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A Study on Laws and Policies Related to Provision of Reasonable
Accommodations for K-12 Students with Disabilities in the United States
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ABSTRACT

[Purpose] The purpose of this study was to examine the laws and policies relating to the provision
of reasonable accommodations for school-aged students with disabilities in educational settings in the
United States and to suggest implications for similar legislation in South Korea. [Method] To achieve
this, a literature review was conducted using law and policy documents and papers published in
academic journals relating to the provision of reasonable accommodations in the United States.
[Results] First, the Americans with Disabilities Act(ADA), the Individuals with Disahilities Education
Act(DEA), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act are reviewed as the major American laws
relating to the provision of reasonable accommodations for school-aged students with disabilities, and
their key contents of main principles are presented, including character and purpose, scope of
protection, the obligation to provide education, and reasonable accommodations. Second, categories
and specific examples are established by dividing the content scope of these provisions into
accommodations and modifications. Third, the procedure of selecting, providing, and evaluating
accommodations when developing individualized education programs and 504 plans are provided.
[Conclusion] Based on the results of this study, suggestions to improve similar policies in South
Korea are made alongside implications for future research.
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HEAY BF =g Fgel tg 9e3 AoE e A= Ik
Zojddg gl s B FEF dole ws 2¥F(H24x) A2P oA Aol
Aol mwed HAES A% B A F suE A a7l 9% FAd "o
Ag o] FAHAJL, ASFANAE Aolidlo]l LeuE, AAETH, ddus 2 FA
2Eol H2E F UAEF Aol o A A Ay BAS BASAT. F
fAAEF Ao FAE w5 F& AGE Ho AF gFE=s D 4F ols8 =2
el tie B e, 2) wSEEJIHY wjA, 3) S 547, EAH77], =9
of 2HE& A, A4F R oA AT =7 59 tio 3 Exdo] @Ay
Aol HZE fT Af I FE, D) IFHFo] FY, EAFTAEY), AAAE,
A2 F4He s FZerh Add AR, AR, 2 2AAE, Suds - Sjzzad,
BA717], FAAAGLY], JAEFdHSSHIIE P} 4T AoidrRzrT
s JAaT g, 5 AT w5 HrPEH ] AlEe] A AR 14x A7,
A Aoflel mzk fFElA He| AlF ofF= vmelA AFEAT wS ok
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g g 19730l Aol AAHE ol FHE AW 504%, ADA, FolAdnEH
(Individuals with Disabilities Education Act: IDEA, ©]3} IDEA)* 59 WHEo A
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ek Fojet w& ZokollAe AT Ho AF W& o] FRoU, I FHe] Al
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AFEHA ¢om Subpart E T5 ©]F wS(Postsecondary Education) F-&o ‘=4
(adjustments)’ ¥} ‘4= (modifications)’ olgt= 807} F4%cH34 C.F.R. § 104.44).
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504z A& g g7 gy EoAxE Zag Eld HE AlFsor & o
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<Table 1> Common Accommodation Examples in K-12 Schools

Categories Accommodations

e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos, and digital media instead
of reading print versions

Work with fewer items per page or line

Work with text in a larger print size

Have a designated reader who reads test questions aloud to students
Hear instructions spoken aloud

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Get class notes from another student

See an outline of a lesson

1. Presentation
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Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs

Get a written list of instructions

Use positioning tools (e.g., slant board, book stand)

Use magnification equipment

Use audio amplification devices, sign language interpreter, live captioning,
video recording with closed captioning

Use Braille materials or documents, refreshable braille display, Tactile
graphic image

Visual cues, highlighted or color-coded materials

» Give responses in a form (spoken or written) easier for the student
e Braille, sign language responses
e Use an augmentative and alternative communication device
< Dictate answers to a scribe who writes or types
» Capture responses on an audio recorder
2. Response e Use a spelling dictionary, digital spellchecker, word prediction software
e Use a word processor to type notes or give answers in class
e Use a pencil/pen grip, handwriting guide, specialized writing paper, slant
board, writing checklists
¢ Increased wait time for oral/written expression
e Use a calculator, table of math facts, math manipulatives
» Physical access (e.g., ramps, nonslip surfaces, guide rails, automatic
doors and elevators, accessible workstation)
e Adaptive or special furniture
e Specialized lighting
« Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with
3. Setting few distre;ctions _
¢ Preferential seating
e Use special lighting or acoustics
e Take a test in a small group or independent setting
e Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around
a chair’ s legs
e C(lass rules and expectations clarified
e Extended time to complete a task or a test
» Have extra time to process spoken information and directions
e Take frequent breaks
4. Timing and . Sche_dule adjustments (e.g., preferred time of day/day of week)
. Predictable routines and procedures
Scheduling

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days

Take sections of a test in a different order

Visual schedule, checklists of individual responsibilities, planner, electronic
device with alarms or cues

* Table contents are adapted from Florida Department of Education(2018), Nebraska Department of
Education(2011) and Oklahoma Department of Education(2014).
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<Table 2> Common Modification Examples in K-12 Schools

Categories Modifications

e Learn different-leveled materials (e.g., use of alternative books or
materials on the topic being studied)

Complete different homework problems than peers

Answer different test questions

Word bank of choices for answers to test questions

Assignments, Create alternate projects or assignments or be excused from particular
Testing, projects or assignments

Curriculum Provision of calculator and/or number line for math tests

Reworded questions in simpler language

Modified workload or length of assignments & tests

Modified time demands

Get graded or assessed using a different standard than other students
(e.g., pass/no pass option, modified grades based on IEP)

* Table contents are adapted from Florida Department of Education(2018), Nebraska Department of
Education(2011) and Oklahoma Department of Education(2014).
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<Table 3> Examples of Domains and Tasks Students Have Difficulties

Examples

Example 1

e Domain: Curriculum and Learning (Mathematics Problem Solving and Analyzing)

e Task: Solve math word problems --Madison answers 75% of math word problems
incorrectly. She has trouble determining which information is needed to solve the
problem and often uses the wrong operation to calculate the answer.

Example 2

e Domain: Social and Emotional Behavior (Attention and Task Persistence)

e Task: Complete assignments and assessments in class — Marquez is easily distracted by
extraneous noises. He has difficulty maintaining attention and effort and completes
only 50% of his assignments.

* Examples are from Florida Department of Education (2018) Accommodation Guideline.
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