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A Qualitative Study on Transition Experiences from General to Special
Schools -with a Focus on Hearing-Impaired Students in China-"
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ABSTRACT

[Purpose] The purpose of this study was to compare differences between the two environments
experienced by hearing-impaired students, and to explore the factors that hearing-impaired students
thought were necessary for a pleasant school life and their opinions about inclusive education. [Method]
To this end, the study conducted individual in-depth interviews with seven hearing-impaired middle and
high school students in China, who transferred from the inclusive learning environment of general
schools to the special learning environment of special schools. [Results] First, based on their
experiences of school life at general schools, it is very difficult for hearing-impaired students to
continue their learning activities at general schools. Second, They were able to have an emotionally
stable school life through positive reciprocal relationships with friends and teachers. They described
their friends at special schools as kind classmates who helped them in any situations, and teachers as
kind teachers who cared for them with patience. Third, Hearing-impaired students always wanted to
interact with teachers, which suggested that their learning and feeling a pleasure in such an
environment were likely to generate positive effects even in academic aspects. In addition,
hearing-impaired students could gain confidence through good friendships, and therefore, if interactions
between hearing-impaired and normally hearing students are facilitated and they can build friendships
in a relaxed atmosphere of mutual understanding, it can become good conditions for a pleasant school
life. [Conclusion] In terms of inclusive education, In consideration of academic aspects, they stated that
they could learn more knowledge and build friendships with various friends at general schools.
However, they found it difficult to understand their lessons due to practical issues and had limitations
in class participation, and thus preferred special schools.

Key Words : Hearing Impairment, Individual In-depth Interview, Transition Experiences
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<Table 1> Characteristics of the Study Participnats
Birth year secondar/y e Hearing test
o -
REID) | S || A9 and month communication Gy result I3
occurred
languages
Left: -
A |Female| 14 | 2007. 6 |Spoken/sign languages| 1 year Lpft B 120dB Right: cochlear
Right : 120dB .
implant
Left: -
B | Male | 17 | 2004.12 |Spoken/sign languages| 0 year Lgft B 110d8 Right: cochlear
Right : 120dB implant

Left : 85dB Left: hearing aid

C |Female| 17 | 2004.11 Spoken language 6 year Right : 85dB | Right: hearing aid

Left : 80dB Left: hearing aid

D | Male | 16 | 2005. 5 Spoken language 6 year Right 100dB | Right: hearing aid

Left: hearing aid
Right: cochlear
implant

Left : 93dB

E | Male | 18 | 2003. 4 |Spoken/sign languages| 3 year Right : 92dB

Left : 86dB Left: hearing aid

F |Female| 17 | 2004. 3 Spoken language 2 year Right : 87dB | Right: hearing aid

Left : 95dB Left: hearing aid

G | Male | 20 | 2001. 8 Spoken language 0 year Right : 950B | Right: hearing aid
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<Table 2> Experience at General School

Interview topic Questions

—

. What is your general feeling about studying at the general school? Please

Overall describe in detail.
school life 2. Have you ever missed a school day or cut classes at the general school? If ves,
what was the reason?
Relationship 1 HQW would you describe your homeroom teacher?
with 2. Dl'd your HR teacher help your school life or not? . .
3. Did you have teachers you liked at the general school? If yes, why did you like
HR teacher
them?
1. How was your experience of spending time with your class mates at the general
school?
2. Did you have classmates you were close to? How did they treat you?
L 3. How did you communicate with your classmates? How well could you
Relationship . .
with cqnnmmlcate with them? _
Classmates 4. Did you have unpleasant encounters with your classmates?
Have you been bullied, beaten, or fought with your classmates?
How did you resolve such conflicts?
5. Do you have classmates from the general school that you keep in touch with?
What would you like to say to them if you meet them?
. 1. What was your feeling about attending classes at the general school?
Learning . . o
materials & 2. Were the lemg materials at the general school challenging?
class If yes, .how did you manage t_hem?
participation 3. How did you communicate \ylth the' teachers at the general school?
How well could you communicate with them?
1. How did you do your assignment at the general school?
2. How did you prepare for classes in advance and review them afterward?
Assignment & 3. How did you prepare for an exam at the general school?
exam What kind of difficulties did you have preparing for an exam?
4. How were your exam scores at the general school? How much were you stressed
about grades? How did you cope with your stress about grades?
A 2+ BAAENTA Y SFStuolAe] MRkbAQ]l SwAg, FAwAreke] A,
AFEe] WA, FY WE B Fol AE, HA% AP 5 Folngron], FAH
A Y& <& DI 2y
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<Table 3> Experience

at Special School

Interview topic

Questions

Overall school
life

=

What is your general feeling about studying at the special school? Please
describe in detail.

. Have you ever missed a school day or cut classes at the special school? If

yes, what was the reason?

. What is your thought on attending the special school?

Relationship with
HR teacher

—

. How would you describe your homeroom teacher at the special school?
. Did your HR teacher help your school life or not? (Please tell us about

memorable anecdotes regarding your HR teacher if you have any.)

. How was your HR teacher different from HR teacher at the general school?

Relationship with
classmates

—

. How would you describe your relationship with classmates?
. How are your classmates different between the special school and the general

school?

. How do you communicate with your classmates? How well can you

communicate with them?

