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The Analysis of Special Education Research Trend of Foreign Journals
related to Disability (Education) Studies

Kang, Jong-Gu**

ABSTRACT

[Purpose] This study aimed to review the research trend of special education in terms of disability
(education) studies by reviewing the articles published in foreign journals, and attempted to apply it into
the domestic special education. [Method] For the purpose of this study, the researcher reviewed 94
articles published in five foreign academic journals related to disability (education) studies since 2010,
and analyzed these articles by themes and variables. [Result] The results of this study were as follows:
First, the analysis result by themes showed that the studies dealt with environment including the
improvement of unequal environment were most frequently discussed, and that various support methods
were also quite dealt with. Second, the analysis result by variables showed that studies on secondary
students were most conducted and that students with mild disabilities including learning disahilities were
also frequently discussed. Regarding research subjects, the subjects such as people with disabilities
themselves or their parents were relatively often dealt with. Regarding research methods, quantitative
research methods were frequently used, but qualitative research methods were also relatively often
used. [Conclusion] This research emphasizes that educational environments for students with disabilities
need to receive more attention. This research also emphasizes that it is necessary to understand the
voices of diverse stakeholders for reflecting the voices of people with disabilities through different
research methods.
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<Table 1> Classification by themes

Themes No. of articles Number

Placement/ration of special education students Egg-gﬁm’ (48], [84), 187 7

Inequality of student punishment [4], [55] 2

~ Inequality Inequality in education (611, [68], [86] 3

Educational Discriminatory regulation [70] 1

enviranment multi-culture/social justice [14] 1

@7 Graduation ratio & post-graduation process [76] 1

Education/school reform [20], [28], [47], [67], [80] 5

Educational Educational experience [9], (361, [40], [56], [60] 5

environment School financial support [17] 1

Educational environment [32] 1

Physical Health support [7] 1

support Remedial support [42] 1

Emotional ~ Special education student’ s Emotion [41], [57] 2

support Mental health support [10], [54] 2

Support Behavioral - oral intervention & support  [31], [33-34], [77), [82] 5
16) support ' ’ ’

Instructional Instructional support [18], [78] 2

support Reading achievement criteria [12] 1

Overall Overall support [15] 1

support Educational support [29] 1

(11, 31, [111, [21-22], [24],
Indusive education (14) Inclusive education [39], [45], [49], [66], [73], 14
[79], [89-90]

IDEA [13], [25-27], [53], [83], [92] 7

Service support law [43] 1

Law (11 Special education related law [51] 1

Hearing [62] 1

Law suit [63] 1

Parent” s/guardian” s participation g?} (371, [44], [64], [75], 6

Guardian” s role [69], [72] 2

Role (1D Teacher’ s role [85] 1

Special education’ s role [35] 1

Assistant” s role [58] 1

Transition (7) Vocation & transition [5], [19], [38], [52], [71], [88] 6

Educational environment & transition preparation [59] 1

. o Identity of disability [6], [8], [50] 3

Percephort;f disabilty Self-advocacy on disability [74] 1

Professional” s perception [16] 1

Diagnosis (3 Diagnosis/definition of learning disabilities [30], [65] 2

Diagnosis of emotional disabilities ~ [81] 1

©
~

Number
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<Table 2> Classification by class

Class No. of articles Number
Preschooler [21-22], [27] 3
Elementary school [17], [24], [29], [39], [50], [73], [89] 7
Middle school ~ [9], [18] 2
Secondary schodl High school (5], [6], [15], [19], [28], [32], [38], [52], [85] 9
Secondary school  [4], [11-12], [44], [59], [71] 6
Elementary - secondary school ~ [40], [55], [83] 3
[1-3], [7-8], [10], [13-14], [16], [20], [23], [25-26],
Non-dlassification [30-311, [33-37], [41-43], [45-49], [51], [53-54], 64
[56-58], [60-701, [72], [74-82], [84], [86-88],
[90-94]
Number 94
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<Table 3> Classification by the type of disability

Type of disability No. of articles Number
Autism spectrum disorder (6], [43], [60], [78], [82], [88] 6
Learning disabilities (5], [15], [30], [36], [65] 5
Emotional - behavioral disabilities  [321], [46], [57], [81] 4
Hearing impairment (181, [53] 2
Visual impairment [59], [73] 2
Intellectual disabilities [52] 1
Physical disabilities (8] 1
Deafness - blindness [56] 1
Attention deficit disorder(ADD)  [9] 1

[1-4]1, [71, [10-14], [16-17], [19-29], [31], [33-35],
Non-classification/Overall disability [37-42], [44-45], [47-51], [54-55], [58], [61-64], 71
[66-72], [74-77], [79-80], [83-87], [89-94]

Number A

<E ol ettt A Zo] B4 4 =& 7t=d d
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o
XS
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<Table 4> Classification by research method

Research method No. of articles Number
[1-21, [4], [7], [10-11], [13-141, [17], [19], [23],
[31-34], [37-39], [41-43], [46], [51], [53], [55],
[57-58], [62-65], [70-72], [74], [76], [82-85],

Quantitative ~ Investigation research

research [87-91], [93-94]

Survey [16], [69], [73] 3
) ) [3], [12], [20], [22], [25-29], [36], [44-45], [47-48],
Literature review 25
[52], [54], [61], [66-68], [77-78], [80-81], [92]
Case study (5], [9], [18], [21], [24], [50], [75] 7
Interview (8], [15], [30], [35], [59-60] 6
Qualitative

research Journal/essay ~ [49], [86] 2
Focus group interview [56] 1
Interview, observation [6] 1

Interview, observation,

document 1401 1
Quantitative &  Survey, Interview, 1
qualitative research Focus group interview

Number 94
GE Do YERE AT o] AT W) A FH AT PEE AR A7} 50
A, AH AT PES A8 AL 439, FA 9 AH A7 e A8 A7)
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<Table 5> Classification by research subject

Research subject No. of articles Number
Student [4], [6], [8], [15], [18], [32], [40], [59] 8
Professional (131, [16], [301, [39], [65], [69] 6
Parent [23], [44], [64], [75], [89] 5
Adult with disability ~ [5], [9], [36], [60] 4
Teacher [1], [11], [49], [73] 4
Parent & professional ~ [35], [37], [50] 3
Teacher & professional [24], [79] 2
Student, parent, teacher [56] 1

[2-3], [7], [10], [12], [14], [17], [19-22], [25-29], [31],
Non-classification [33-34], [38], [41-43], [45-48], [51-55], [57-58], [61-63], 61
[66-68], [70-72], [74], [76-78], [80-88], [90-94]
Number 9
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