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Effect of Teacher-Student Interaction on Happiness of Special Education Teacher
: Focused on Mediating Effect of Teaching Efficacy”

Kim, Eunra”™ - Park, Jaekook™™ - Jang, Jihyun™"

ABSTRACT

[Purpose] The purpose of this study was to explore the mediating effects of teaching efficacy in the
effects of teacher-student interaction of special education teachers on happiness. [Methodl The survey
on teacher-student interaction, happiness, and teaching efficacy was conducted with 280 teachers in
special education institutes. The collected data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics, correlation
analysis, SEM verification, and bootstrapping according to the research questions. [Results] First, the
levels of teacher-student interaction, happiness, teaching efficacy of special education teachers were
found to be positive, and a significant correlation was confirmed among the three variables. Second, it
was confirmed that the teaching efficacy had a significant mediating effect in the effects of
teacher-student interaction of special education teachers on happiness. [Conclusion] Based on the
results, a practical strategy that can be applied to the school scene, such as various strategies that can
improve the level of teacher-student interaction and improve teaching efficacy at the same time, was
proposed as an effective method to improve the happiness of special education teachers.

Key Words : Teacher-student interaction, Happiness, Teaching efficacy, Special education teacher
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<Table 1> Characteristics of participants

Variables n %
male 92 32.9
gender
female 188 67.1
20’s 115 41.1
age 30’s 108 38.6
more than 40’s 57 20.4
less than 5yrs 128 45.7
period of 5-9yrs 71 25.4
career 10-14yrs 31 111
more than 15yrs 50 17.9
special school 166 59.3
school type -
special class 114 40.7
elementary 116 414
school level
secondary 163 58.2
Total 280 100.0
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<Table 2> Contents of Teacher-Student Interaction scale

Sub-factor n Question number Cronbach’s a
verbal interaction 8 2,4,9,11,13,15,18,21 .79
emotional interaction 8 1,6,8,10,14,16,20,22 .85
behavioral interaction 7 3,5,7,12,17,19,23 a7

Total Cronbach’s o .92
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<Table 3> Contents of Happiness scale

Sub~-factor n Question number Cronbach’s «
internal happiness 6 1~6 .88
external happiness 10 7,8,11,14,15,16,18,19,20,21 91

self-regulative

) 5 9,10,12,13,17 .86
happiness

Total Cronbach’s o .94
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<Table 4> Contents of Teaching efficacy scale
Sub-factor n Question number Cronbach’s «
general teaching efficacy 10 1~10 .82
personal teaching efficacy 12 11~22 .89

Total Cronbach’s « .90
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<Table 5> Level of Teacher-Student Interaction, Happiness, and Teaching efficacy

(A=280)
Sub-factor M SD Skewness Kurtosis
verbal interaction 4.05 45 .24 -40
Teacher-Student emotional interaction 4.15 .46 18 -.60
interaction behavioral interaction 407 45 31 -41
Total 4.09 42 .38 =57
internal happiness 3.90 .61 -49 1.31
) external happiness 3.87 .62 -25 -.00
Happiness - -
self-regulative happiness 3.39 .79 .07 -.59
Total 3.72 .61 -.16 .20
general teaching efficacy 3.9 45 =21 49
Teaching A )
: personal teaching efficacy 3.68 .52 .09 -19
efficacy
Total 381 A3 .10 .16
2) S+mAlel WAL-SH 7H AoAg, #EZ mAlasdel 2
Ew At
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<Table 6> Correlation among Teacher-Student Interaction, Happiness, and Teaching efficacy

(W=280)
Teacher-Student interaction Happiness Teaching efficacy
Teacher-Student interaction 1
Happiness 46" 1
Teaching efficacy 53" 56 1

" p<.001
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<Table 7> Path coefficient and significance of measurement model (N=280)

unobsetved | Observed variables B Vs SE CR p

verbal interaction 1.01 91 .04 23.09 .000

Teacher-

Student emotional interaction 1.04 .92 .04 23.51 .000

interaction —— -

behavioral interaction 1.00 .90
internal happiness 74 .82 .05 16.23 .000
Happiness external happiness .83 91 .05 18.31 .000
self-regulative
happiness 1.00 .85
general teaching
Teaching efficacy .76 .69 .08 9.64 .000
efficacy :
personal teaching
efficacy 1.00 79
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(Fig. 1) CFA of measurement model(Standardized estimates)

Note. V1. verbal interaction, EI: emotional interaction, Bl: behavioral interaction, IH: internal happiness,
EH: external happiness, SH: self-regulative happiness, GTE: general teaching efficacy,
PTE: personal teaching efficacy
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<Table 8> Fitness index of research model

(A=280)
Model x2 dt x 2Idf TLI CH RMSEA
Research model 45.150 17 2.65 970 982 077
AFRYL EUE FAES 3 BE Avnd, w7 JEge wak
E5el FoRE FFS WA 566, K00, FE] MHE FFHL fo
metA @ Ao 2 UEhRTH £=12, p=176). BW mAESHS FEgre] §ojn]d

TSinteraction

Happiness

(Fig. 2) Research model(Standardized estimates)

Note. VI: verbal interaction, EI: emotional interaction, Bl: behavioral interaction, IH: internal happiness,

EH: external happiness, SH: self-regulative happiness, GTE: general teaching efficacy,
PTE: personal teaching efficacy
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.66
.61
Y

Total effect

40

Indirect effect

.66

.61
12

Direct effect

Path
Teacher-Student interaction—Teaching efficacy
Teaching efficacy—Happiness

<Table 9> Verifying the mediating effect of teaching efficacy
Teacher-Student interaction—Happiness
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