Did you have unpleasant encounters with your classmates?
Have you been bullied, beaten, or fought with your classmates?
How did you resolve such conflicts?

Learning
materials & class
participation

—

. What is your feeling about attending classes at the special school?
. Are the classes at the special school challenging?

If yes, how do you manage them?

. How do you communicate with the teachers at the special school?

How well can you communicate with them?

Assignment &
exam

Do

How do you do your assignment at the special school?

. How do you prepare for classes in advance and review them afterward?
. How do you prepare for an exam at the special school?

What kind of difficulties do you have preparing for an exam?
How are your exam scores at the special school? How much are you stressed
about grades? How do you cope with your stress about grades?
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<Table 4> School Life: Stress & Fun

Interview topic Question
1. Was your school life enjoyable at the general school?
Stress & fun at 2. Were there times you were stressed while attending the general school?
general school 3. What was the most satisfying aspect of attending the general school?
4. What was the most dissatisfying aspect of attending the general school?

. Was your school life enjoyable at the special school?

. Were there times you were stressed while attending the special school?
. What was the most satisfying aspect of attending the special school?

. What was the most dissatisfying aspect of attending the special school?

Stress & fun at
special school

= w N

3 What do you think make school life fun and enjoyable?

(2) B FR

W Aalslel A, AT US98l 4 AT FelAolA By AA WA
PR, APA g8 Sol Bl ek Fa, ATAEY HAS we F L1 A Wy
& AFYTh AT FolAEe Ay WY Yui

<Table 5> Information on Conducting Interviews with Research Participants

Participants Date Place Requiilélgrflinute)
A 2021.12. 9 Classroom 88
B 2021.12. 9 Classroom 92
C 2022. 1. 2 Home 105
D 2021.12.13 Home 120
E 2021.12.15 Classroom 75
F 2021.12.15 Classroom 80
G 2021.12.18 Classroom 120
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<Table 6> School life Experience at General School

Main Medium .
category category Minor category Concept
Hard to understand, inefficient learning, hard to
Difficulty of follow class, bored, don’ t feel like studying, gave
Class mat}(;ri s | WP learning, teacher speaks too fast, too difficult
Difficulty of learning materials, stressed, hard to hear teacher’ s
learning voice
. Lowest grade in class, gave up exam, fear of
Poglrfs;igi?éc exam, exam is too difficult, lack of preparation for
P exam
School life Difficult Loneliness, bullying, unable to socialize with
experience o relationship with | classmates, discriminatory treatment, lack of friend,
at general Rgl}zlitlonsmp classmates lack of exchanges with classmates
school vt Easy o '
Classmates relationship with Cared for, good communication, always talks with
classmates an open mind
megggatlovfem Lack of communication, inattention to me, treats
Relationship teerz:her me without sincerity, difficulty of communication
with
teachers . Kind, strict, encourages and guides me, treats me
ngsnﬁée t?;glfe)iy comfortably, fair, good teaching, urges classmates
to give care and attention to me
1) &2 of#iE
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<Table 7> School life Experience at Special School

Main Medium Minor
Concept
category category category
Easy to understand, teacher explains slowly and attentively,
Easy-to-follow | relaxed and easy, interesting learning materials, less learning
class materials compared to general school, students can be more
E_aSY & materials active, improvement in grade, less stressful compared to
simple general school, class materials that 1 learned before
learning
School life Good .
. . Simple exam, not stressful, prepared hard for exam, want to
expenepce academic 0 to college, good grade, little stress about grade
at special performance g ge, good grade, &r
school
. Good communication, helpful to each other, acceptance,
Kind . . T
Classmates taught sign language, kind classmates, good relationship with
School classmates, made good friends
that aids
me better Patient and | Teaches well and attentively, helps with study, good
caring communication, not strict in class, kind and patient, respects
teacher deaf students and treats them well
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<Table 8> Enjoyable School Life

Main & medium category Minor category Concept

Good communication between teacher and students,
Positive teacher takes good care of students, students
relationship actively — communicate  with  teacher, teacher
with teachers understands students well, teacher accepts students

. . as they are
Enjoyable school lfe Positive Good solidarity among classmates, good relationship
relationship with | among classmates, makes good friends, friends help

classmates each other

Reduces(tlreascsadenuc Reduced burden of class assignment, easier exam

(1) wAtel SEH A o

sabskel FAA BA FH del B A7 FelAse u FasH s
ARck, YHADE SLARE WAL FAS FLABE ) AP AT Faw
faolth AF FelAEe Wk A, ool s} okl Lol AF Ak

saelA A7Hgols el & o wdsel &
A FHow E40 2 (AT Fol4 B,

iy
ries

Ag #9sn Aol wol

A estield 7 2 BAlE aAkeh BRlsEe] 1E olalsh Eaths 29
ek A7 e whd Ao glrks sl Ade] $els) ol Aol 84

I
247 whe] $EES A2ES ol =7 el gglol. FolBeR Ane BolFa,
#9015 o HE Do ¥ AL T FASET WAFE] Seol i ol =
o3 welsh W o £ A ROLL(AT FolAF C).

2 5 glold Ax Al Aol oo d kel FHESE Bl A W
A ol HEAE L. B ATE obFex @A & Fow 1 AT BAl A4
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