ol7} A= ZAL=Z yERhd Bonferroni AMF2A4 S AARE A, RSV of 9l
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<Table 1> Participants’ information

Children with Children without Typically
vocabulary delay vocabulary delay | developing Children
from MCF from MCF from Non-MCF | ©
(N=15) (N=15) (N=15)
Age 109.87(7.34) 109.60(9.10) 109.33(7.74) .98
K-CTONI-2? 97.80(14.02) 103.47(15.05) 106.07(13.20) 27
REVT-Receptive score? 81.47(8.46) 104.33(14.6) 108.00(16.04) .00
REVT-Expressive score” 78.07(7.10) 98.87(11.47) 101.53(16.10) .00

2=standard score, °=raw score; MCF: multicultural families; K-CTONI-2: Korean Comprehensive Test of Nonverbal Intelligence-2;
REVT: Receptive and Expressive Vocabulary Test
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of 2 & T-unite] £

Al AHFES7HE o] e G R Aot drtols, T8al HTE3rg e btk
olE) 1 7 AWl veEtd F T-unit 9 7]% A <3E 20 AASAT. H]

iz FPoA St g A dolsS 12.00, T3 e] YRbolse
13.07, ¥IThE37Hg o] YRbols2 14.27% I%E}”Oﬂi AJNAH FPAAE TS
7Y el oAIdrEd A dols2 10.80, T e dnbols-2 12.87, HITHES7FA 9
Yukolz2 135302 YERT vHlutzrg AJQAFd A F T-unitd 71 B
o, eI o ofIuEAAotsol 7 AL T-units 4H=E3stRoH, BTHEs
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HH7] 95te] o]laQl SFEAIEA S HAAS Ay, A(F=2.409, p=.102)3 AW
5} §&F(FELTTT, p=.190) ol BAIAH o= Fo3 Zolrt Qiglon, 4328 ad=
QA THF=.293, p=.747).

<Table 2> The total number of T-unit in three groups

Children with Children without ety el
vocabularl\ylflctiflay from vocabularbic(;elay from Children from Non-MCF
compare-contrast 12.00(4.04) 13.07(3.77) 14.27(2.96)
cause-effect 10.80(3.59) 12.87(3.56) 13.53(3.74)
2. & ZF MHES FYo| OE T-unit & FEA

A Awest FFo vebd T-unit & Fela FY 7IsSA= <GE Dol AA
% H
_‘(_2_

Sl waol {30 SESYe oA WA T 891 G del o
WlolE e 985, HTHEEIe] AutolEe 10822 Uehgth A0AN fEdAE
=]

3171 ©f 0%4 ] A oksol 10.22, qfﬂﬂ“A dukolEo 11.61, HITHE3I7}

7 ©] ‘?J_HPOP 24282 YEIRTH ol F T-unit 9 AR A3, A

“%Eﬂi% AHgEtA o, THESHE o] o FrE A dolsol T-unit & 7}
= © Ao E UeEth
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(F=19.582, X.00D) tell FaEA7F dv= AR Yepgth A Jax 993}t
g 7roll A5 g adE JehbR gkth(=141, p-.869).

Bonferroni AA+A4S Tl AT 3+ zolE A¥E A, eI/t o3Eg
A Aokso] HThESIg Y] dutols Rt Fo3HA W& T-unit B Helsk FE 4F
Z3le AoE UERTKOD. A¥Es §3 e vludzEt dJd4% 3
N4 T-unit & Feh& 71 o =4 Jebsoh

<Table 3> The number of morpheme per T-unit in three groups

Children with Children without e
vocabulary delay from | vocabulary delay from . ~
MCF MCE Children from Non-MCF
compare-contrast 8.91(2.18) 9.85(0.77) 10.82(1.68)
cause-effect 10.22(2.32) 11.61(2.25) 12.42(1.79)

M

3. |t 7} Mochs)

T 2 oo '?I’?:ﬂo'" III'E T'Unit E‘:I' %“J—'l\‘é _/F

A Aes 5 Audst 30 Uehd T-unit & 59 5o AEEAE GE O
of AAFAL. HMmE fPNA HESIIRS BB AbE e 24, THES}

Aol Yntolz .33, HITH 231714 o] Yulolse 318 yehyth =3 QoA &
3 ol A 5}55}7}7‘*94 oA oy 39, gE3sIH e dutolme 68, HITHE
sl7hg o] dutolse 672 e

A 3 *ér”é‘“*l@} Fgo @2 T-unit & TEH FolA BAHLE Zol7F U=
A& AHEZ] fl5to o] H}—,:/\Pl%@,% AANE A3, FAS(FF4.731, K053 A
23 F3(F=30.429, K.001) Ztell S 72 Yehytow, AeA8 8=
QI ATHFE1.772, p=.182).

Bonferroni AFFHA S AASI Al ek 2ol Zol7t JAEAE AHE A, OF
sh7tA o] o Ftd x| Aotso] thEsirtA el Wnltolsd HITHEsIrIA o] dRkols H
o T-unit B &4 71 AHSE FolatA FAHK05). =3 F AHE3) F
AdAAFo A ol FEL T-unit B FEH5A 5 ¢ A&F3e= Aoz Yelyth
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<Table 4> The number of subordinate clauses per T-unit in three groups

VoCa](alllﬂu'ldrel(l1 with Children without Tyledly dsvalssins
ar;/r{c 1:‘elay from vocabularbict;elay from Children from Non-MCF
compare-contrast .24(.26) .33(.15) 31019
cause-effect .39(.32) .68(.25) 67(.33)
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